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ICTORIA was awakened, at an early 
hour, by the rays of the sun, which stole 
through the latticed windows, and played 
upon her face, the curtains of her bed re- 
maining unclosed, to enable her to see dan- 
ger the moment it appeared. On first open- 
ing her eyes, her recollection was not quite 
awake, and she stared around her, with that 
momentary vacuity of mind often experi- 
enced after a heavy slumber. The objects 
that struck her view were not familiar to 
her. This brought on the mental inquiry 
of " Where am I ?" which, like an electric 
shock, thrilled through her heart, rousing at 
once the horrid recollection of her wretched 
situation ; then starting upon her elbow, to 
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see if her companions were safe, as was her 
morning custom, horror at once assailed 
every faculty of her mind, and, shriekiiig 
wildly, she sprang from her bed, almost fran- 
tic with dismay. Her screams awakened 
Hero, who, in violent perturbation, demand- 
ed the cause of her alarm. 

« Oh r tell me,'' cried Victoria, in the 
wild half-shrieking tones of terror, " am I 
awake? am I not in a hideous dream? where 
is signora Bernini? where — whereisherbed?** 

Hero looked, and saw that botlb weie 
gone, and no vesti^ of either remunimg ; 
and Victoria, now convinced, hy Hero's fira&. 
tic astonishment and horror, that it was no 
delusion, fiew to the spot where the bed had 
stood, and, vehemently stamping with ber 
feet, to learn if the floor was firm, found it 
|v immoveable, and so curiously inkid, that a 

^ separation in any part of it seemed impossi- 

ble. Next she eagerly examined the wain- 
scot, then the ceiling; but no dew to the 
disappearance of Octavia could she discover, 
the door remaining fast bolted on the in* 
sides ^ they had left it when they fell adeep. 

Horror chilled Victoria's very soal ; and 
transfixed hy despair, she leaned against ^Nne 
of the posts of her own bed, until the dr^ad- 
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fill groans of Hero, who lay in strong eon* 
vulsions on the floor, roused her senses into 
action. Her agony of mind was now al- 
most beyond conception : one, and infinitely 
the most valuable of her oompanions,. con- 
veyed away by some inexplicable mefins^ no 
doubt for some dire purpose ; the other dy- 
ing at her feet, without her having power 
to afford her the least assistance. Th^ 
united shrieks had not brought any one to 
thdr aid. Hero became vii^bly worse, and 
compassion suggested an idea to Victoria^ 
which no power but compassion could have 
urged her to adopt. 

Although now convinced that horror 
reigned through every part of this myst^- 
ous place, she determined, as the last effort to 
save poor Hero's life, to go immediately to 
the library, which being contiguous to the 
apartments of Sebastian, she hoped to mak« 
him hear her, and to obtain, through his 
Und aid, assistance for poor Hero. 

Relying upon the early hour (it not yet 
bemg five o'clock) for passing unobserved, 
"Oonopassion lending her firmness, and anx- 
iety to succeed^ caution, she softly, yet $wiit- 
iy* ^ided unmolested to the door where the 
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statue of Neptune stood, when, as she was 
about to turn the angle into the gallery 
which branched off from thence, she beheld 
a man of ferocious aspect advancing along 
the gallery, carrying in his hand a lantern 
and a poniard. 

Never had Victoria felt such a wish to 
retain her self-possession ; she considered the 
life of poor Hero was at stake ; her heart 
devoutly prayed to Heaven for firmness, 
and she found herself rational and collected. 
To retreat would be absurd and dangerous, 
as the length of the passage to her apart- 
ment could not favour it ; she therefore slid 
between the pillars of the door, and con- 
cealed herself behind the pedestal on which 
the statue rested. But how nearly had all 
her courage been subdued, when the rufBan 
entered between the pillars close to her, 
and, not observing her, went into the apart- 
ment, leaving the door partly open, when 
our heroine instinctively followed him with 
her eyes, and saw him proceed almost to the 
end of a large gloomy room, where stood a 
female figure of gigantic stature and fantas- 
tic appearance, before whom the man sud-r 
denly stopped, and the figure advancing 
with extended arms, the man instantly va- 
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iiished in her embrace ! Terror arid amaze- 
ment seamed ijow to suspend all Victoria's 
thoughts of proceeding, until a deep, and 
lengthened groan of Hero's reached her ear, 
and restored at once her faculties. Again 
imploring the protection of Heaven, she 
bounded forward, and, without any further 
interruption, reached the library-door, which, 
to her utter dismay, she found fastened be- 
yond her power to open. This was her last 
resource — ^it failed her, and, shocked and 
subdued, she uttered a piteous sigh, fainted, 
and i&U. 

On recovering from her swoon, Victoria 
found herself in the library, supported by 
-Sebastian, while Hippolyto was anxiously 
employed, using every means for her reco- 
very. Assured by their presence and pro- 
tection, her almost-exhausted spirits rallied, 
and briefly she answered the anxious inqui- 
ries of Sebastian into the cause of her being 
found in such a situation at that early hour, 
and entreated his assistance for poor Hero, 
whom she believed expiring. 

Sebastian, alth^jgh shocked and astonish^ 
ed at the fate of Octavia, and at all the mys- 
tery that envdoped it, and pitying, frpm his 
$oul» the horrors of Victoria's haf^ess situa- 
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tixm, was not slow in contriving for Hero's 
refief, and gave his directions to Hippoljto 
accordingly. 

Hippolyto^ in obedience to Sebastian, im^ 
mediately d&appeared, and soon returned 
with a genteeUooking man, of about six- 
and-thirty, with a pleasing, intelligent coun- 
tenance, whom Victoria had never before 
seen, and who had some bottles of medicine 
in his hands. They all now hastened softly 
and unmolested to the chamber, wheTb Hero 
lay in strong convulsions, but which the 
skill of Pedro put as speedy a termination 
to, as could possibly be expected; and as soon 
as the poor afirighted creature was perfectly 
restored to her ^nses, Pedro begged leave 
to depart, lest it should be known that he 
had aSbrded assistance to any of the cap- 
tives, without orders from the higher powers; 
and Sebastian also tbought it prudent for 
himself and Hippoly to to retire, lest the vile 
emissaries of the diaboUcal Garcias should 
discover Victoria's having had courage to 
summon assistance, when he would certainty 
find means to prevent her receiving any in 
future. Hippoly to was* grieved at leaving 
her in such a Ibrlom situation, but saw the 
necessity of it ; and Victoria, believing in 
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the justice of her yenerable friend's appre- 
hensions^ acquiesced ia the prudejQce of their 
departure. 

Sebastian, the surgeon, and the negro, 
had not been very long gone, when Victo- 
ria^ ^tting by Hero's bedside in mournful 
meditation upon her own most hapless si- 
toatioii, and the mysterious disappearance of 
Octavia^ turned her eyes with sad regretting 
glances to the spot so lately occupied by her 
poor friend, when her attention was arrest- 
ed by something, in an oval form, glittering 
upon the floor, just where Octavia's bed had 
stood. It was probably some trinket be- 
longing to her, and this idea made- Victoria 
wish to possess it Her nerves unstrung, 
she trembled at every movement, and dmost 
feared toi^proach the spot where the trinket 
rested. At length, however, she summoned 
sufficient courage to make the effort, and 
found it to be the miniature portrait of a 
laaUf ^oung aad transoendently handsome, 
set round with brilliants of such value, as 
announced at onee its never having been the 
property of signora Bernini, To whom then 
did it belong ? It could not have been drawn 
for dctti Manuel, even at an early period 
of his life ; fpr although don Manuel was ds 
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strictly beautiful, the features were unlike 
his ; nor could his countenance ever have 
borne expression of sttch a heavenly cast as 
beamed in that portrait. 

With this highly-admired portrait in her 
hand, Victoria softly returned to her seat by 
Hero, who had, from fatigue, fallen into a 
gentle slumber ; and gazing upon the pic- 
ture, she, for a time, lost the recollection of 
her misery in wild conjectures of whom the 
original could be. Sometimes a thought 
occurred of its being Theodore, Teresa's 
child. But how could it have been so finely 
drawn and set in the castle ? and for whom ? 
Then she conceived it a resemblance of the 
wretched person who had so lately termi- 
nated his sublunary miseries in that very 
chamber. At this idea she shuddered with 
horror, and hastily dismissed the probability 
of it; for although there was a degree of 
sadness mixed with sweetness in the ex- 
pression of the picture, that bespoke the ori- 
ginal not free from care, in the countenance 
she also thought she visibly saw portrayed, 
a sublimity of soul that proclaimed a be- 
liever, not an infidel. Wearied with vague 
conjectures, she at length determined to 
shew the portrait to Sebastian, to learn, if 
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possible, from him, whose resemblance it was, 
or at any rate advise with him upon the means 
of restoring such valuable property to the 
right owner. Soon after this determination, 
Teresa's cough announced her approach ; and 
when she beheld the void where the poor 
signora's bed had stood, and heard that her 
companions were in total ignorance of how 
she had been conveyed away, her horror and 
consternation were extreme ; nor did Teresa 
scruple to assign this mystery to supema» 
tural agents, to whom she ascribed almost 
every occurrence in that terrible ca&He. 

Hero, weak and ill as she was, resolved 
upon going down to breakfast, as nothing 
cou\d induce her to remain alone in that 
chamber ; and they all believed that Victo- 
ria would not be allo^ired to continue with 
ter during the day, and Teresa had too 
much domestic business allotted to her, to 
admit of her attendance: 

With difficulty our heroine and Teresa 
dressed Hero, who was totally unable to as* 
sist herself, and with still greater difficulty 
conducted her to the parlour, where Sebas- 
tian and Alonzo were ready to receive them, 
Hippolyto attending. 

B 3 
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l&M's pnHk) and disttu^beiil Iddks, ddded 
to tile ejccessive tremor df her feame, Were 
tod viisibte not to bettay the sftilation of her 
nitld ; Mrd as Alonzd had assumed tbd cha- 
vaster of her inamorato^ It tvas inciunbertt 
upon Mim to seem eoncerned at her appear^ 
mc^; therefore, with the softest air of ten* 
demess and anxiety indlaginable, he inq«dQ?ed 
into the cause. Hero was too much agiteted 
to answer him — Sebastian and tiyppolyto 
were to appear ignorant of what hhd oei^ 
iioned her perturbation — ^Teresa had retired^ 
and there was no one to give him informal 
tion but our heroine. 

Victoria's heart was tremblingly alive tti 
every fine and delicate feeling; in iit, no 
doubt, was much feminine weakness ; biit 
her mind was stored with a large portion of 
that fortitude which religion inspiws; It 
had lain dormant until the moment mh^ 
fortune awakened it, afnd upon every new 
exertion, it seethed to acquire an increase of 
strength and energy. H* terrors and her 
Sorrows sunk to the bottom of her heart, 
leaving no trace behittd, except the interest^ 
ing languor of mekMc^holy placid reiiigtia^ 
tion, infinitely more touching than ti^^ dh^ 
tracted agitation of Hero. The moment 
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SdHstiaQ looked upon Victoria, he was so 
mueh affedtedf that he was obliged, to retire 
to a window, to conceal his emotioQ firom 
AlonaO ; while Hippoijrto, whose saUe com* 
plezicm betrayed no change, gazed upon 
har, as if he felt more for her suffering 
than prudence would allow htm to express. 

In speaking as well as singing, Victoria's 
voice was mdody, and now each accent 
sounded s^ch a melting pathos, whilst she 
raited the cause of Hero's agitation, that 
every wtnrd penetrated to the souls of ber 
anditor& Alonzo, for once deviating from 
his nsture, felt compassion, and was, or af- 
fected to be, much surprised at the disap- 
pearanoe of Octavia ; said be would have the 
castle searched, and promised that another 
apartment should be allotted to our heroine 
and her att^dant, contiguous to those inlm^ 
faited by the domestics. 

When breakfast was ended, Hippolyto 
retired. Victoria, alarmed, looked beseedi* 
ingly at Sebastian not to go, who, under* 
standing her wish, proposed accounting to 
the liisrary, to seek amusement for the mom-- 
ing. 

AloBtt) said, he would be of the party, 
and that he would read a romance to Hero; 
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while Sebastian and Victoria employed 
themselves with more serious study. ^ 

In the library, Alonzo steated himself bj 
the credulous Hero, and soon, by his artful 
rhetoric, charmed fear out of her bosom ; 
while Victoria and Sebastian, seated at some 
distance from them, at first affected to be 
deeply engaged by books, and then imper- 
ceptibly fell into an earnest and interesting 
conversation. 

In the course of this conversation, ^bas* 
tian desired our heroine to consider Hippo* 
lyto as a zealous and sincere friend, who 
had it much more in his power essenticdly' 
to serve her than himself, being so much 
younger^ and not, like him, suspected of 
disaffection to don MaimeL 

Victoria, perceiving the infinite pleasure 
Hero evidently took in Alonzo's attentions^ 
and the very great partiality he laboured to 
evince for her, expressed a hope to Sebastian^ 
that this rising attachment might in time 
prove the means of Alonzo's being won 
over to their interest 

Sebastian advised her against tl^ encon-* 
ragement of such a fallacious hope- — ** Aloa^ 
zo," said he, '' is the most artful. Ay, con- 
summate villain in don Manuel's service; 
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and believe me, this attachment is only af- 
fected by him for the advancement of sam^ 
secret purpose of his own. . This young wo> 
man's intellect is*weak» That he will soon 
pervert her litde share, of sense, and nndei^ 
mme her principles, I have not the smallest 
doubt ; and depend upon it, my child, she 
will become un&ithful to your interests^ 
and comtnence a spy upon all your words 
and actions. Be timely suspicious of bar ; 
let nothing tempt you to treat her with 
that ingenuousness which marks your dia^ 
racter ; but conceal from her, as you would 
from Alonzo himself, every token of anaity 
that passes between you and your few 
friends in this castle.*' 

Victoria thanked Sebastian for his advice, 
which she promised implicitly to obey. As 
he must know the. disposition of Alonzo, 
while she could not presume to f(»rm any 
judgment of it, she entertained no doubt of 
the propriety of his conjectures ; and being 
weU aware of the weakness and vanity of 
Hero's mind, she feared Alonzo would have 
but little difficulty in subverting her infee* 
grity, and sadly she ^ighed to think a besng, 
in whom she couldno longer confide, would 
be her chief companion. 
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IXmier-faour at tet^h anxved~4h6f wen 
siunnioiied to the oomidor ; Diego and Hip- 
pdly to both attended. The former, loc^ckig 
<iDquisittvely around^ inquired, ** would not 
tht other lady dine ?" 

*' I hope ^e majt but not with U8»" re* 
plied Alonzo, forgetfid of the dawn of feel^ 
in^ with which Victoria had inspked him. 
'* She thii& day feasts with sylphs and fidries, 
or ifciay, perfaifis^ be sipping nectar with the 
gods; but more of that some other oppcuv 
tutnty. In the ttieantkne^ however, you 
b(Mst see another apartlnent prepared &r 
these ladies^ contiguous. to Teresa's, as donna 
Victoria sdlects that cdiestial creature tat 
her guardian seraph. Is there a chamber 
nejo* yxmrs, Diego, tiiat will answer for the 
adoommodation of these ladies ?" 

^ Alas ! no» segnor, not a oomfiHtaUe 
one," replied Diega 

^ Comlbrtable !" exelailaQed Victoria^ in 
a tone that ^x^e xaoee than she dared to 
express. ^ Can any chamber in the castle 
be. £?^. comfortable than that in which we 
han passed our niglits since we were brought 
hidMsr?' 

f The sqpartments^ donnai, near those oc- 
cupied by the domestics^ are not furnished 
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m ft ttkAtmer suitable to the accomiMidbtion 
^fl tedy of your- rank, Diego tfainksr/* re- 

•* My rank," ^aid Victoria, in a cakh but 
pit«<Ms voice, ** h amongsst the ehildn^n of 
tnisfbrtune. I wish ntrt for state, to tnock 
my Woes ; give me bot an humble |iallet, in 
a comer of the meatiest hovel, where t may 
deep securely, unassailed by apprehension, 
Msft I will indeed be thankful.'' 

Ahnost immediately after dinner, the 
sttnnd of the sume little bell, which oncebe^' 
Ibt^MUtximoned Sebastian from a conversation 
wii^ Victoria, was heard, and, as before, 
SblNSlstiati arose with precipitance, and retired; 

Victoria felt bis departure as the signal 
ibr test to reassume its dominion over her 
mind, and apprehensd'vely she -sat, with her 
eyes fixed upon the library-door, through 
whidi he had rett^eated, until she fell into a 
)mg and painful eontempktion of the mi- 
s^ and hopelessness of her situatiioti, and 
ttfe ttMertainty of poor Octavia's fete. At 
length a dolefal cry, issuing froni beneath 
ha feet, roused her from het reverie, wll^, 
nnsing her eyes, she percdv^d ttoit both 
Hero and Alonzo Were gone ; but when or 
where, riie wsis totally JgnafnatKl. 
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Akme for the first time in this f^r-inspir- 
ing eastle, she found herself so'^wretched^ 
that she fled into the library, considering 
that room a degree nearer to safety, from its 
vicinity to Sebastian's apartments. She well 
remembered the extraordinary figure she 
had seen there, and the recollection did not 
a little increase her tremor ; but, whoever or 
whatever it was, it seemed to come to her 
assistance, and this idea gave her courage. 
She seated herself in one of the windows, 
in a situation to command .a view <^ the 
Ifirhole apartment, over which she cast many a 
wistful glance £ach look being agreeably 
disappointed in the horrors it expected to 
enpcninter, she began to respire more freely, 
and her poor agitated mind to collect itself 
into a firm reliance upon that ^bing who 
" tempers the wind to the shornJamb." 

Nearly an hour she had sat in this situa* 
tion, when a kind of liquid brightness caught 
her attention, which, after a moment, seemed 
to dart in oblique rays from behind one of the 
mi^ at the west end of the room. Al- 
though Victoria's curiosity was powerfully 
awakened, she yet hesitated to approach it» 
until its continuing playfully to emit a £« 
versity of colouirs, convinced her that it wnA 



ROMANCE OP THE FYRENEES. 17 

the rays of the departing sun, which, by 
some means, penetrated from behind that 
map; and she was induced to advance to the 
spot, to find out, if possible, how this was 
effected, when, to her utter dismay, she be- 
held, through a large opening between the 
map and the wainscot, in a long gloomy 
kind of apartment, a human figure, close ta 
the aperture, of a most elegant form, clad in 
flowing white drapery, kneeling by the side 
of a black cofiin. 

Half-terrified and half-ashamed at her in- 
trusive curiosity, Victoria, without attempt- 
ing to offend the elegant mourner by a se- 
cond look, was retreating back to her sc^t, 
when her speed was suddenly arrested by 
the sight of a ma^stic figure, slowly descaKU 
ing the staircase nearest to her. It was the 
figure of a knight, completely cased in black 
armour. A huge black plume nodded in 
his casque, confined at bottom by an im- 
mense crescent, formed of brilliants of daz- 
zling lustre. His lance and shield were 
i^ung in his scarf, his arms were folded 
'across his breast, and, with head erect and 
solemn steps, he moved in equal steady pac^ 
•in an undeviating line, fix>m the staircase he 
<l)ad descended to the one at ike other ex^ 
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titemity of the i:ooin ; up w hieh be vfe^U with 
tiie same steady aiif of solemn grand^ir, and 
in the dwkitess of the gallery bis figure was 
soon lost; nor did a single sound betray hi^ 
moveoientSi far in all the time he had he&a. 
visible to Victoria's view, though she saw 
his firm tfead, no audible intimation c^ a 
footstep had reached her ears. 

The amazement and dismay of our hero- 
ine were so excessive^ that for some mo- 
ments she was unable to move from the spot 
where the knight bad first stroek upon her 
astoBsdied view. Infinitely lighter than 
thi» anSaed man^ as she must be, she could 
Jiot tread upon the marble pavement witb- 
mit a nmse, which echo failed not to pro- 
long; and what grave, di^fied man would 
take the troulde of descending a staircase, 
merely fcr the pleasure of gping up anoth^, 
that could only lead him to the spot froai 
whence he had set out ? These thojugh(:s 
gave Ibroe to the superstitious fears which 
the time, the place, her situation,. all awa^ 
kened in Victoria's mind; and she could only 
bdieve this knight a shadow, sent upon 
aome important business by the imerrin^ 
Disposer of aM things^ aiid devoutly she now. 
upoti her luliee^suppUcatei^ from Hi»men^, 
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fortitude to support her tbrongli &se borrors 
by which she wa$ encompassed ; and shoald 
it be seen fit that she should be dooaked to 
encounter such an awful inissionar3r as^ that 
{(he had just s^n, implored that her mind 
might be sufficiently sublimated to sustain 
her through such a trying moment. 

From this short but devout address to the 
Deity, Victoria arose composed, and firih in 
the belief that she had no danger to appre^ 
hend from supernatural beings ; but, as there 
were beings in that castle, who, in spit6 df her 
firm reliance upon Divine protection; made 
her shudder, sAie resolved to avdil ber^eU^ ef 
Diego's homane indulgence, atid sutnmott^d 
Teresa, whose cough seemed so troubkaome 
to her, that Victoria would not ask her to 
walk in the grounds ; nor would she incite 
fcer to stray about the piazza with her, upon 
account of the utifinished statue, which dke 
well imagined would call up afSictmg recol- 
feetions in the mind of the affectionate Te- 
T^esitu But to prevent that welt-meaning, 
but often-misjudging old woman, from aug- 
nietiting her fears umiecessarEy^ by talking 
upon the exhaustless subject of the honrbi^ 
abounding in the castle, Victoria, took up a 
volume of Spanish morsl tales, which she 
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read aloud, to the great delight of Teresa, as 
long as the decreasing light permitted her to 
see ; but often, very often, did her thoughts 
wander from her employment. The elegant 
mourner and the black knight floated still 
in her imagination, though the aperture 
now was closed, and the warrior was no 
longer to be seen. 

As night advanced, and Victoria qould no 
longer read, she turned her eyes, with anx- 
ious expectation, upon Sebastian's door; but, 
alas ! he appeared not, and Hero's long ab- 
sence began to surprise and alarm her. At 
length she heard the sound of her voice and 
Alonzo's in the piazza, close to the window 
where she was sitting. Teresa immediately 
retreated, and Victoria drew the harp to her, 
and made some attempts to play ; nor wais 
she interrupted by Alonzo or Hero, for, al- 
though they came into the library, they 
seated themselves at some distance from her, 
and continued in earnest conference, deli- 
vered in low whispers, until Juan summon- 
ed them to supper. 

Alonzo led Hero into the parlour ; lady- 
Victoria, unnoticed, meekly followed at 
huml^e distance. They sat down to table 
4iirithout exchan^g a word. Our heroine 
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looked around her — ^no Sebastian — ^no Hip- 
polyto — no Diego. She felt as if every hope 
had now forsaken her, and she burst into 
tears. Hero looked at Alonzo for permis- 
sion to comfort her ; but he frowned a nega- 
tive, and, aiming at the manners which don 
Manuel had adopted towards his lovely cap- 
tive, affected not to observe her tears, and 
talked away, with much vivacity, upon a 
hundred frivolous subjects, as if all the party 
were perfectly tranquil and happy. 

Victoria supped upon sighs and tears, nor 
did she make any effort to taste the food 
preisented to her ; but great indeed was the 
degree of comfort her heart derived from the 
appearance of Diego, who, with Teresa, 
came, as usual, to conduct her to her cham- 
ba- ; and while Hero arid Alonzo were bid- 
ding a tender adieu to each other, she in- 
formed Diego how much his absence at 
supper had increased the alarm and misery 
of her situation. He was grieved that his 
ab^nce, which was occasioned by his being 
employed in securing the locks, &c. in her 
new chamber, properly, for her safe accom- 
modation, had added to her inquietude ; but 
he felt not a little elated at the idea of his 
consequence. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Oirt: of the great hall, Di^o led them, 
through several narrow passages, up a small 
staircase, which terminated in a landing- 
place of an hexagonal form ; in every com- 
partment of which, except that occupied by 
the staircase, was a lai^e door, thickly plated 
with iron, and a chain, with an immense 
padlock, hanging to each. 

Victwia^ shuddering, as Diego threw open 
the door fronting the staircase, asked Tere* 
sa» *^ was her chamber near ?" who answering 
in the affirmative, and pointing to it, our he- 
roine felt a degree more tranquil, as she en^ 
tered a large dismal room, furnislied in the 
gloomy style of aiicient times. The sad- 
looking tapestry had been robbed by age of 
evfry bright shade which the frugal manu^ 
fiKStvurer bad, with sparing hand, scatieisd 
upon it. Two dark-green velvet beds, fim> 
god with gold, now tarnished to blackness, 
ilood ir> tb^ room ; some billets biased cheer- 
fully in the' chimney ; their ba^ggage was.aiv- 
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nmged in proper order, and the whole loom 
looked as if mudi pains had been tidoen to 
make it comfortable. 

'* I have arranged every thing as comma* 
diously as I could for yon, donna Victoria^" 
said Diego, as he lighted the lamp which 
was to remain in the room ; *^ and abould 
some goblin of the castle deprive you of 
your abigail segnor, I think it would be a 
kindness to you.** Thus saying, he depart- 
ed with ^l|pesa. But iffhat were Victoria's 
taensations, when she heaid the clanking of 
the ponderous chain, as it was flung across 
her door, and the jarring of the rusty key, as- 
I>iegotumeditin the lock, afnddrew itthenoe! 
Were these sounds the heralds of safety^ or 
destruction? She felt disposed to think 
well of Diego,, from his very great kindness 
to her ; but still he was devoted to don Ma- 
nuel, and she doubted and trembled. To 
Hero she now turned her eyes, with looks 
of sympathetic inquiry, and, to her amaze- 
ment, beheld her undressing before a look- 
ing-glass, with an easy air of unooneem^ 
wluch seemed to sp^ak a perfect security of 
her own safety at. least. 

The total absence of that even more thaa 
feminine cowardice <I|?vo had before, ii|Km 
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every occasion, manifested^ could only be 
accounted for in the fulfilment of Sebastian's 
prediction; and Victoria bebeld her ivitfa 
horror, as one devoted to the interest of the 
horde of villains who ruled in that mysteri- 
ous place; and, with additional horror, she 
saw her step into bed, without offering a 
single .prayer to Him, whom, in the mo- 
ments of fear, she had not failed to suppli- 
cate, and whom, in the time of trouble and 
in the hour of gladness, Victoria's heart alike 
i^ted upon and adored. 

Shocked, grieved, and alarmed, Victoria, 
^ifolded in a wrapper, tjirew herself into a 
high-backed elbow-chair close to the fire, 
and soon lost herself in a train of melancholy 
reflections. Since the first night of her 
direful captivity, her mind had not expe- 
rienced such dreadful sensations — ^they al- 
most approached despair. She seemed now 
deprived of every friend, unless Diego should 
prove one, and of every sympathizer in her 
sufierings. The fate of the amiable Octa- 
traa, so mysteriously dreadful — the absence 
of Sebastian and Hippolyto unaccounted 
for — her doubts respecting Diego — ^the but 
too certain apostacy of Hero, all combined 
to inspire the most gloomy ideas ; and all^ 
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joined tD.tJie ambigtkily andupiieebtraaty of 
her own apparent! j hopeless^ horrid idftua* 
tion^ iprere sufficient to subdue the ioourage 
of so young a mind.* 

Haro had been buried for nearly twp 
hours in a profound sieep^ and Victoria, ab« 
aorbed in aU the horrid reflections a mind 
devoid of guilt could experience, when the 
fidnt Btummrs of the expirii^ eihbers in 
the duniney reminded her of the hoqi*. De* 
mmtty she now sank upon her knees; and 
after sonae time spent in the inost pure ef* 
fiirions of ^neere piety, she arose moie com- 
posed, if not more happy, and was ap* 
praadung tiie bed intended Ibr her, when 
her ean were suddenly appaUed by a soutid 
like drawing rusty, bolts, issuing fionpi the 
floor between Utt beds.. The instant the 
noise assailed her ears, she fled behind the 
lis^baeked chair ; but in an instant, Rea- 
ses, reaesumj^g her power, told her how 
puerile was the asylum she had chosen; 
hut it was now too late to seek wiother, 
h$i another more secure presented itself« 
The noise increased ; and Victoria, as she 
8enk to the ground, saw, from under the 
c^Mir, a ^nqfMioor open in the floor, where 
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the noise had proceeded from; aiid ere her 
torified mind had time to ccm|ecture what 
this (KTiUe chasm could portend, ^ ruffian 
arose through it, bearing in his liand a 
lighted tordi/ Victmria's blood froze at her 
heart, and apprebmnion seemed ready to 
cut lier tiuead of life, ere the aissassin's arm 
could reach her. The ruffian advanced not, 
but bent the torch over the gulf, as if to 
show light to others ; and immediately af- 
ter» two moore of his accomplices made tb^, 
appearance, dragging up after them a fb. 
male, who seemed, through fear, to haire 
lost the power of' walking. 
. Victoria's ^irits seemed to fevive-^she 
believed the female was >Od«via ; but a se^ 
cond glance oon^neai her df her error ..«> this 
female was a much taller, digbta*, more 
youthful figure. The men were so totally 
absorbed in their emplo3rment,. that thqr 
observed not the room's being already hi- 
habited^ but dragged their hapless charge 
to the foot of the bed Vietork had just heegt 
going to occupy^ and taking a rope they 
had brought fer the purpose, tied her &st 
by the hands to one of the bedposts. 

" Why,'* <aied this new vidiinh— ^* whyy 
oh cruel, obdurate men ! am I to be 
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like a malefactor^ when you, alas ! but too 
well know I cannot escape your vile machi- 
nations ?" 

'* Fast bind, fast findT replied one of the 
ruffians, gruffly : ** you have already given 
us a devilish deal more of trouble than you 
are worth, you vixen, you! and now we 
have caught you, por vida del diabb ! but 
we will take care to secure you :" and so 
saying, without perceiving they left any 
light behind them in the room, he and his 
two confederates departed through the trap- 
doer, whidi they carefully bolted after them* 

Victoria now respired more freely; her 
senses resumed their functions, and she had 
power to observe this unhappy stranger; 
whose dress was a black robe, similar to 
that worn by the boarders in many convents 
in Spain : her veil, and all the omami^ts of 
har head, were gone, except a profusion of 
beautiAil hair, which had fallen in dishevel- 
led luxuriance around her neck and shoul- 
ders. Her fece, which was turned in pro* 
file to Victoria, seemed very youthful, and 
lovely in the extreme, although in some de- 
gree disfigured by the evident traces of ter- 
ror, tears, and unutterable anguish: her 

c a 
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hands, too, wbicb were Guiteiied together, 
seemed modelled with exquisite syoimQUy» 
and were of snowy whiteness. 

Victoria, bdioldii^ in her a fellow-suf- 
ferer, was anxious to afford her that conso^* 
lation whidi sympathy eould gi^e ; bat how 
to aj^yroach her, or announoe the pre^eaen 
(tf any person, without alarming tibe we^ 
ing stranger, made Victorsihesitiiite. Trem* 
bling from former apprehension, she slowly 
arose from the ground, and was aupportiqg 
herself by the back of the chair, omsideriog 
how to proceed, when a new sound as^mkd 
her ears, coming from the side of the room 
parallel with ihe beds, and whidi seeQMdts 
prooeeding in a kind of hollow bound &om 
behind the tapestry, whither Victoria di« 
rected her eyes, and in an instant after ht^ 
held a figure in armour reoede in the tapes* 
try, leaving a black void, through which a 
v^ierableJooking old man immediately 
rudned, who, with mudi agitatiaii,iipprQadb* 
ed the stranger, exdaiming-^^ Diluted by 
your cries, my child, I traoed you hithen** 

^' Gracious Broyideniee F dbe almost 
shrieked; imd,ashecutthecQRlthat boimd 
her, she fell sensdess into his strma» and tti^ 
that state he bore hesr through the chasm 
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he had entered by, whkh instantly doised 
upon them, and Victoria beheld them no 
more. 

Amaznnent now assumed fuU empire 
over Victoria's faculties, and, striving to ac- 
count for all she had seen, subdued fbt some 
time eveiy idea of personal fear. At length 
the recollection of her own calamities re- 
curred with redoubled poignanqr ; and re- 
flecting upon the singular composure of 
Hero, she felt convinced that she had, in 
some solemn, undoubted manner, been as- 
sured of protection, and that to be near her 
tras the most probable place of safety in the 
xooBOu Softly, therefore, she approached 
Hero's bed, and gently laid herself upon the 
out^de of it without awaking her. 

Here Victoria respired more freely, and 
her fhime was more at ease than in the 
chair, but ber spirits bad been too much 
agitated to admit of sleep ; and visibly fiu 
tigued, in body and mind, Teresa found her 
in the morning, when Diego opened the 
gloomy prison, to admit the old woman, 
who was preparing to assist Victoria in 
dressing, when Hero, in an imperious tone 
of authority, commanded ber attendance 
upon herself. 
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Teresa, by the contortions of her htoW 
and lips, seemed only waiting to reply until 
she could find terms of reproof sufBciently 
severe to express her indignation at such 
unparsdleled insolence. When Victoria, in a 
tone of placid sweetness, said — ^* Pray, Te* 
resa, allow your humanity to give assistance 
-to a being more helpless than I am ; for al- 
though unaccustomed to dress myself^ and 
not reared in the employment c^ dressing 
others, I think it is very possible I.«may 
contrive to put on my own clothes." 

Teresa, trembling with rage, obstinately 
continued officiating about Victoria's toilet, 
_and would not move iLsin^e^ step to offer 
the smallest assistance to Hero, who, a little 
disconcerted by Victoria's sarcasm, did not 
venture to repeat her command, but con- 
trived to adorn herself in the most becoming 
manner, and took care to lead the way down 
stairs, and to enter the comidor before oi|r 
: heroine, who was much delighted to find 
Sebastian there, with Alonzo. 

When breakfast was ended, Victoria and 
her venerable friend strolled into the library ; 
and while they affected to be engaged by 
books, Victoria recounted all her fears, and 



EOMANCK OB THE PYBENEES. 31 

bU the realities that had occurred since they 
separated flie precMing day« 

Sebastian truly sympathized in her suf- 
ilring8» and dented that his unavrndable 
absence had augmented her alarms. Im- 
pwtant bumiess had called him away, he 
said^ and was sorry to inform her that he 
must leave her again in hal£^n*hour«— '* But,'' 
continued he, '* I think you may consider 
yourself perfectly secure at present, my dear 
child, don Manud having again sent strict 
orders for your s^itfety ; and although you 
may pieet numiberless alarms, no real dan* 
ger awaits you, at least until his return ; 
mid then we must trust in the goodneira of 
^Providence for your protection." 

Victoria sighed piteously, but was thank- 
iiilfor even this j»hort period of certain safe- * 
, ty.— " The absence of Hii^pdy to, too," said 
flh^ ** made me feel more forlorn : have I 
lost that friend, segnor ?" 

** Heaven forbid, my child ! an afiair of 
consequence called him h^ice yesterday ; he 
is not yet returned, and if he staiys much 
Iwger, I (diall indeed entertain a thousand 
apprehensions for his safety." 

" May Providence protect him !" said 



9S EOHANCE W THE FYBBMBEB. 

Victom; ** tiid'heseiiiHi: too ^Atanablid* idat 
to be the pecuUwr care of Heay^ti/' ^ 

*' Ah, ib]^ diiid ! all wboar^ amiabte have 
iidt (for some triie reaaon, n6 doubt) the 
saitie proMetioR from above," Sebastiaa te- 
plied ; and theti Ifidl into a deep and aq^^ 
rentl}r<>paiitfid mtning; 

Victoria, gucadti^ thai iSbe aad 6td of his 
ubfortunate. pupil t%ow agitated his nmid, 
wifikbed to witfadtaw ^Ina ideas from ao dis- 
tressing a sulgect ; iand not oomfortaMe in 
the thought of having aome other peraon's 
valuable property in hier "possession, drew 
the ptctuite limn her podce^ and telling.Se- 
bastian bow it oame into her hands, be|^ped 
to know if ke toiiid tdl her to whom it be* 
longed. -r . <: 

Sdbastion Iboked at it, and declared he 
could give b^ no itifisrmation relbti Ve^ to it 
'' Alas ! then, what shall I do with % 
segnor?" 

'* Keepdt until jxnx hear ii inquired for: 
a thing of so moch; value, depend upon % 
will not remiaili Ibng undaimtd. In the 
meantiine, I would hot have you mentkai 
it ; for so mystmous is this plaoe^ that a 
thousand to one jbut the triffing circum- 
stance of your finding this portrait might 
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tttim out the meanis of subjeeting some in- 
nocent pers(Mi to destruction. The way in 
which 3rou found it leads me to beUeve 
something of mystery annexed to it tibat 
puzzles me. Were it plundered firom some 
unhappy traveller^ the robber would have 
been more careful of it ; and the freshness 
of the Colouring must lead us to suppose it 
recently drawn, and that ther^re it could 
not have fallen from a place of long con- 
cealment, when the demcms of mischief con*> 
Teyed away your poor companion's bed." 

^ From this colouring, certainly, as well 
as from the brilliancy of the gems, and from 
the modern style of the setting, we have 
every reason to suppose this picture very 
lately drawn," said Victoria ; and with ea^ 
gemess she spoke ; '^ and therefore I should 
appose it not impossible, segnor, that the 
original is still in existence." 

" Certainly," replied Sebastian, " we may 
appose it, and wish it too, as the counte- 
nmce seems to proclaim the possession of 
U3sny mental ais well as perscmal perfections." 

•* Oh ! of every perfecticm ! These eyes, 
^<^or, speak the language of a heart re- 
plete witli virtues, and a mind gfewing with 

€8 
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every grace that wisdom and genius could 
•inspire ; and >  ' ' Victoria suddenly ceas- 
ed, deeply l]|lushing at the energy of her 
expressions. Sebastian still listened atten- 
tively for the completion of the sentence. 
She blushed a still-deeper hue, and after 
two or three efforts to articulate without 
embarrassment, she (Continued'-'-'^ I spoke 
with the enthusiasm of an amateur in paint- 
ing, segnor : I was accustomed to draw a 
great deal in my days of happiness, and 
ever took delight in portraying beautiful 
and expressive countenances — how charmed 
should I then have been to have had so fine 
a head m this to copy !*' 

" Can you not copy it now, my fair en- 
thui^astic, artless artist?" said Sebastian, 
with an arch smile. 

^* Oh, segnor ! no : the hand trembling 
with apprehension ill could guide a pencil." 

"But although indifferently executed," 
replied Sebastian, gravely, " the attempt 
might amuse you, and, as much as possible, 
.you ought to divert your thoughts from 
your hapless situation, else» my sweet child, 
your mind and frame will become too much 
enervated to support you through those 
trials which may heip await you." 
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^ Th^n^ 8€^or, I will noMike the attempt ; 
not that my feebk: pencil^ now more enfee- 
bled by £^ar^ can ever trace perfection like 
this.** 

^* I b^eve^'* said Sebastian, *^ I can fur- 
nish you with materials.'* 

" it is probable/' she replied, " that my 
own baggage can supply me.; I have never 
yet found sufficient courage to inspect it, 
but have no doubt my drawing implements 
were sent with me." 

Sebastian thought she might venture to 
her chamb^, and draw there for an hour or 
more, without the smallest probability of any 
interruption ; he having overheard Alonzo 
tell Hero, that he would take her round the 
jcainparts, and knowing Diego and Juan 
would be busily employed for the next two 
hours in the ^innQury. 

The l^d£>hoQr was now elapsed that Se- 
bastian could remain with our heroine. Re- 
luctantly she saw him depart ; and unmo- 
lested, she gained her own chamber, the 
door of which she carefully closed after hdr ; 
wd, by no m^ans devoid of apprehension, 
notwithstanding her venerable friend's as- 
surances, she set about the inspection of her 
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" Wh^t fetty Id rtiis r *h*ittghi she. '' Owi 

a wretched being like me, persecuted, friend- 
less, forlorn, without o «pot ta> tefet Securely 
in — trembling at every soun^, laHd irppldkd 
irt even the beMing of toy own beiEurt-^M^n I 
pretend to guide a pe&tA, ^ tlhitak %o flfid 
amusement ii) an attempt like4hk? Ah! 
no, no! Sebastian raflier h<:^[)^ thun thought 
I could make the effort** 

Victoria now itepls^ced all of her baggage 
which she had removed, and rdGol^ted to re- 
turn to the libmry, and summon TereM^ as 
her nerves were so weakened by constaiit 
apprehensicm, she did not like to-Kmain by 
herself, seeluded from the inhabited piart of 
the castle ', but beyond conception we^e h<er 
dismay and consternation, Wh^n, on ttyitig 
to open the door, she found it imihovenbly 
fastened by ft common fi^ng4ock, whidi 
could only be opened by the key, which 
was now at the other side, and every essay 
to force it proved unsuoclsssful! '^ 

Wearied by her inefifeclufeil efforts, ftttd 
finding no bell in the room, she at length 
threw herself into a dialr, in a i^te of the 
most torturing apprehension. It is impos- 



sibie to follow the human mindi, involved in 
pefplextty, through eveiy new idea, so ra- 
pidly they arise ; but, by a long concatena- 
tion, Victoria was led ftom the deepest abyss 
of despair into the calm sunshine of hope; 
and better to deserve the protection of Pro- 
vidence, she devoutly sank upon her knees, 
and for some moments soared beyond the 
scenes of her sufferings ; but to horror in- 
e^xpnesslble was she soon recalled, by the 
drawing of the trapdoor-boits^— sounds so 
forcibly impressed upon her senses the pre- 
ceding night, that tliey instantly aroused 
hfer ftorti her knees — but to what purpose ? 
The door was firmly fastened, and' her re- 
treat that way cut off— daylight could not 
fev6UT her concealment in the room, as 
night had done. What could she do ? The 
door in the tapestry at this moment darted 
into her remembrance ; almost frantic with 
fear and eagerness, she flew towards it, and 
strove with dl her force to open it, but in 
^In. The trapdoor began to sink : wildly 
she dasped her hands, and in raising them, 
wWle she invoked the aid of Heaven, struck 
them against the warrior's shield, when im- 
ttiediately the figure receded, leaving space 
^ufiident for her to pass throiigb, which, as 
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. may be supposed^ she lost no time in doing; 
, and cautiously closing the aperture after her, 
she found herself in total darkness ; at least 
the transition from dear light, to a faint glim- 
mering of ity made it appear so to her for 
several moments, during which she feared 
even to stir, as she knew not where to move 
her feet with safety ; or, if the most trivial 
noise might not lead the men whom she 
heard speaking in the room she had just es- 
caped fromj to trace her to her place of re- 
fuge. 

At length her eyes, accustomed to the 
change of light, began by degrees to distin« 
aguish objects, and she found herself to be 
at the top of a narrow cylindrical staircase^ 
closely encompassed by stonework, through 
which light was admitted by small chinks. 

Upon discovering the staircase, she re- 
solved to venture down : apprehensively 
she descended a number of steps, which at 
length terminated in a landing-place of cir- 
cular form* in which, to her inexpressible 
astonishment and chagrin, she could see no 
door, nor any possible method of further 
progress. 

What was now to be her fate ? She was 
uncertain that a return to her chamber, even 
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in some hours after, would be i^ttended with 
safety ; and if it would, she was not sure 
but the pass she had escaped by was secured 
against her return, by some impenetrable 
secret. Minutely she searched every part 
of the landing-place for some channel to lead 
her to a more secure retreat i for that the 
old man and his daughter had benefited by 
one the preceding night, she could have no 
doubt 

Full of chi^n at her cruel destiny, that 
would not permit her finding out this secret, 
so essential to her safety, she sat down upon 
the last step of the staircase, and there ru- 
minated upon her hapless situation. At 
night, no doubt, when Hero retired to her 
chamber, she should be enabled, by her 
means (if every other failed), to extricate 
herself from this gloomy prison ; but should 
she be compelled to announce the place of 
her concealment, it must naturally point out 
the way by which the old man and his child 
lescaped, and perhaps prove the means of that 
interesting female's destruction. This idea 
was so painful to her feeling, generous mind, 
that she resolved, self-preservation alone 
should force her to attempt the discovery 
of. where she had flown for refuge; but 
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should she not find out any method of es- 
cape, and that at night Rero, by the in- 
fluence of cruel fiite, might not retire to 
tiiat chamber, what was to become of her ? 
She shuddered, but hastily dismissed the 
agonizing thought, still building hope upon 
that power her soul rested upon for pro- 
tection. 

About an hour Victoria had remained in 
doleful contemplation, when, in changing 
her position, she perceived the step upon 
which she sat was made of oak, while all the 
rest were formed of stone. — *^ Why should 
this step be unlike the others ?* was a ques- 
tion that naturally and instantly occurred, 
and as instantly the cause was conjectured ; 
and almost as quickly as the question and 
answer were formed, she was busily em- 
ployed in examination of the step, when, 
to her ineffable transport, she discovered 
hinges to it, dose to the bottom of the step 
above it, almost obscured by the dim light 
of the place, and by a quantity of dust time 
had lodged upon it, but which evidently 
had lately been disturbed* The situation 
of the hinges led her to know the step lifted 
up like the lid of a chest : she trembled witJi 
apprehension, lest it should be &sten^d with- 



inside^ and almost feared to try, lest she 
should experience the grief and disappoint- 
ment of finding it so. At length, calling 
upon the aid of Heaven, she, with a very 
trifling exertion, raised the lid, and beheld 
some small steps in an oblique direction, up 
which a ^fidbnt glimmering c^ daylight ^na* 
Mted : she almost shrieked for joy, and, 
witiiout hesitation, began to descend. Care- 
Ailly she i^osed the pas& after her, and whai 
she reached the last step, she found herself 
6lispended over a large, flat marble, separat- 
ed from the bottom of the staircase upon 
which she stood, by a distance of about three 
feet With ease Victoria jumped upon tlie 
platform, and, stooping down to disencum- 
ber her head from the building whidl coft- 
healed the staiitiaSe, discovered a flight of 
^bout a do2en steps from one end of the 
platform, which, in front, was screened hy 
a structure of great breadth and immense 
height 
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CHAPTER III. 

, Victoria paused for a few moments, to re- 
cover breatb, and to consider whether she 

^sho^ld dare to venture further. Hotron 
greater than those she had encountered with- 
in the three last weeks of her life, . could 
scarcely assail her : she had escaped without 
injury from the past, and, firmly relying 
upon the care of Heaven, hoped stiU to 
meet with the same protection. 

These ideas led our heroine down tiie 
step^, when she found herself in an immense 
aisle of a Gothic church, on each side of 
which were ranged monuments and shrines 
of beautiful structure ; and the place she had 

>t emerged firom was most curiously con- 
oealed from common observation by a shrine 
of wonderful beauty. 

Struck with awe the most reverential for 
this hallowed place, Victoria believed herself i 
to be in a sacred sanctuary, where the assas- ! 
sin's arm had not power to reach her. Slowly 
advancing, still at every step invoking pro- 
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.tection from each saint whose ashes lay 

there enshrined^ she ventured forward, the 

solemn gloom of the place inspiring sensa- 

rtions not dissimilar to those awakened by 

apprehension. At length she reached the 

.t^mination of the aisle, and a large folding- 

Aoot before her kindled for a moment the 

brightest rays of hope within her bosom. 

.But too soon were they extinguished ; the 

door was strongly barred, and fastened by 

immense locks, which she had no means to 

Cjjien. 

Not knowing what plan to pursue, and 
quite lost ki painfully-perplexing musings 
she unconsciously walked up the aisle again, 
passed the shrine she had emerged from, 
and before she could collect her ideas into 
a state for forming any rational plan, reach* 
ed the other extremity of the msle, where 
^ she beheld a most superb and beautiful mo- 
numait, almost in ruins — the only remain- 
ing part of which, that had escaped the de- 
spoiUng hand of Time upd cold neglect, in- 
stantly awakened her attention. Upon the 
niins of a magnificent base rested a large 
. black marble coffin, dose to which an ele- 
^ gwt figure of a female, in fine white mar- 
ble, knelt in an attitude of grief and lamen- 
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tation— objects which Victoria at once re^ 
cogniMd to be the identical ones she had 
seen through the aperture in the library, 
and which had given birth to such fear and 
surprise. But a short time since, and she 
would have laughed at the phantoms of her 
own imagination ; now they were the phan- 
toms her acquaintance with misery had cre- 
ated, and her mind was no longer to be in- 
fluenced by mirth. 

By having seen this monument from the 
library, she knew this aisle adjoined that 
room ; but whether this haUowei place ap- 
pertained to don Manuel's part of the cas- 
tte, or to Francisco's, she could only oonjec> 
ture ; and as it unquestionably was the chan- 
nel through which, on the preceding night, 
the old man had been led to rescue his 
child from don Manuel's ruffians, and con- 
vey her to some sanctuary near, she nattt« 
rally concluded that it must th^^ore be 
sacred from the power of don Manuel and 
his adherents, if not a secret to them. The 
more she pursued and reasoned upon this 
suggestion, the more she felt persuaded of 
its probability. Hope now again stole into 
her tortured breast, reanimating her droop- 
ing spirits; she respired more freely; her 
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pulse throbbed, and her heart palpitated 

with less vkdenoe. lielieved fit>m the icy 

cbiil of fear, the blood revisited her lips aod 

dieeks ; she eould stand without trembling, 

and look around undaunted. She had here 

no companions but the dead; ^nd young 

as she was, the powers of her mind aasured 

her she had only the living to fear ; and ^ 

she now believed herself in a sanctuaxy, sa^ 

ered from the wicked, she resolved to ex* 

plore every spot around her, to try if Hea* 

ven would permit her to find out tibe way 

by whkb the old mw and his lovely daugh« 

ter had escaped. 

To the right from wheie Victoria was 

then standing, branched off, through a large 

Gotlue arch, a dark vaultooofed passage^ 

which seemed as if it led to another aid^ 

nmrnng parallel with that she was in. 

Through this passage she at once deter^ 

nUned to go : she descended tibree or four 

steps into it, and after moving on a few 

p9ce^ discovered the nave of the elnvrch, 

a^pamted from the passage by a thick iron 

Si^tiog, through whieh there was no^en* 

teaoce: she therefore, proceeded onwards,^ 

^ ascending the same number of step«^ 

^tered the Mhst wk$ whw* iivstapt^r 
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upon glancing her eye along it,: to her ut« 
ter dismay she beheld a man, in the dresi 
appropriate to the hidalgo, standing -with 
his back towards her, his capa gracefully 
twisted round his arms, which seemed fold- 
ed in an attitude of meditation. 

Fear would have prompted instant re^ 
treat; yet hope whispering — " This may 
possibly be the old man," she stopped, and 
stole another glance, but saw not the figure 
of age, nor the smallest resemblance to the 
object ishe wished at that moment to behold. 
The form was so fine, that busy fancy, still 
searching for new objects of alarm, suggest- 
ed the idea of his being don Manuel ; but 
another look convincing her this form was 
slighter, and more youthful, she hesitated 
whether to retire, or implore the protection 
of the stranger; but ere she had time for 
determination, he suddenly turned and ad^ 
vanced towards her, his eyes bent to the 
ground, as if still musing. 

With the electric spring of apprehension, 
Victoria bounded to her retreat ; but in her 
terror, forgetful of the steps, she stumbled 
and fell, with a half^articulated exclamation 
of distress. In a moment she found herself 
rused and supported by the stranger. Ap- 
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prehension now almost deprived her of erery 
Sacvlty ; she could not speak, and feared to 
loak upon him, who, in the gentlest tones 
of kindness and compassion, soothed her 
virith assurances of perfect safety. 

There was something in the sound of the 

stranger's melodious voice, that almost in« 

stantly dissipated her dismay, and her akam- 

«d spirits soon felt the influence of some 

-tranquillizing power; and at length she as- 

jftumed courage sufficient to look upon him, 

to whose humanity she was thus indebted, 

when every other feeling was absorbed in 

pleasing astonishment — the original of the 

so mudi admired portrait was her eompas* 

ttonate supporter. 

Surprise seemed now to have a mutual 
effect upon both; each appeared agitated 
and embarrassed; the stranger still, how* 
ever, endeavouring to calm Victoria's visible 
paiurbation, by making solemn assurances 
of her having nothing to fear there, where 
he could not but express infinite astonish- 
ment at finding her. 

Victoria, making every efibrt to calm her 
fluttered spirits, and collect her mental flu. 
oolties, gently disengaged herself fix>m the 
skranger^s grasp, and, supporting herself 
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agaiiMt a pillar of the mro^^e* sucdnetly 
bted the manniier in which &b? bcean)^ dwi 
Mimuel's captive, B.vd how, by ffn ^larm, sbe 
bad been acoideataUy 1^ to find a p^wage 
into those aisle$--^uppre$sing, however^ t^ 
ioadent of the old mm and his daughter, 
l^t she should, by motioning aU she kv^w 
of their flight to, this young man, unint^i* 
tiKHially prove the mean^ of betraying tbem 
to their enemies. 

The $tmnger appeared sensibly affectod 
by her interesting, artlo^ narrative ; and, 
aftei$<deploiing the calamities of h^ situa* 
tioHf tenderly entreated her to sit down a 
while, until she should perfectly recover the 
excessive perturbation her fall had oocasioii- 
ed : then, with respectful anxious kindness, 
he led h^ to the base of a moni^ient m 
th^ adjoining aisle, and seating hiniaelf be* 
side her, continued to speak with the paost 
animated energy, although in low, yet dk* 
tioot accents.— «^" Would to Heave©," he aaid» 

the power were mv» to $nateh you ffora 
the dangers and horrors with whi^ I too 
w(^ know every hapless captive in this 
diieadful castle is ^oompiuised! But» aka! 
sQamI pifoumstai^edii that my ardent wiflb 
toMnre tbo iuDoo^t, «nd crudi the wntdm 
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vfho have torn every fibre of my bleed- 
ing heart, by cruelties ta those I love, mmi 
wai| the tardy and mysterious m^as^reis of 
those my gratitude has bound ii^e to obey. 
To rescue, from aU the accumulated horrors 
of a dreadful captivity here, ai^ tp^si^ve from 
a deep and direful scheme of diabolical viU 
lamy, a being dearer- to mfi tjhan lapgus^e 
can express, was J 4rawn hither ; and fd^ 
though I now find another amiable ^nd 
lovely ivoman a 4?yoted victim to the same 
insatiate monsjt^nii of iniqi^ity, my indig*- 
nu>t soul, my bursting heairt^ must throbs 
must swep, in silent anguish, and my up- 
lU)^ arm dela^y the Uow,, fifeaven pernuts 
it iiot yet; j^ stride, sin^ at this moment 
obstades iqipede my mieMdres^ which my 
mf^ e£&>rts could not surm((Hmt. I mu$t 
subnet, with, a h^fut torn by ionizing ^ 
p(^n$|bi)s for th^ s^ety of those dearer &r 
tq m^ than my own ^xisteee?, mitH &te, iiv 
iti oiv;^ liQ^r^ permii^ my ^tttemptiug the 
d^f^ll^^e oif ^ho8«^J punt to r^eaae from^ 
mf^ w4, bpndfg^ Th«t: hoar, I am 
ts^^ to»hpp^ is not Sb^ distant, md when 
I am.fiUQ^e4 tp isescue from im^^ndintg de- 

strwi^la^: tlist lively, apvaM^ JMngt ^ 
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whose happiness I am so deeply int^ested, 
rest assured that your dreadful captiTity 
shaU tenninate." - '  

Victoria could thank him only with her 
tears, which the tender pity his looks, words, 
and manner, all expressed, had taught to 
flow. 

The stranger, apparently much sfSseted^ 
continued — ** Bound by a solemn and sa- 
cred oath to conceal from every individual 
in the power of don Manuel the grieft, per- 
plexities, and mysteries, by which I am how 
encompassed, not even to secure your coh- 
fidence, by being as explicit as my heart 
would now prompt, can I violate that sa- 
oied vow given to him whdm afiection and 
pity have led ^ into imminent and m^- 
fold dangers for me. Fettered as I thus 
am, I am conscious' I can only appear to 
you as a doubtful character, and dare 
scarcely hope that any assertions of mine; in 
fiivour of my own integrit]^!, can 6nd fidth 
with you ; yet, under these to6' obvious flSs- 
advantages, I must presume to ebtreat ViMi 
to believe, that for Woi^lds I woulld^ nolTih- 
jure or deoeiye you, <and fiiinly to r^ upini 
ray iiltentioii md ^wer of se^ rdeo^g 
you fix)m your dreadful! captivity.** '^' 
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•* Ah, segnor !" replied Victoria, " wishing 
to find you sincere, I feel but too mudi in- 
dined to believe that truth speaks when you 
do ; but feeling should not alone dictate our 
ojonions, and to judgment I dare not apply, 
since mine is an untried one. Accustomed, 
from my earliest days, to the guidance of 
those who were fully equal to the task, I 
trod no path but those they led me through. 
My guides were skilful, and I had no exer- 
tions to make — ^nothing to fear ; but now, 
alas ! tossed upon a stormy sea, encompassed 
by perils that threaten each moment inevit- 
able destruction— bereft of my pilot, my 
every support, trembling, I still look around 
for succour — still hoping to meet it — still 
fearing to be deceived." 

** Oh that I may be permitted to become 
your pilot — ^your protector \" exclaimed the 
stranger, energetically; " and as you are now 
persecuted, comfortless, forlorn, so may I be 
followed by the just vengeance of Heaven, 
and become of every hope bereft, if I de- 
ceive you !** 

Victoria was sensibly affected, while doubt 
and perplexity compelled her to silence. 
Her first feelings were those of firm reliance 

d2 
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upon the straiiger's honour and sinoaityy and 
it was with much difficulty prudence could 
repress those expres8i<»>s of implicit coiifir 
dence her heart would have else iftsfidred^ l^ 
remindkig her that in doxk Manuel wm a 
striking illustration (^ spedoufi viUailiy, hiu 
whom this stranger, under a^ appei^rano^ 
the most amiable^ might conceal a heairt of 
treachery ; and yet, wa£^ hie r^Uy what h^ 
wore the semblance of, and; wha^ she feH 
powerfully incUned to bdieve bimf bonec^t 
and sincere^ how ungradou^ nay, absobit^^ 
imgrateful, must her silence appear^ aiBQe 
she well knew nothing could be mai^ mo^ 
genial to a friendly and benevolent hewt» 
than to find its offers of kindnesa and, assist- 
ance only met with cold civitity and chill- 
ing suspicion ! Embarrassed and distressed, 
she raised her beautifully4ntellige]ait eyes» 
beaming with seraphic sweetness, to imj^me 
the inspiration of unerring Frovidfeoi^ ^ 
actuate and guide her. 

The stranger, easily, developing the con- 
flict of Victoria's mind, hastUy e^^qlaimed^ 
in visible emotion — *^ Why«*--oh ! why am I 
not permitted at onqe toextiBguish aUd^ese 
suspicions, which axe so unjust to n^ej, and 
but too painful to yoiur own ingenuous 
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to shelter ! Why must I not dare to con- 
vey you to the safe and honoural]Ae protec-. 
tion 'of that beloved being, who shares in 
every interest — m every feeling of my heart ! 
¥Vom faeir Mendship and protection, the 
tMiobling deKcacy of yonr mind would not 
fiAttrink ; for, lovely, amiable, interesting, and 
iinlforttiiiate, like yourself, you would in hers 
€nd ia kindted heart. She would, with the 
tehd^ solidtude of ^sterly sSMAon, sooth 
your •cares, dispel your doubts, and shelter 
you from horror, until the hour of libera- 
tion ; but a strange and too cruelly myste- 
tio&s destiny fdibids the realizing of this 
my ardeitt wish : yet do not, I conjure you, 
dherish suspicions of my honour; beUeve 
me, it is unmerited. Look upon me, I im- 
plore you, as a brother-— as a friend faithful 
to your interest, devoted to your cause*** 

*• No occasion having ever occurred, in my 
days of peace and happiness, to call forth the 
exertions of my intellectual stores,** repUed 
Victoria, whilst tears stole unbidden down 
her paltid cheeks, the Soft effusions of that 
gratitude she now no longer doubted wasf 
the stranger^s due, ** I know not how great 
or how trifling may be the stock of them 
which I possess ; mid now, when called upon 
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to think for-^to act for mysdf, I cannot but 
hesitate— -I cannot but tremble, at the ded- 
sions of an untried judgment Illusions 
may arise to beguile my inexperienced pru* 
dence ; but as I wish to act with rectitude^ 
Heaven, I trust, will guide me, and under 
the idea of this influence, I feel as if inspired 
with firm confidence in your faith — as if I 
ought to consider you my fiiend — as if it 
would be sacrilege against truth and ho- 
nour to cherish a doubt of your sincerity." 

^* Believe,*' returned the stranger with the 
most animated fervour, ** that the same pu- 
rity which influences your mind actuates 
my intentions. I may im>ve unfortunate 
in your service ; but rest assured you shall 
never — ^no, never, find me unworthy that 
confidence you may be induced to repose in 



me.** 



At that moment a clock struck one, and 
a dismal bell tolled sadly on the instant, 
and the stranger predpitately arose fixHn 
his seat, in evident chagrin. 

" Alas !" said he, " fiiendship compels me 
to distress you ! I must entreat your im- 
mediate return to the castle, since here with 
safety you can remain no longer." 

" Alas !*• exclaimed Victoria, bursting into 
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Ufajm, ^ and must I i^turn ta the casde ! 
must. I indeedj segnor T and her voice fell 
tp such a fMteous padenoe, that savage ears 
alcxie could have heard her unmoved. 

. T^e stranger's bosom heaved with sup- 
f>]fessed emotiqn ; a tear of pity increased the 
4ustre of his fine eyes, and after a painful 
pause of agitation* he spoke, in a voice that 

^falteringly betrayed how much he was affect- 
ed — ** I fear you must, since I know, alas! 

/of no alternative. Be assured there are forci- 
ble wd invincible reasons for your return 

. into the castle, or. Heaven knows, I would 
be one of the last persons upon earth to urge 
it* Was your absence to be discovered by 
don Manuel's people, before the moment or- 

jdained far your effectual escape, or were you 
]bo be found here by those whom that bell 

. may draw hither^ your destruction would 
be inevitable. I must therefore consign you 
J;q temporary misery, to save you fipom per- 

; ^lanent ruin, and effect your immediate re- 
turn by a secret way which was lately re- 
vealed to me." 

RespeotfuUy he now took her passive, fear- 
chiUed hand, and led her through the arcade 
into thefirst aisle she had entered, still speak- 
ing, in gentlest accent^, as they walked along 
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^*^ Da not eomid^ nie iMi^uid in M«tid- 
ship, or devoid cf spirit oir blum^ity,'' said 
he, *' because 1 do not now boldly attempt 
your escape. Believe ine^ no mortal sti^eiigtli 
or stratagem could tww ^fifect it. To rescue 
beings infinitely dearer to me than exist- 
ence from the di»bo!ical community of the 
castle, has be^n, f6r some time past, the sole 
purpose of my Blind, and I have found it 
an enterprise of suoh hazard and difficulty, 
that it requires the counsel and aid of judg- 
m^it and p&vvet tar superior to my own; 
but, as I have every reason t6 believe suc- 
cess will, ere kmg, bl^ss my anxious linda*- 
taking^ I must eritrent the friends I would 
SCTve to call fdrth all the forcfes <£ their 
minds, to sustain thetn throagh thd^^^erere 
trials I feai^ they may be doomed to «i- 
countei* until the hout of thdr emancipa- 
tion.** 

" The dangers and difficulties which your 
humanity leadb you into, well n^rit fioth 
us everj^ attentxcin to your widiefs,'* replied 
Victoria; " and were I but certain don Ma- 
nuel would not return to his castle whilst I 
am destined to remain there, I think I could 
meet whatever triab I am doomed to with 
some degree of iSiteKiesfi.'* 
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** Don ManueV said the stranger, in evi- 
dent emotion, ^^ is at present engaged in a 
business of a most diabolical nature, which, 
though involved in difficulties, dangers, per- 
plexity, and mystery, so determined is he 
upon success, that nothing, I am persuaded, 
cm induce him to relinquish it at present ; 
to that before he returns to the castle, I 
have no doubt of your being restored to li« 
berty." 

By this time they reached the monument 
of the Uack coffin, where they stopped. 
The stranger, springing up behind the figure, 
pressed a small brass plate concealed among 
the decorations of a marble tablet,apparently 
fixed to the wall, but which advanced seve- 
ral inches from its station the moment he 
touched the plate. Cautiously looking 
through the small chasm which prudence 
suffered him to mak&-— ^* All is safe," he 
said; " you now may fearlessly venture 
iHtbout any danger of discovery." Then 
instriK^ting her in the nature and situation 
of the springs, which on both sides actuated 
, this pannel, be proceeded — ** From eleven 
.to one each day you may venture hither, 
without any apprehension of observers upon 

d8 
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either side; but ever cautiously close the 
pannel after you have effected your pur- 
pose; and, as I may have many things of 
consequence to communicate to you, it will 
be absolutely necessary for us sometimes to 
meet ; nay, I ought to see you every day, 
for the moment of escape may arrive when 
I least expect it, and I shall have no other 
means of informing you of it ; you must not 
— cannot, therefore, object to grant me fre- 
quent interviews. Promise,** continued he, 
beseechingly, " to meet me at this spot by 
twelve to-morrow.** 

" I promise," replied Victoria, blushing, 
" since I feel persuaded I have no perfidy 
to apprehend from you ; and I, alas ! cannot 
now consider what propriety would dictate, 
in situations less forlorn and wretched than 
my own.** 

The stranger, with the liveliest touches 
of joy and gratitude beaming over his fine 
and intelligent countenance, gracefully 
thanked her for the confidence with whidi 
she honoured him ; then, presenting his 
hand to her, he assisted her in ascending the 
pedestal, and opening the aperture wide 
enough to admit her — '* It is almost unne- 
cessary for me,'* he said, " to entreat a total 



sileBoe relative, to me, and your discovery cf 
this place, which, strange as it may appear to 
yoa, is yet a secret to don Manuel and his 
associates;'' then respectfully bowing, he 
continued—** Farewell, until to-morrow! 
may Heaven protect you ! Believe me 
your friend." 

" Farewell ! and may Heaven bless you, 
my friend!" Victoria falteringly articula- 
ted, as she passed into the library. The 
stranger closed the pannel, and Victoria 
sank upon the sofa beneath it, in a pertur- 
bation of spirits not to be described, and 
scarcely to be Conceived. The variety of 
sensations her agitated mind had undergone, 
once she parted from Sebastian, all left 
some trace behind them ; but Hope, al- 
though a trembler, shot some soothing sun- 
beams through her breast; while admira- 
tion of her new friend, and pleasing asto- 
nishment at finding in her promised deli- 
verer the original of that mysteriously- 
found portrait she so much was charmed 
with, bore no inconsiderable share in her 
emotions ; whilst the danger she had incur- 
Jped of observation, in the moment of enter- 
ing the library, made her shudder with those 
p»nful emotions which just-escaped danger 
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itig pe^; Bilt limr v^fe ftHibise ie^g» :<tf 
jiist^^oided destruction migineiiMd,; Av^i^^ 
t)lu t in A feW foments nfteir, Diego emtifed 
the lOofflfT lie 'approadied her m4k a Mu 
spectfhl bow,- mid while diift <xMiiiteiHMft 
bore evident marks of agitation, he §p6lks 
to her thus :-^ 

** Finding that segnbr Aidnzo had <$ho9iti 
to take your domes^ from ber attenditiKSe 
upcm yoti, donna, I c^me to thesis a^oft- 
ments, to le^^n 'if ydu wished for Teresa to 
remain with you ; but here you were not, 
donna, and I have been since &H througii 
the grounds and cdstk in queiE^ of you, fcA 
of apprehension for your saftty, at a loss to 
accoufit lor your disappearance." He Mk^ 
ed with such a scrutinking gaae upon hM», 
^t Vidldri^ believed her letreat to the 
church was discovered ; and while her coun- 
tenance porttftyed ailt the terror of alarm,^ 
she trembled With increasing violence. 

** Donna !** eicclaimed Diego, in a tpne 
and with a look of sl^ongly-niaiked p^i^ 
trating inquiry.^— ** Donna! I must ask, wha* 
has occurred to cause such eictraordinary 
agitation ?* 

^* Unneeessftfy que^don f* replied Vioto- 
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ril^ bttwtkig iMto tean. ^' Am I ndt in dcoi 
Mantfel*«ca«de?" 

^' And wliat then ?" said Diego/ sternly. 

•• Because,'' petomed Vietdria^ quickly 
McaAling tier ^ftiental ipowers, ^ because, aL 
tlkoi^h pMtected by yoa, I am yet a stranger 
itere, and the gloom and lorieliness^-^yon 
mufift excuse me if I add, the mysteries of 
the ^ce, caxmdt but awaken agitation and 
alarm without new causes." 

Diego i^BpeotftiUy retreated several paces 
4Kan her, white the sternness of his counte- 
ntttloe gave way to a placid but solemn tone 
— *' Hove a care, donna," he said, " that you 
are not in pursuit of the phanton^ escape ; 
but I hope and trust the suspicions which 
y^diur long absence awakened were grounds 
leas." For a moment he paused, and then 
proceeded, giving keenly at her, as'if to de- 
vek>p more than she might choose to reveal. 

** You rested undisturbed in your apart- 
ment last night, I hope, d<^na?" 

Victoria perfectly understood his mean* 
kig; her ccmscioos heart beat quick with 
fear df a discovery of that secret she was in 
possession of; yet her anxious wish to con- 
ceal the means of die female's escape awaken- 
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ed disdmulation in hex guildiess boMin, and 
taught her the subterfuge of prevarication. 

" You promised me an apartment/' she 
replied, with sarcastic emphasis, ^ where I 
should rest undisturbed. Confiding in your 
sincerity, I had no apprehension of your de- 
ceiving me ; and you, to whom the secrets 
of this castle are so well known, can enter- 
tain no doubt of how tranquilly I passed 
my night." 

Diego, in his turn, now appeared embar« 
rassed and confused ; he hesitated some mo* 
ments, ere he could articulate with firmness 
*— " Well should I deserve your sarcasm, 
donna, were I to blame. I had no idea that 
any thing could occur to alarm you in that 
chamber, and was, until this morning, to- 
tally unacquainted with the drcumstanoe 
that did so ; however, I still hoped you had 
slept undisturbed by those from whom you 
had no danger to apprehend. Let not this, 
donna, weaken your faith in me ; believe me 
faithful, and you shall find me so ; yet, if 
you feel in the least degree averse to sleep- 
ing in that chamber, you shall have another 
prepared for your reception." 

Victoria, who had now very powerful 
motives for wishing to retain that apart- 
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ment, from whence, in the moment of dan- 
ger, she had a chance of securing a retreat ; 
and believing that all chambers in that cas- 
tte were equally accessible, at once resolved 
to affect implicit confidence in Diego's faith, 
as the most likely means of gratifying that 
^wish, and ensuring his protection. 

** I think," replied she, endeavouring to 
conceal her anxiety by speaking with com- 
posure, " I think I may place a firm reli- 
ance upon your sincerity. I desire no other 
chamber, and shall consider myself perfectly 
secure there, if you assure me I have no- 
thing to apprehend.'* 

Diego felt so pleased and so flattered, that 
the sweetest smiles of benevolence and sa- 
tisfaction illumined his strikingly-fine coun- 
tenance ; and the savafge ruffian seemed iii 
one instant to be softened into the sem- 
blance of every benign and social virtue. 

" May I perish the moment after, if I 
deceive you I** exclaimed he, emphatically, 
whilst the fire of truth flashed from his 
speaking eyes. " Every species of alarm 
or danger which I can foresee or prevent, you 
shall rest in that chamber securely from." 

" I went thither this morning to arrange 
my wardrobe," said Victoria, " and was 
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chased from tbenee by alarm, upon thorn 
men ^ain opening that horrid passage.'' 

" They shall alarm you no more ; they 
went there tiiis morning in pursuit of an- 
other, not you, donna; but that person has 
bf some miracle-— or perhaps you — and yet 
— ^no, no, that could not be-* — '' He he- 
^tated-^paused for a moment, and then 
proceeded^ so occupied by the perplexities 
bf his mind, that he observed not the pitt 
able confusion into whidi he had thrown 
Victoria. 

** I must request that you will, donna, i 
relate every incident that occasioned your 
akrm last night ; and beware, I entreat you, 
how you suppress a single circumstance, lest, 
by doing so, you endanger your own safely." 

This impHcated threat shook her courage 
but not her rectitude, which had determin- 
ed not to betray the innocent ; and s^ain 
the situation she was involved in led her fo 
what, in other circumstances, the ingeniu 
ousness of her mind would have recoiled 
from~-the subterfuge of evasion. 

" I was alarmed,'' she replied, ** ty the 
drawing of rusty bolts; and immediatdy 
after I behdd a chasm in the flocnr, through 
which a ruffian of horrid aspect wose. Yoa 



«amiwt sMAy ^v^nder that tettdrv ita mth a 
ttemeirt, sbMld ainiiiiilat^ «teiy pefcep- 
Cibii, or tibat I can tdl you no one <iTcuin- 
sfcance Wtlidh occ^ired dfter thitt di-eaidful 
tMOtn^mt, tcurtil I r<teoverM fhnn tlie eflfect 
dT my afrp^ebc^iGlotig, when I found my 
ehamber in ^i^if^sicm of Hero and myself, 
ttid evwjr ^Ing ^rotmd remaining in the 
siuaaie stdite exactly that tbey were before the 
ruffians entered/' 

** It is strange 1 very fiitrange T said Diego, 
tboughtfnily. Then, after a pause, he again 
addressed Victoria—-" I pledge myself, don- 
na, for yottr safety through the night, during 
^se absence of don Manuel ; but in the day^ 
lime, I am sorry to say, I can only promise 
you that protection my arm can give you, 
since to Alonzo's care niy master has com- 
mitted your days ; and, from wtty soul, I 
wish he had notT He now looked cau* 
tiously a]k>uiid, asid, lowering his voice, 
c<Mitinued— ^ I know not why it is, but 
every hour I feel more and more convinced 
that I could not injure yoU, ^v^ if eom- 
nutnded to it by my master, ^ho^ orders, 
during many years» althou^ <)3ften tortur* 
ing to my feeVngs, I have never disobeyed, 
and Alonzo makes me tremble for you. 
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He is a villain for villainy's sake^ not even 
fidthful to his commander when his own. in- 
terest intervenes. I am oertain he now has 
mischief in his head-— in his hewt it ever is ; 
and he is training that vile miscretoit, your 
attendant^ to be the instrument of his 
treachery. Beware of them both ; and go 
no where with them unaccompanied by 
segnor Sebastian^* Hippolyto, or myself. 
Hippoly to's suspicions of him first awak^ti* 
ed mincy and you will find us both equally 
vigilant in warding off, if possible, all im- 
pending danger from you.'' 

'^ May Heaven recompeise both yoa and 
him for your benevolent kindness to nae T 
exclaimed Victoria, with streaming eyes. 
^ As for me, poor and forlorn as I acn^ I 
can, alas! only thank my friends, and fed 
my obligations." 

'* Alas ! donna," returned Diego, *' small 
is the service within our ppw^ ; but cauld 
we essentially benefit you, the. only reoqm- 
pence that we should wish foi; would be to 
behold you happy." 

Victoria took off a valuable ring, and, 
presenting it to Diego,, said— ^^^ Accept this 
as a small testimony of my confidence in 
your faith." 



BOMANCE OF THE PTBENEES. 67 

<« As such I receive it," he replied, bow- 
ing respectfully ; ** but first you must un- 
derstand the full extent of my promises. 
Firmly bound by the ties of gratitude to 
don Manuel, the world could not tempt me 
to betray him, or prove false to his interest. 
I therefore cannot aid you in an escape from 
hence, nor would I suffer you to make it, 
if in my power to prevent you ; but, even 
at the hazard of my life, will I preserve you 
from every danger here, unless my master 
should command me to cease that protec- 
tion," 

" Alas ! I can expect no more," said Vic- 
toria, mournfully. '' But tell me, my good 
friend, how I can beware of Hero and Alon- 
SQ, when, so many hours each day, I am 
without other protection than that of Hea* 
ven?" 

•* Do you know how to fire off a pistol ?" 
i^lied IH^o, after a pause of consideration ; 
^ and do you possess sufficient courage to 
Daake use of one, if driven to extremity ?" 
" Desperation would certainly be the best 
stimulus to my courage," answered Victo- 
ria ; " and I know not what self-preserva- 
tion might inspire. My brother, in happier 
^ys and in a sportive humour, taught me 



toiire^ thougfa litUe, little thinking tkat I 
should ever have occasion to reap adv^sitftge 
irom sach a masculine acquirement." 

Oiego drew a small pistol from his bdt, 
and, giving it to her — ^ Conceal this," said 
he, *' in your girdle, amongst the folds of 
your drapery, where it will be at hanc^ 
^uld occasion call forth an exertion, which 
I am well aware will be highly repugnant 
to your feelings; but necessity posseasea 
powerful incentives, and I may venture to 
promise that the sight of it will be alone 
sufficient to intimidate Alonzo from any 
purpose, since he is the veriest coward that 
ever chose Satan for a guide." 

Victoria, with a sad heart and tremUing 
hand, disposed ci the pistol as Diego had 
directed^ when he again repeated his soleoEm 
promise of affording her every protection, 
and then departed to execute some domes- 
tic business, well knowing that his \orAj 
dhaige had then no danger to apprehend, 
since Alonzo's projects, whatever they mi^t 
be, he was certain, were not yet ripe for 
performance. 

Victoria, again left to ruminate upon the 
horrors of her &te, soon was buried in pro- 
found and painful meditation. Amongst 
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the numerous subj^s which occupied her 
thoughts, the portrait was not fb*gotten» the 
QiigiDAl of whieh deie bad found more» ii^^ 
mtely iXM>re, amiable and fascinatiiDg, than 
eTeci his striking resembbmce had bespdken 
him to be. She wished to have it in ker 
power to see the object of his attaehojait, 
whose pcafeetions he h^ m^tiosied with 
all the ardour of unfeigned tendeomess 
aad admiration. Heavily she sighed as 
ftocy resounded his words, and retraced 
the softeBed expressioD of his oountecttnce, 
whenerer he mentioned this beloved being, 
in whom, it at length occurred to her, she 
m%ht identify the female, so beautiful, so 
fiMciiiating, so interesting, who had caused 
her aktrm the preceding ni^t The more 
she thought upon this idea, the more she 
was convinced of its probability ; and if it 
tmiHj w^re sos, sheoould not:— no, sheoauld 
not wood» at the strragth and tenderness 
of hoe attachment Fcarvently she wished 
them as hiippy as they apparently deserved 
to be; but she, alas ! she knew was nevar, 
never to be happy more. Her cheek sank 
in pcnatve sadness on her hand, her elbow 
iM^g.up(m one arm of the »dk : sadder 

mAim^i^ she faeemne^iunttt the &11 inix> a 
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state almost approaching to despondence, 
when some new idea awakened hope, upon 
whose pinions she soared, and all her thoughts 
flew up to Heaven. Prostrate she fell— her 
hands uplifted; for succour she implored, 
and to be inspired with patient acquiescence 
in the wise decrees of Providence. The 
tear of piety glistened in her eyes — its 
purest glow mantled over her cheeks ; she 
felt fortitude and resolution taking posses- 
sion of her soul, while resignation diffused 
its balmy influence through her tranquil* 
lizing mind. In this moment Sebastian en- 
tered ; but, as she beheld him not, he gazed 
in silent admiration upon her, too much le* 
specting her employment to attempt an in* 
terruption. At length she arose, reassumed 
her seat, and Sebastian approached. 

'^ You look more cheerful and composed, 
my child,'* said he, affectionately, ^ thui 
when I parted from you this morning; and 
may I ask, is this happy change effected by 
your intercourse with the Deity, or from 
any circumstance having arisen to Munt the 
poignancy of your misery ?'* 

'' By both, my dear sir," she replied, d€«p« 
ly blushing at having had any t&ctesltxisl 
witness of her fervent devotion, which bsli 
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Sprung ftoin the impulse of her heart, in a 
moment when she believed herself perfectly 
secure from observation, ** since I cannot 
but allow the soother Hope to draw auspi- 
cious inferences from the kindness of Provi- 
dence, in raising to me so many friends, 
where I might so well expect to find mysdf 
destitute of any — ^you, my good segnor, 
I£ppolyto, poor Teresa, and Diego. Few 
children of misfortune can enumerate so 
many friends." 

** Diego did you ^ay, my child ?*' 

Victoria briefly related all that had passed 
in her last interview with Diego. Sebas- 
tian was astonished— ^Diego, a man who, 
though no villain by nature, was so strangely 
in&tuated by gratitude to his master, that 
be ever performed, with the most rigid 
punctualky, every command of dcm Manuel, 
however torturing to his own feelings. 

** He is surely inspired by Heaven to be- 
friend me r said Victoria. 

^ And softened to pity ,'' added Sebastian, 
^ by the ftsdnating resignation of the y outh- 
fol innocent sufferer.'* 

^ Ah, segnor ! I can claim no merit for 
my reafgiiation ; &r what could it avail me 
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to Biuimwat my fate^bafde^} and aii^lw 
as it is?" 

*' It certainly eoiM avail notbiiig but to 
increase your misary ; yet few thene are, nay 
swe^t pbUosopher, who possess rafiScieiiA 
yptue tQ submit^ with unmurmui^ing i^iii* 
efw^^ioe^ to such harsh dispensations of Fro^ 
vidence^" 

'* But when I f€iflect that Providence is 
suprenie in wisdom, ever kind to its ^r^n* 
tares, and ordaining all things for our ul(i< 
mate good, although too ofl^ p^rverle^ by 
ouf own blindness and £3Uy fifom the in- 
tafided effect, how can I dare to murmur ? 
My heart must feel^the woaai»^ may treqah 
Ue; but reason andreligioii make t)pb^beat 
efforts to teach me resagnaticm/' 

Sebastian expressed niudi ^p^nuin^ plei^ 
sure at finding her fortitude find Ksigpiatiett 
springing from a basQ not liki^ to yield— 
from the only foundati^w th«t. cquH liaire 
supported the firmness of her mmd», Ibwid 
sudbi a variety aod acpum^ilatjkm of hwRors. 
Sebastian too was profoun^jf ^^im^m^i^' 
now talked of the Deity arid: Ids^ ii^but^ 
uujlil they almost £»rgot. their: wptiv)t^ and 

gdefs; and; their 6ub)im9^Bftmdft0«¥^t« 
their countenances sweet touches of tranquil 
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senoi/tyf mA aBvioecouH nenoef iMar, even 
in the regions of prosperity. 

la some mommtiB jifter the eessation of 
tiMor 6bemmg9 mlthough serious^ ocmvwsa-^ 
ti<»)» Seb^^taan asked if Yictoiia fatd yet at* 
tnopted to fikefeeh the poitrait? Yictoria^ 
fala^ng, mosweited in the negative; and 
Sebastian, wishii^ agiuai .to Wmt it, iiie pre- 
sentsed it to lidm in total siknce. 

*\ It certainly it a very fine pktare, both 
ia aulQeat and exeeution," a^id h^. Victo- 
lift a|M)ke net^ and he contSMiolU^ If I 
hafne^ny akiH in pfajwogn^my, tiie^ginal 
of IdvU lamii^re nos Uessed with great 
aftmtal as vdl as personal pesiEfeel&)n& Do 
J0a:90t agree wjldh me, kdy Viotcoia?'' 

Victoria felt painfiilly embairaased, and 
haritetbigly answeied-*-^ I tlnnk^^^Yes, 
8^gaipr--neerfaunly.'' 

^ Yflt'thwe is an expression of 'the most 
pnfeuiid inekyoK^ly to be disoemad ha^e/' 
cwntijiiiedSebastian^ still gaaakig upcm the 
piaftiiis, ^ taoftwitiistanding that tone of 
mn clinwi foiiitude . has (wiA&j^y spread 
ay& theoountenance. It is pitiable tothink 
80 tjpcaulg and jo amiaUe a lookkig man 
^iddi l»aisifo|tiinate. If I may pcesiune 

VOIi. IL £ 
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tx> farm conjectures, his griefs were caused 
by hopeless love*** 

Victoria sighed deeply, although she was 
pretty certmn, from what the stranger sidd 
to her, his attachment was not hopeless. 

*^ I think the woman must hare a flinty 
heart/' sdid Sebastian, ^' who could be in- 
sensible to sudi perfections." 

So thought his lovely and attentive audi- 
tress, yet she spoke not one word. 

** But perhaps all these perfectioDs am 
only ideal, and that the artist portrayed 
from the bold flights of his brilliant ima^ 
nation, whilst the person he was called upon 
to delineate was in no way so amiable, so 
handsome, or so fascinating, as thia picture 
would lead us to suppose him.*' 

'* Oh ! but he is indeed ! even teti thou- 
ss^nd times more so, sir !" exclaimed Victo- 
ria, with the most animated emphasis, 
when, suddenly recollecting her imprudence, 
she became red and pale alternately, her 
whole frame tremUed, and, faint and con- 
fused, her head sank upon the elbow of the 
couch. 

Sebastian, looking earnestly at her~* 
*^ Good Heavens !" he cried, '' you are ill, 
my child T 
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^ I am indeed," she falteringly said, quite 
subdued by the painful idea of having, per- 
haps; by her unpardonaUe inadvertence, be- 
trayed the stranger, and exposed him to that 
danger he had warned her not to lead him 
into — ** I am indeed ; I believe I have been 
talking very incoherently.'* 

Sebastian, in alarm, led her to a seat in 
the piazza. — ** What can I get for your re- 
liefi my dear child ?" said he, tenderly. 

^ Not any thing, thank you, segnor ; the 
nir has already recovered ine :" and she was 
quite well ; for, as Sebastian took no notice 
of what her thoughtless words implied, her 
agonizing fears for the safety of her new- 
found friend subsided, and with them her 
indisposition. Sebastian, seating himself by 
fa^r^ restored the picture without further 
comment; and after some moments passed 
in^ unimportant questions and answers, Vic- 
toria a&ked Sebastian if he knew how Hero 
had disposed of herself since breakfast ? . 
. " When taking my morning- walk," he 
feplied, ^Vl beheld that deluded creature, 
Vhere, in my years of captivity here, I have 
never been allowed to go. I saw Alonzo 
leading her round the ramparts : it is true 
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ahe was dad in the cSiistle tHufdrnt, but faer 
mmner^ to ill aecor^g with her morakJlDe 
attire^ betrayed hte iiuttmtly to m6 ; md 
Alonso mAy have oause to treooUe £mp bia 
temerity^ if her disgiiise eonteded her not 
from the penetratitig Diego^ who would^ I 
am certain, rejoice in any ^rcumstenee that 
could dkoover to di)n M«fiual the Unworfiii- 
nes8 of Alonxoy and hs»^ faim in hia fpco^.^ 
ing favour." 

'^Is it not stratige^ s^gnor, thatSiego, 
who has yielded hSaaseif so implieitty to die 
guidanee of vice^ by his UBiferm <3bedkhoe 
to don Manuel^ thoidd still {Kiet^sli isaffi^* 
cient Tktule to cOndeUm the enomitiai €£ 
iUoiizo?*' 

*'ltia certainly sisigidar^ my ehild? but^ 
t»itad0xieal as Diego may appear^ he is. bf 
ha B^ans an uncommon charactdr^ whiia 
the motives which actuate, his ooi|dnet«aiie 
diiffieult to defina He h not tke &slt kb- 
stance which lias oome t^ Our idtowledgifc 
of virtue and villainy oombined^ sint» even 
the most coKuknm^te .*v31ains bdve been 
sometimes known to give i^gnal proofe of 
some particular virtue. Hiega eatkdden, 
from long habit, bloDd^faoUiiig and raf^sie 
no crimes, while I kii|pv be would shrink 
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witb \iattm from the idea of betraying those 
iHio repose a confidmce in lii& honour ; and 
the weidth of the uuii^erse^ I £un persuaded, 
could not tempt him ftcfOL bis ^th to his 
soaster. Yet I foresee, ere long, some dor*, 
atnt ^nrtue, added to pri^site enmity, will 
lead him to what gold could not witt htm 
to. 

^ The horde of wretches who poUate this 
CMtle have, for years, been bound together 
bgr iiieir mutual interest ; and as we see the 
greatest empires rise, flourish, and decHne, 
^ shall we one day witness the fi^ of this 
Iniquitous comincmwealth. Men devoid of 
prineij^ eannot kmg live togetiier, witluMit 
tlieir nator^l prc^nsity to evil leading them 
. 1^ iQ^ttre each other, as weU as the world at 
large. The public good may, fin* a time, 
itifletiieiembars of private resentment^ but 
fredi feel adding daily to combustible mat- 
ter, a ftime will at length break out to con- 
sume all iit meets wkh. The seeds df dis- 
cord have been long — ^long ^sown amongst 
<his vile eommunity, wi^pich art has hitherto 
moet eaiiefuliy •conoeided ; and now l4ie €n- 
venmned fdante whidi have sprung from the 
deadly. tioU and seeds of villauiy, hatred, asnd 
nevenge, ape imrsdng daily from ^onceal- 



^% 



78 KOMANCE OF THE PYRENEES. 

ment. Animosity is how at work, and, ere 
long, individual mining for the destruction 
of individual will bring on a general ruin ; 
and should Providence permit us to survive 
that moment of horror, we may yet be re^ 
stored to the blessings of liberty and ho- 
nourable society.** 

The sound of approaching footsteps pre* 
vented the fiirther progress of this conver* 
sation. Hero, just emerged from her toi- 
let, advanced towards them, and without 
the encumbrance of respect or ca:emony, 
threw herself into a seat by Victoria* Nei- 
ther harself, nor her insoknt and affected 
airs, which were as conspicuous as some ve- 
ry costly jewels which were disposed of to 
the best advantage amongst her drapery, 
were honoured by the smallest notice from 
Victoria or Sebastian, who both appeared to 
be deeply engaged in \ conversation upon 
the fine arts — ^a conversation the weak and 
misguided Hero could not bear a part in, or 
even understand. > 

At length Hippolyto announced dinner, 
and Victoria was so happy at seeing this her 
bumble fiiend returned in safety, that her 
ardent, feelings could not be suppressed ; 
and no inconsiderable share of pleasure she 
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c<Miveyed to his bosom, when she sweetly 
told him how much his absence had alarm- 
ed — ^how much his return in safety now re- 
joiced her. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Alonzo was already in the comidor ; and 
dinner passed on in uninteresting dialogue, 
and without any incident worth relating. 
Very soon after the cloth was removed, and 
the servants departed^ Alonzo retired. He- 
ro attempted not to follow him, but sat 
amusing herself by calling forth the silver 
soimds of a very fine repeating watch, richly 
adcnned with gems, obviously a present 
from Alonzo to her. With horror and pity, 
Victoria and Sebastian beheld the jewels as 
the price: of this poor deluded creature's in- 
tegrity; and whiUt she was employed in 
admirii^ the treasurer .vice had lavished on 
her, Victoria and Sebastian held an interest- 
ing conversation, uninterrupted by her. 

At length Diego entered the room rather 
abruptly.—." Do you mean to walk this 
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evenk^, donna ?* said ht, ttsptdtBe^ 
dras^g hicHself io Victoria. 

'' Certafinly Ae AaisSi* ns^fied Heio^ wtffti 
marked quickness. 

Diego, answering Hero only by a con- 
temptuous glance, repeated his question to 
Victoria with increased respect 

^^ I should certainly like to walk, if you 
do not think the air too keen this evening 
for me, as I seem already to have got a lit- 
tle cokL** 

^< I have h&en out, doiina, and can aantte 
you <fae evening is to mild^ that, if yoB lirttp 
youi^lf up warai^ a walk woald be fOtfi6r 
of tertioe to you» Seglior BedbiiStiaQ wiD, 
I suppose, have tiie pteajftire df tiecMil^Qiiy- 
ing yoct } and I will have the hakaat to at- 
tend with a doakv that^ afaot&ld fietetsity 
require it, sk&U guard you fr^iim evtrg iftM- 
ger tkM nmp he in the mneW' 

Tiiere ^m& to i&u^h ^ im^temfB parti- 
cularity ifi Diiigo^ laatm^, that VietDt^ 
insbntiy agrei^ to walk. 

^ Of pei-hapjB, d<^ria, ini^ad of 'mSKSsng^ 
ytMi msL'f prefer visiting our dsmtv^xmfj 
whidi is sitkiftted in a part t^ th« gi^mmSiA 
you hare not y^ bMti in. 1B\^ pttrflcular 
reasons it hm. fef a len^rth of lime. heeA shut 
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tip from tiie iii9peeiBon of lemeiTf .<»e. In k 
16 a Rmaricafckfine<iffiEeiy^«)dmaQ3ri^ 
^frortky your attention, «nd irhidDi^ I Aovki 
not^ segnor Sebastian wifl h$fw gwat plea?- 
siixe in shewing to yoft*** 

'' Wliat, Diego r said fiebastian, in a 
tone of fimch surprise, ^v^doddafe you yen* 
tuK to admit us P" 

^^ Yes, segnor; and I ^ould dare te do 
mudi wore for ^lady Victoria ; besides, my 
orders estend only to the exclusion of those 
M^om a too-great Mfteteoiirse vnUti 4he hea* 
venly %odie6 might be infiueneed to ^bresik 
tbeir ^fealty with our ^community ; and as 
yoti, segnor, and <lady Victoria, I tmay ^sap^ 
pose, fecfl no indimltion to beqcHne^membenL 
cflT ^our sodiely, ^your 4studying astronomy 
oannot atfeet our Interest/' 

'** ft would 'be a high gratification to me 
to go there/" said Victoria, ^ dthough my 
knowledge in the science <is not very pro- 
ibunflr 

'* Then we will go^ my t^ild, «inee IMego 
IS ao good to admit us,"* replied Sebastian. ^ 

•' JBegnor,* «aid Diego, *• you had better 
^ffiow Hippolyto to attend you, jas you may 
require assistance, and he knows mmething 
of ^Cbe "matfeer,^ I belieye; .for, 4f I ^leeoHeet 

E 8 
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aright, you instructed him with?—*;* ODie^ 
go suddenly ceased, and, to conceal his fa^ 
rising emotions, bowed respectfuUjr, and 
hastily quitted the room. 

Victoria, knowing the cau^e of Diego's 
agitation, wais sensibly affected by his man- 
ner, and trembled for her venaraUe friend, 
who instantly retreated into thfe library, 
where Victoria attempted not to follow him, 
concluding he wished to indulge his feeling 
unobserved. At length he returned, calm 
and collected ; and taking no notice of his 
little absence, he fell iiito conversation with 
Victoria, apart from Hero; and atnongdt 
other things, he explained the mystery 
which had appeared in his and Dingo's ex- 
pressions relative to the observatory, which, 
in short, was occasioned by the following 
circumstance. About six years prior to this 
period, a wonderfully-fine orrery, with a 
number of astronomical instruments, fell^ 
among other spoils (upon a piratical expedi- 
tion), into the bands of don Manufsl ; and 
the observatory belonging to the castle» 
which for many years had been falling to 
decay, was put into complete repair for the 
reception of these treasures. Sebastian was 
requested to arrange idl the mstruments and 
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inaduneiy, and in this undertaking he was 
assisted by a man of a r^narkably-mechanic 
tum^ named Lazarillo, who, next to Garcias, 
was don Manuel's prime friend and favour, 
ite-'^ai infidel-^-of manners profligate— of 
a i^irit bold and daring ; in shorty in every 
evil propensity, an epitome of Garcias, at 
leasts if not his counterpart. 

In the arrangement of this machinery, 
JLazarillo was often induced to ask Sebastiafi 
many questions relative to the science these 
instruments were made for, the answers to 
which led him on to wish for more inform- 
ation ; and when the whole was completed, 
and that Sebastian displayed to him the 
wonderful purposes of the whole, he be- 
came charn^ with the science^ and panted 
for that knowledge in it which the philan- 
thn^y of Sebastian soon put him in the 
method of obtldning. The more he knew, 
the more Lazarillo became enamoured of 
the study ; he devoted all his leisure hours 
to it ; and soon, from contemplating such 
^orious works of the creation, he was in- 
sensibly led to the Creator himself He 
could no longat doubt-«he looked back 
upon his life— he trembled— and fled from 
the castle loid his crimes. The most *dili- 
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^ent beareli wtB ms^ tiAer hin hf Uk 
^mifitattries tyf don Maiiuei Imt to Im |Mr- 
pcfsei; ite wm ii6t ioaiick liififlarillo iwd 
tak^n Tifii^ m « lacila st efat y mi I^^rairte, «id 
soon «fteir devoted iums^ t6 llte«iileiit4Ms- 
tmties of the orda: of Im T^pp^ that he 
wigfart fi^lrer he temipted to teferay- doD ilfti^ 
nuel, who had been ins ftidbid«^that life 
nv^gfat iat ever, «nittterruptedly> tont&m- 
{date the horrdrt t)f Ids prat life, and teadh 
his heart that penifcenee aood ^ratoe wbidi 
he now beti^ed lessential to fab nltintiaCe 
happinesBi. 

From isfaisiperiod &e^sen/^afe(^ was<sfaat 
up, and Ite keys 'consigned to Diegd, with 
a stridt cdiai^ ndt to aUow llte^adherdntatrf* 
ddn Manuel to enter it ^fer fteatiidy of « 
science so destructive to atlMina. 

At length Diego appeetred, Attended Hy 
Hipik%4;o^aiid Thdhias <4dbe]^gH8h seamaBi 
mentioned by Teresa in lierwiirrative), aiid 
they all tBEMdediately s^ out itiMm tlttir eks 
.^pe^tion, when, to Vict6ria% sukpdsey she 
ssw the three tidtendaaris were armed wilh 
carabines. 

On enteifiiqr the i^founds, ^ey ttimed 
into a Yhlk whete Viofaoda hadiijiver befine 
heen, on wbi^ BEramcnt H^ro left theiii^ 



Oflfi ondbRTved:; Imt mt> one Aong^ k n^- 
teenaiy to defadn ber;aiid4lieiR8tentoffaer 
<d^ptaituic^ Die^ btetenad to embme kts 
^mgiskg Vid^na to tirdk, lijr givkig her Us 
MMoas Aft itw 

^ Tcrasa informed »e, a few numients 

%0fbre«diiiaer,'' said be, ^ thai ske had jm^ 

gecen Hero eautioadif oomnsfit a laq^ bundle 

4Aftd 1ii« iMlidts of Carlos, AimMlis servaist, 

<md ttiost ^vMmL 'Creature ; sand abeut an 

4io<ii' sinee^ Tkoteas brought tne mteUigende 

*€if Akmso'S >hsArmg liberated four thw^ who 

ioA long been in ecftiBoMBtieat under sasfS^ 

^im^d^^dSdtilim,mA^^tiiiteyf iMidthaeme 

Kidre who Jmve lately evinced i^mptoafcs of 

infidelity^ were all last night busily ediplcig^ 

in wfiMing a brigsratxne, Ifliat has hon in one 

^^4^^cm^ ibf ailmgth c^titte winteA. 

^ ^SkKm after I heard lihis, OoAosteiitcnd 
the kitchen, and carelesdy tnqoindif segnior 
^Bebantian had yift iret»ed to fais^apavtin^iits ? 
I had nowieeraed etioogh to amrridSn my 
:sill^^Qm ^ Jikn, and bia iBMmner ttowonly 
emfiifitied my iqppYehensioas* MypieseiiA, 
t ww,4reMf«inediatt)6e queMions he wished 
4sD ask^ imd I tO'bear; I UrnKfyge left the 
UttftiMyatiidk^ceded^i^flQrae^ where I over- 
heard afii that ^NUMd. fie«iiidT;«ma,tfaM 
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his anxiety to see the beautiful captive lady 
was so great, he would esteem it a xwMt 
particular favour, if she would ^nd out £jr 
him if the donna meant to walk this even- 
ing, and where, that he might obtain a si^fat 
of her. Teresa prpmising to comply with 
his request, he departed, in sudi evident 
exultation, that my suspicions were con- 
verted into conviction of meditated treach^ 
ery, and I thereforewished lady Victoria 
to walk cmt^ thus attended, to shew Alon- 
zo that he is suspected ; and being so com- 
plete a dastard, be will certmnly give up a 
project that he finds cannot be accompli^ed 
without that kind of omtention he is most 
averse to.'\ 

Victoria made her most grateful acknow- 
ledgments to Diego, arid Sebastian pleased 
and flattered him not a little, by approving 
of his arrangements. 

Upon reaching the observatoiy, Diego 
and Thomas stationed themselves at th^ 
door, to exclude unwelcome intruders: while 
Sebastian, Victoria, and Hippoly to, entered 
the building, where Sebastian soon evineed 
his very superior knowledge in astroilomy, 
but, shortly oompJiaining of fatigue, bade 
Hippoly to supply his place, who camie lor- 
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w^aard with that becoming degree of modes- 
ty ever attendant on real merit, and, in de- 
spite of her fears and sorrows, he dxarmed 
Victoria, by his graceful unassuming man- 
ner of disclosing his most profound sdentific 
information, and chased her gri^s £9r a 
time, by the entertainment his explanations 
and observations afforded, 

Victoria became, every new interview, 
more and more interested in the fortunes of 
this young man. There were a distinguish- 
ed grace and el^ance, as well as propriety, 
in his language and deportment — a fascina- 
tion in his manners, she had never seen 
equalled, except in the stranger she had that 
morning encountered. Much and anxious- 
ly she wished to know Hippolyto's histoiy, 
to learn why a gentleman (for such his every 
sentiment and gesture proclaimed him, and 
auch Alonzo acknowledged him to be), and 
of such striking natural and acquired per- 
fections, sl[M>uld submit to the degradation 
of being a domesstic to don Manuel, without 
even seeming to repine at hisfaHen and lost 
condition; but the embarrassment she had 
before brought herself into with Alonzo 
upon the same subject^ now taught her cau- 
tion, and prudence restrained all inquiry. 



0B JCOKIkMCX (W THE PTBCraBfiS. 

ISiey rattflkMBd M die<obamr«toiy untH 
4iie «ppioacli t)f iwiMght temiiided t^em to 
letam; and dunig timr walk iiomeward, 
4dbe]r atdiffisKnt times dbserved some strag- 
^^&ag tuepj ifv3ao memedl as aeouts sart to ve- 
ocNMoitK; but VieteriB and ha* pvty ar- 
rived at ifehe 'CBStle mnnDlesfeed, as X>]i^# 
and Thomas, by way ^ef idispetmg bmbu^ 
hifds 0f prey, made the mtisM and woods 
Msoimd mth tthe tepcartsaf tdieir csrafaiiiea. 

Wben ithey entered the «a8lie» Diego 
hafttened to secure (the doovs and windows 
— »^ WeiMBBt «axsrt; «niBl¥e8»''«aad he^ ^ to 
provide /for the isafdy isf ilady Victoria mortfl 
bedthne> After :ahe srdtires to iter ofaam* 

29, sBadall ithe seottndieiB lie faas«t fais com* 
mamL" 

Viotoiia iwopoied friflidn i wiMg inmiodi- 
ib^, to «ave her ifiieMb the troiible of 
giuadkig her.; rbutinone ^of them ^agMBing 
to tiiAt propositieii. It was detemdned iifaat 
Sebastian should rsmonin the^pulourwiili 
hev, while JSKppofyto iand Thomas diionld 
keep goaed in the Ufamy ; and n^hen domea- 
tic bu^ess'didnot reqadve Diqpo'iBtpresenoe 
elsewhere :he was to join tfaeff wsteh. 

In -a diort liaae after'ibe reonmei 



wffl^M 



of IMT tH$^k4He wh^ Sd)ftstSsn, Yictoria 

took Uj^ a tote^ T9>ttb ^ view bf imt^ing her 

aompmk^i m he had the goodne^ to glte 

up 1^ lymi ]pcifm)ti» to ^tey and pvoteet her; 

ttbd itfter pk3^hi^ a few m^eetly-sknple airs, 

Sebunkoi entreated her to $mg, and anxious 

to oblige him, she imfiBia^y complied, with 

aueh thtlffing melody and expression, sacfi 

fitacixiatiiig pathos, that poor Thomas soon 

fiMind Mms^ unahle to restrain his fed- 

ings^ and suddenly he presented himsdf he- 

fef6 Hie hewiti^iiig warMer, with large 

tMOft Mraaming down his fttttowed, sun- 

bffimt tiheeks. 

** Oh, Mi»s, Missr eried he, in anahnosfe* 
liXdntelligible jitf gon of had Spanish, broken 
Frendi, sEnd ceinplete sentences fk>m his 
English sea^vocabuteiy, *< be not angry with 
tL body, shiee you your ownself baled up 
tliete briny drops fhum the bottmti of my 
bebtt. I never anc^ted within ear^shot of 
sudi sweet music, since that ^tear youth, 
who irteet^d my Shattered hulk e^ ^f the 
Whirlpool df Gareias'^ vengeance, was bhn* 
self wrecked on the sume accursed shoal, 
^id hoisted up tb hesDmti. Thtft, that there 
lute was his^ dear heartl and ytfm i^)tes 
hav« bitawn him so ftesh into my udnd, and 
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have sent such a broadside of grief into my 
hearty where his memory is fast morared, 
that you have made a very landJubber of 
me» and have heaved the tide of sorrow iroin 
my eyes. Oh that he were living, to be 
your champi<Hi! By St George and old 
Enghoid, he would defend you ! but, alas ! 
alas! he is cold in an untimely gmve! and 
the villains are yet afloat, who robbed the 
world of the finest pearl of the ocean, 
and '' 

Hippoly to now appearing, mildly stopped 
the volubility of Thomas's genuine gri^ 
and gently drew him into the library, when 
the poor fellow fell upon the neck of Hip- 
poly to» and wept aloud. Sebastian was sen- 
sibly affected, and Victoria shed almost as 
many tears as the artless tar. 

At length Hero and Alonzo demanded 
admittance at the glass-door from the piaz- 
za, and as Sebastian saw they were done, 
he let them in. 

<< Upon my word, segnor," ssdd Alonzo, 
with a sneer, as he entered, " you were will- 
ingt I see, to secure your tite-pUite from 
the possibility of interruption. Pray, may 
I ask what you feared ?" 

•* We have no fears," replied Sebastian, 
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xvith stem emphasis. '^ We are aware of 
't;he treachery of a rascal^ and are prepared to 
oppose his villamy.'* 

AlonzOy although evidently di^sK^ncerted^ 
attempted no reply ; but, throwing himself 
in affected negligence, into a chair, yawned, 
stretched his limbs, complained of fatigue 
and drowsiness, and murmured at being 
compelled to rise at the dawn of the suc- 
ceeding morning, to execute some business 
for don Manuel. 

Shortly after, supper was served, and 
Alonzo devoured his with voracious avidity, 
drank in proportioq, nor once suffered those 
common forms of politeness, which he had 
ever been anxious to evince himself com- 
pletely master of, once to call his attention 
fix)m his greedy employment, until he finish- 
ed his substantial repast, which, he said, 
must sustain him for many hours, s^ he was 
going where food could not be obtained — 
hinted, that the business he had to perform 
for don Msmuel was intricate and dangerous 
in the extreme ; and when the attendants 
were departing after supper, he ordered Juan 
to call him at the first dawn of morning. 

At the usual hour, Teresa and Dic^o ap- 
peared to conduct Victoria to her chamber* 
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Instantly Alonzo^ who had been for scne 
time apparently stragglmg to rappMss mt 
overpowering drowsiness, snatdbed ^xp a 
figfa^ respectfully bade Vktcxla and Sebas- 
tian good-night, took Hero's hand, whidi 
he pressed to Ins lips, elaborately expaHated 
tipon the agony of parting, de^ored most 
piteously the torments he should endoie 
until Ihey met ngam, and then d^arted. 

•* Diego,* said Sebastian, " do you rea% 
think I may now venture to leave my pre- 
dous charge?* 

^ Safely you may, senior, since we have 
every reason to bdieve,'' replied Diego, 
^ tiiat tiie prefect, 'whatever it is, is post- 
poned tiH to-morrow evening; but in tiie 
momrng, and you may tell Mm so, naost 
worthy Hero, I shall convey to doti Manuel 
the unexpected intelligence of <^e baseness 
of this Ms &vourite minion ; and if he is not 
^Sectually disgraced, and his powos for 
miscMef demolished, by Heaven, I think I 
will prove felse too, and barter my fideHty 
for internal peace f 

Sebastian, now bidding an aflfecticHiate 
adieu to Victoiia, and bestowing his farewell 
benediction upon her, tiiey sej^ffated. 
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CHAPTER V. 

r 

ViCTOftiA, attended if Him, Terasa, and 

Diego, unmoledtedy readied her chamber^ 

door ; but when Diego attempted touslodc 

it, he ibund ttie key rei^sted all his efibvts* 

to twm it. It was now but too eirident that 

some Tioieftee bad hemi med to ii^we the 

kxky and Diego^ In aknn^ instantly reeNilintd 

to take it off, and plaee aaother upML the 

door. The implements neoeesaiy to d9be| 

att 1M& W€9re in his own, iSae rety next, 

thamber ; and iia^i^ing no idea of any imnra* 

diate danger to apprehend, he «inbeisitatingly 

ettt^ped his rooaa, to get what be wanted, 

leading the door wide open, to ahew light 

to Vlcftoria and hear ootiipiniona whilst diegr 

iMilted f«r bhai; but the ingtent Dis^ en* 

tMed Msdbamber, 1^ door of st closed w^ 

tlolenee, «s if dii^ee^led by some iaviaftle 

paw«r ; 'laid as 11^ loe(k €mM 

ed by the laey, wbidi unfinrtimalcfy waa 

apoH^t9ieoutisl(Ek, ^^aki was ewfj effint the 
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alarmed and astonished Diego made to get 
it open. 

In the moment Diego's door closed, an- 
other opposite to it opened, and a man of 
gigantic stature and ghastly aspect made 
his appearance enveloped in blue flames, that 
reflected more hideously his grim and horrid 
visage. The moment Teresa beheld the 
figure, she shrieked, and fell senseless on the 
*floor, while Victoria, whose heart shudder- 
ed with apprehension of mortal foes, beheld 
this appearance as nothing supernatural; 
and although she trembled, h^ mind was 
finn, her senses all collected, and ready to 
perform their function. 
. The spectre fixing his eyes, which seemed 
rolling in fire, upon Victoria, motioned for 
her to follow him in silence. 
. " No/' she cKclaimed, " I will not follow 
you ! This device is too puaile to deceive 
me ! -' Then, swift as lightning, she darted 
to Diego's door, and was hastening to libe- 
rate him, when she was seized by a man, 
who cannefrom she kn^w not where. Ve- 
hemently and piteously she now called up<m 
Sebastian, Di^go, and Hippolyto. Severn! 
men with lights suddenly appeared, and the 
wretch who held her was bearing her to- 
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wards the stairs, in defiance of her shrieks 
and struggles^ when his progress was unex* 
pectedly arrested by strength he found in- 
vincible. 

Instantly Victoria found herself released 
from the rufiian's grasp, and her waist en^ 
circled by Hippolyto's left arm, whilst with 
his right he disarmed three or four of the 
villains who attacked him, and parried oS 
several deadly blows, whieh were aimed to 
deprive Victoria of her gallant champion. 
Thomas now fought his way to Hippolyto's 
asdstance. No one attacked either with im- 
punity ; but Hippolyto's fears, lest his lovely 
charge should sustain any injury from the 
cutlasses that were clashing around her head, 
made him act chiefly upon the defensive. 
At length his sword Was shivered to 
pieces by a blow from the butt-end of a ca- 
rabine. • This the spectre, who had hitherto 
remained inactive, instantly observing, drew 
a massy sword, and darted towards the now- 
unarmed Hippolyto, with an intention to 
cut him down, when Victoria, recollecting, 
in this moment of despair, the pistol which 
Diego had given her, drew it with predpi- 
tance from her ^rdle, and put it into the 
hand of Hippolyto. He instantly lodged 



9$ ]aMU27CJ& OF TBE 

thiB omtents of it in the iride^f tkh^ aisMmn, 
who^ with a draadfiil yell» )M1 to tbe grpuBd» 
wdtenng io Ubod. 

By this time the desperate and emn^^ 
£Ki^ had broken open his own door, «id, 
ever acraed with swcxrd and fktoh, he ^i- 
teic^, j«dy {Hrepared fixr hal^, tbe Sold of 
aietion> at this critk^l jimetisre^ wnd fvaj 
flaslbiiig iioia his ^y^s, a»d stem i^^irogewMe 
poitcayed in ^ery tine of bis agitated dwo^ 
tmmk&^ deteKsnined iipw tbe dastraeiaoa 
of aU who should o^pse hioi in his r&mxe 
of V^ietaria; and now» in e iew ixiosiimts 
QiQce^ not a foe jyinanmi ucvaiMued, who 
b»d dwed to.retnam and rotet the .fiify of 
our heeaino's4ef«tidraPi. 

jSebfinlaifua^ al^m^ hy the tmrnnJl; of the 
letrealjng mffismsy fi^^wig a 3 wacd^ /lew to 
the sQwe of action, nnd ariix^vttd Just atiie 
mw^cnt of TOstwy-^* WhMe^i^^^ereisiJhe 
lady Vietaiia?'' oisdaiaMefd this <di»idfii%« 

''^h^ is ii^?e» sa^goM;'' nfHid JDuaga* 
^' safe and unhuit. thanis lia^&e<tfidliirt 

** id~Ha.i«f t^res, but ]» Ji»ught Mfce aJW> 



• 



yie besieger's aqqadrpQ^ m^ &)pQ^ tho eii€k 
my to sheer off! Braye^' he 4$fen(kd tb^ 
preciouB foFt». wb^^ g^tit^e ift now at 
higb-water, coma in<an o^erft^w fiKim the 
heart of the citadel." 

Vietcma htid tftttraipted to 9peak her 
thanks to her biaye d^verem; but bar 
gratitude was too*, pm¥eQful , for utterance^ 
and ttars wene her eltsiqiielit language o£ 
acknowledgment. Hippoiylio atill supportf- 
ed hw^ for sbd^iiwaiinidiletoiwstam. herself. 
Her oonrage wais. ofidetieaie Amtuse/ nott 
ionn^ for raatsh.t^r^io^. It bad worn iU 
self out io. th^ inimat^dr exertions, it had 
iaa4(^# and» uiM^al tb farther contest^ it 
now left, bew ItHigtiid and ei^bsostted. Se- 
bastian anxiously approached her, amd, with 

pwiwtel .tend^m^^ttMimM^i hpr b&nd to his 
Ifmxif in tpken<of sytiopAtibjf'anid congnUu^ 
Uitimi^ ThJ3 wmwptber attack upon Vic* 
toria's susceptibility, and her Itiekling team 
Aqw^ $tm iii$ter... 

...fvAviai*! Ai^ti g#w. Miss !" cried Tho* 
inas, quite affected by ber. teaos, ^^ what ar-* 
guefiasfO^AQgattllmdd^tA those^pmtty peep- 
iHrs<rrWd bSI for wh^? Why^. thefe Imr 

f • , _• • 
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not one head, or even atm, or leg, been lort 
in your defence now !"* 

*^ Good Heavens T exciaimed Sebastian, 
** you are wounded^ my brave fi^ow ! your 
hand bleeds !" 

** Wounded r treated Thomas, con- 
tanptuously — ** that's a good <ma Why, 
'tis only a bit of a rent in my flesh from a 
cutlass, which the doctor will dam in a mi- 
nute for me, bless you !" 

Victoria's^ humanity now roused her spi- 
rits once more into aetimi ; die broke from 
Hippolyto and Sebastian, and bound her 
handkcntdiief round Thomas's hand. 

'* Something should instmtly be done for 
these our fallen foes," said Hippolyto, com* 
passionately. 

<* Certainly," refdied Dkgo. <' Juan, sum- 
mon Pedro immediately. But who or what 
ghastly figure is this, extenckd, apparently 
lifeless, here ?•* 

« That," cried Thomas, •* is the enemy's 
high-admiral, don Akmao SpectreiMo Nin- 
nyhammero CowardiUo!" 

'< Ak>nzor exdaimid Hipp^yto; '' I 
hope I have not sent j^algi^. loaiA^ as he is 
with crimes, into the presence of liii Cre- 
ator." Then hastily he disencumb^ed the 
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phantom from bis hideous dtsguite, and 
found beneatii it Alonso alive, though his 
wound Ued much, and fear of dying was 
aknost dej^ving him of exirt^nee. 

Thomas, now lookhig around am<»ig the 
fidlen enemy, suddenly ejaculated, in a tone 
of sorrow and dismay — ^ Split the mizen, if 
the Teresa has not foundered in the gale, 
and the oqly soul on board perished T 

Hippoly to, who was striving to staunch 
Ae Uood which flowed from Alonao's side, 
now, with V]ct<Hia, flew to assist Teresa, 
iKfbo stSl was in a swoon. Hippoly to r^s- 
ed the poor old woman in his arms, and 
bore her to Diego's bed* ViiCtoria had some 
sidtai in ber podcet, and found a jug of 
water in the room, both of which proved 
efficacieas to Teresa, who revived just as 
Pedro made his appearance. 

Akilizo was moved to a bed in that room 
fiNMn whence, in his ghostship, he had made 
lua grand entry, and where Hero had tdcen 
reftige in the comaaenoement of the tumuk. 
' Upon Pedro's examination of Alonzo's 
wound, he pronounced it not mortal — ^mtel- 
l^;ence that Alonzo no sooner heard, than 
cowatd 80ul» relieved fix>m thetarn^rs of 

F 2 
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iaaplffiiM)Oii48d£ri9^oitMi90;Q£ m^oiyli^); 
LaucUy; aftdi vindictiydiy. he jww cQim^aif^ 
ed of the.outfligi^ ojfei?^ to . bim. .wbUft «Jlr 
e^uting t^ bcmiQ(»adfi aCdoDiMM^neL 

'' Youi ama lior« a$ w4^1La«^.9.<mii¥mr4iand 
scouodraLl" e»4ddmed, £H«gp« .wi^ ; T^f^ 
mence;:^^' you wm». exmifiting tfe^ ix)i0b 
mands of y<ow Qmn vile, di^e^^t&d hfsffbl 
Don. Manueji bad Botbingi to/da wltb, itf! 

S«b06tian And.Fiddro,/wth iWiettidi^oudb 
ty» p^fsuaded Diego torsUencii^, ftM^n^.bfr 
should^ by imtating Alonacn bxmg ^Kau(fef 
gree of fevef, that nai^t' plover iiii^^^ 
bisr wounds when Diego, fio^ingr tlMt> hci 
woi^dnot be allowed jbo give \m^ iiftdigMk 
tioa ftte sQope,.oe1di?cdi i^ut^iogi to bscftfe 
opea yietma'3.cbaiinbi»>4eK^, m^M&s^» 
for her a safe asylum .for the nif^i . i r 

Aipv»Q now vcjiemeiit^y.QaUedviM^^^^ 
cflMbutQ Cad[Q9» the OMnif bo had atteoifsb^ 
ed to .Q0i!ry off Vieibcnrii^. apdtwiho Imlieih 
ca)pi9d I unhurt Caicbia . no; §0Qfmisifpwf6fk 
l^wiUonso ordered hiiii) tD(aiksiinQaG0n- 

zidvicv the. keeperi o£ the4nnga«^js wilb feU 
tef^^imm^ateJ^r^ 

said Sebastian. 



^^0 rmprisoti those miscreants, HiptM>. 
■hjrtd and Thomds, for «iniitinjr. 1?bey 'at- 
Jeihiited the life of tKeir ciflteer." ^h . 
' ^ True," -replifed Sebisthti ; «< but; ^h^ 
^^fficer "was ^ f traitor to the ^tste he served.** 

**Thatfe a base £tnd cruel insmuation, 
^KgkiDr 1 -I can ^wwe I w^ doing my drily. 
t hsrve power to im^riscm ^oise eaitifis, and, 
by Heav^^ft, Pll do it r 

^ 't'oii certainly have the power to im- 
|)rfson, but not to injure 'ihem, you will 
tti^, SBjgnbr.'^ 

« I h^e' tlftit 'power f ex4^himed Alonasd, 
in'^a rage, ^ and, por vida del diablo, but I'fi 
|iOtisae 4iiem Wi(^ my wngeimce to the 
gtttfes^fhelir 

•^ A dangerotfs pursuit for so attepacjiive a 
.*gtl»1'* rej^ed Sebastilan, '<5ooHy walking 
•uflTM^tli Pedro, who now^webtto the reH^ 
i5fthfeo(her wounded m*h. 

Atlcfngth <brdii%blvo arrived, md'teeeinr^ 

^ ^his orderly frbm Alon&io. Imme^ately 
•be liafelenefl *o execute ihcm ; and Victoria, 
\Ah} *was wia ih Dife^'s fdhanc^ber, 1>estow. 

%ig Jier hfumai^e amntims t^pon/rereto, no 
aootd^rbiib^ld ttiis horror4nspir!ng ruffian, 
witii ehMe attehdatits/^m andfetine-look- 
^^ as hinoisilf, «ll beating fetters in thehr 
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liancU, clinking direfiiHy as fliey stalked 
along, tiian her soul was harrowed by haU^ 
anticipated apprehensions of tibe horrid fiict 
Wildly she started fifom Teresa's side, and 
meeting Gonzalvo^ before Hippolyto or Tlxv 
mas observed his entrance^ hal&shriekiii|^ 
half-inarticulately, demanded his busineas 
there, which, widiout the encumbrance of 
ceremony, he pliunly communicated. 

Victoria sank instantly upon her knee^ 
and, with uplifted hands and streaming 
^es, began to implore mercy for her gallant 
deliverers, when Hippolyto suddenly raised 
her from the ground. 

** Oh ! spare me, spare me,"^ he exdauBed, 
** the maddening torture of seeing you thus 
humbling yourself to beings such as these T 

Gonzidvo and his men, with difficulty, 
tare Hippolyto from supp<Mrting Vidbom, 
who instantly sank on the floon Vain wis 
now every eflfort to restrain Hippcd3rto; he 
flung the bloodhounds with violan^ from 
him-'— again raised Victcnria from the ground, 
and supported her, until S^baslaan entered, 
to whose care he instantly resigned her, and 
then, with mildness and striking dignity, 
gave himsetf into the bands qf Gonasalvo, 
who Immediately fettered bim with the 
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humest set of uAoiis lie had tibere, while 
Viotoria, in all the anguish of grief and ter* 
lor, still imj^kned the unfeeling wretdbes to 
have mercy upon her brave deliverers. 

Hippolyto spoke not, but his intelligent 
oountenanoe expressed grief, awakened by 
her distress, too great for utterance. 

** Be not thus alarmed, my sweet, suscept- 
iUe child!" said Sebastian; '^ no danger 
awaits your delivarers ; Alonzo's authority 
extmids not to life/' 

^' But his treachery may, segnor^, and, 
ob ! if you knew what agony I feel from ap- 
prehension for thdr safety, you would sup* 
plicate too in thdr behalf r 

** Let me entreat yoo to be comforted^ 
lady Victoria,'' Hippolyto at length articu- 
lated ; *^ believe me, no danger awaits us. 
We must, 'tis true, submit, for a time, to 
wear these fettars ; but the only pangp we 
shall endure in our confinement^ wUl arise 
firom our being deprived of the power of 
protecting you frcmi the machinations of 
villainy." 

" Come, be of good cheer. Miss !" cried 
Thomas, winking, to conceal a tear her dis- 
tress had drawn into his eyes ; ^^ after our 
trip to the port of limbo, we i^all soon steer 
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back) to csniUie in the^oliiuliiel to pMtiKt 
yen. Godd-^b^^ lSi3»\ fcf^ d'ye we^, tv^ 
have temp^ istailifig '^rA^rs^ ««d must tie 
getting iind^t wdghl" 

GM2iiilvo ihdved mi wHih ftii« ^liMmere. 

'' Stdp !" sftid ^eba^mi, with « d^tennln^ 
ed voice and codiiHittidiDg 4it* ; ^^ leacrn, Cxibi*- 
salvo, that Hip^lyto i^ miM ^it6«^cfi6d by 
Frandfscor Gc^^bIvo s^med petrified, 
and Sebastian ccftitinned-^** Y^m murt, I 
know, obey Alonzo's orden^ 4b^ 'takii^g Mbi 
io i^rison ; bnt t^ke cWf& ofthfe tt^ttoent be 
ifeeeives *therfe. Bewin% of Aloixeo's trea- 
t^bery^-^treimbl^ at ^]^f«iitii«i(il»'s vengeance r 

Hippoly to's borids wen^ instantly knodk- 
^ (^, and Thotnail^ exohcft^ged^ a lighter 
iiet. Victoria lelt as iC her heftit had been 
4«leat3ed too fikim Ibttei^S) and the. glow (af 
hope began to wanti her- b(!)fioin. I>tego 
just then ehteral, td inform ♦ler that her 
chamber m/^as ready fer her reception, when 
he kindly olfered to ftllow Teresa to remain 
with her during the night, should she 'GODSi- 
der her presence any comfort. 

As it can readily be imagined, Victoria 
thankfully accepted I^ego-s humane pro- 
posal, and, with him and Teresa, went to 
h«r room, at the moment Gonzalvo depart- 
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-ecl"i»$!h:ltis^rfHdii€*8, Mtfendedliy Sebastiian, 
who promised to see Victoria tigidn befbrb 
life ^etirea for the ni^t. 

^l)astiaii's aeootnpanying fitij^fwly to and 
. 9%oih^ to their prisdh ivas a great source 
of ^eoteifort to ^^dtorta, &s iAe doubted not 
life hit*?ing evei^y ttliiig arranged 'with aH 
-]^(d»^i6le -eonv^nieficie fer them, and her ap- 
liMlhen^ions fbr their safety had eoni^iderffbly 
iMibsided, since she beheld the wonderful 
efifect the knowlfedge of Fraftdsco's still 
protecf ing Hippolyto Iratd upon the Icdeper 
of the dungeons. 



CHAPTER VI. 



8odn as they fentered Vicftoria'is chamber^ 
Di^go locked the door, ^d dretv a couple 
of iron bolts across it ; then, after placing 
otfr hetckbt m an elbow-chaiir, And Teresa 
in Iftiotfaer, he tietSred to a respieedful dis- 
tme^^ I must take «h6 liberty, doiina 
Vfettf^a," said fete, « of regaining here until 
8egtH>r Sebitirtiah^ liet^n, when I sTiall go 
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for some wine, to recruit yciur aadpocNr l^e* 
resa's spirits.'' , 

•* You are very consid»ate and v«y 
kind, Diego," replied our her(»ne ; *' indeed 
I feel almost subdued by gratitude for aH 
the great and unoommcm acts of bumamty 
I have just experienced. But how happens 
it, my good Diego, that I have the happi- 
ness to find you have escaped the vengeance 
of Alonzo, to which surely your gaUant de- 
fence of me exposed you, at least equally 
with my other brave^ though unfertunate 
deliverers ?** 

^ Pos^bly it might, donna ; but Alonzo 
will not qpenly avow it» since it is the rule 
with cowards only to attack the weak. I 
possess too much influence in this castle fer 
dastard dogs, like him, to fly at me/' 

^ I understood, I believed,** said Victoria, 
in a Ume of anxious alarm» ** that Hippo- 
lyto wa» protected by some man in power 
here — ^by Francisco?'* 

^* And so he is^dcnma ; but Alonzo kaows 
it not ; he conceives Hippoly to to be aiallai 
favourite, from the cipcumstance <^ , Fran- 
eiso^ allowing him to become don Manuel's 
domestic ; nor shall he be undeceived^ until 
he has brought Frandaco's wrath upon him^ 
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whieh will ensure to us ample vengeanoe.'' 

^' But will not that endanger the life of 
Hippolyto in the intermediate time ?*^ said 
Victoria, apprehensively. 

" Oh, no^ donna! since Gonzalvo shall 
know Hippolyto is still as highly estimated 
by Francisco, as whmi, deeply interested fbr 
Ills ftte, he begged him from don Manuel, 
and had him reared uid educated with the 
noble, ever-to-be-lamented Theodore.'* 

^ Still highly estimated by Francisco! 
Oh, Di^;o, can you believe that? Can he 
estimate the noble-minded, highly-educated 
Hippolyto, and place him here as a domes- 
tic, amenable to that miscreant Alonzo ?" 

'* I certainly cannot account fw that, don- 
na ; but, being unaccountable, itls more l^e 
^^ the proceedings of Francisco, whose whole 
Mfe is mystery. His conduct to the dear 
youth I just have mentioned— to the inestim- 
able Theodore, can never be accounted for— 
can never, never be forgiven by me. After 
rearing him with so much care*— after seem- 
ing to adore him with paternal fondness, even 
in its tenderest shape, to let him fall, all per- 
fect imd lovely as he was, a victim to the 
vengeance of a vindictive villain !" Teresa 
sobbed convulsively. ^* Pardon me, Teresa>" 
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continued he, "^ for thus di^ttesSng yon. I 
M n^n the^bjedt unconstSoruily ^, tisone I 
carefully avoid ; fbr even to thftik on6 mo- 
ment of it makes me wretched %r 'days, and 
I am ready to curse the houi* ini?v^hich 1 fell 
mto the hands of don Manuel"^^ 

A ttielancholy pause ensued, Which at 
length was broken by Victoria, who, sym- 
pathizing in, and pitying the evident aflSic- 
tion of Diego and Teresa, wished to give 
their thoughts a different turn. 

** You fell into don ManuePs hands, you 
Say, Diego ? Indeed I could scarcely think 
that you had entered his service Voluntarily .*• 

" Voluntarily ! no, H^ven forbid ! Pfer- 
haps^ donnti, if you knew my little story, 
yon would not consider me quite so aban- 
doned." 

" Abandoned ! believe me, 13i6go, I have 
no such idea. Your conduct to me has 
surely evinced that yours is fer, very fer, 
from ^n xmamiable hpeart.* 

" Nature did not make it a bad twie, I 
may venture to affirm ; but if you will con- 
descend to listen to my short history, don- 
na, you shall judge how far example has 
corrupted it." 

•* My father and mother, donna, by birth 
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Italics, were ikvdtitffce and emiAdtetillid ^o- 
tftesstfcfe Sit the femfljr of aveiyd^stittguisJied 
Tiwcan nobleman, who h«d YuaiYied the 
heiress of oiie of tfie highest of the fepafirrish 
KidaTgb. This lady liad the goodness to he 
my godmother, and had me named Diipgo, 
aftier some one of her own family. I was 
noTsed n^ear the castle of my lord, and as 1 
advalited in childhood, was often taken by 
my parents to the castle to divert the young 
heir, *who, although several years older than 
I Wtti;, at length became so fond of me, that 
be had me to reside entirely with him at 
tJie castle, where I well remember I was in- 
noeent and happy. Eveiy one was kind to 
me, because 1 was my young lord's favour- 
ite. \ was gwtrful to all ; but my young 
1m||[ Wed wilh the tenderest affection — an 
afllKion, that yisars since passed in a busy, 
ttrtbtdent, and, I am grieved to add, vicious 
BIfe, liave not been Ale to eradicate. My 
axm^e yoiing pdtron was^domed with the 
iwjst striking graces, hoth trf tmnd and 
form; land being iof a remarTcaWy-studious 
tmn, he had the goodness to undertake the 
task xS my education, tondescendingly styl- 
ing hirnself iBry tutbr, ifnd me his pupil, 
who was t!he most deiroted of his servants ; 
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and all that my dear respected tutor taugbt 
me, I learned with more facility, and was 
more indelibly improaed upon my memmy, 
than what any other instroctcMr ever taught 
me. Oh ! well— -well do I remember every 
circumstanoe of those short-liyed days ci 
my happiness ! Alas ! for me they were not 
doomed to continue ! When I attained my 
twelfth year, calamitously for me, an ac- 
count arrived of my lady's fiitfaer being at 
the point of death ; and the aflfllicted &mily 
almost instantly set out for this country, at- 
tended, among other domestics, by my pa- 
rents ; but I, alas ! was left behind in the 
particular care of the housekeeper, who had 
hitherto evinced the strongest partiality to- 
wards me. Well-^well do I rememlmr;ny 
parting interview with my young lord-^ny 
beloved master! Oh! what sweet ad^pe 
he threw away upon me ! how affectionate- 
ly did he regret his not having it in his 
power to take me with him ! He gave me 
a heavy purse, to buy books and play things 
to make me comfortable during his absence, 
—embraced me tenderly, and followed lus 
parents into the carriage that bore him ftom 
my sight for ever. . 1 thought my heart 
would burst at that moment It was my 
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fiool sepaiation from innocenoe and peace; 
I fell to the ground ; and, oh ! what scalding 
tears of bitter anguish did I shed f 

Diego, now oveixxune by the reooUecti<»i 
of past scafies, was for sc»ne minutes unable 
to proceed. Victoria, much interested and 
afiected, consoled him with some kindly- 
sympathizing expressions, and he at length 
oontinued— -** You will^ I am sure, madam, 
haye the goodness to excuse these efiusions 
of my feelings at the remembrance of scenes 
I have, fer some years past, ^ideavoured to 
chiKse from my mind, but which, in spite of 
every effort, have, for these many days, 
ecmtinually recurred. For some hours, don-^ 
na, I lay upon the ground, weeping piteous* 
ly : at kangth I was summoned t6 dinner 
by the housekeeper, who now was an alter- 
edjbeing in h&r conduct towards me. My 
heart was too full of grief to allow me to 
partake of food : this late indulgent woman 
was now enraged at my stubbornness^ as 
she termed it — ^said my tears proceeded from 
anger at my lord's not taking me to Spain, 
and that my want of appetite arose from 
pride, which led me to scorn food at any 
table but. my lord's. Several days passed 



<^f *ky ^i^ continuing, and hei ill-liu. 
mout* unA urikindnesis hourly in(ireasing. 

" I was natumlly proud, donna ; I oouM 
not bear to be thought meanly of; I consi- 
dered ihy grief ks laudable, and I could not 
brook Its being misinterpreted. I clearly 
saw tfib bottsekeeper bad conceived a very 
ccmtemptSble bpinion of ttie, ahd I hated her 
in return ; and liaving a veiy bigh and en* 
terprisiwg spirit, I i*esolved, one nigbt, when 
sorrow kept me waking, to leftve her. Ac» 
cordingly, next meaning, at an early hour, 
I stole t>ti1; of the castle, and made the best 
df ttiy tray ^to the sm of. dne of the park- 
kecfp*s, a lad ytf about Meen, to whom I 
iwpSfrted tny sorrows, shefwed him my 
purse, Whifch I promised to give bito, if he 
wouki- contrive td have me convened to my 
young lord 5n Old Castile. He readily \fti. 
dertiook the Waiter, <and desired me to call 
uprni bitti ^ig^ ih the ^venhtg, which I 
did, n^ctren, to my infinite joy, he infbrmed 
me that be and his father had settled eveiy 
thing for me w5th a carrier, who was to set 
atft tltrct teiy night for Rsa, Who woitM 
ttflce charge cff me to that pl&ce, wbere he 
wouM put mie on board some Vessd, ^und 



l^aiMgoni^ ftma Whence I e^^tildte^Msify 
conveyed to ffiy young lotd. 

^' To be briefs donna, I etsimpediWim the 
ctmtle, and, poor dupe ! g^e my ptifgfe to 
ttry perfidious confidant. I aodonypanied 
fbe carrier to Fisa, i^ho, according to piro^ 
tnise, immediately put me on board a ^^i^. 
Which, he iiilbrmed me, wa^ bound to Ton 
ngona. Unbounded w^ my joy in -tfae 
idea of soon being in the presence of my 
beloved young lord ; nor did the fbar of osiy 
t]id lord's, Qr my parents' displemsut^ at my 
^ttifbidden appeffi^ance, ever once obtrode 
upon my childish imagination. But^ alas ! 
tuy^eam of expected happiness s«»oii va- 
nisSied; I tvas awakened to present misery, 
£ir t was not long cm board until I ei^eri- 
efnced treatment I had ever been •tmiscoifs- 
temed to. The housekeeper's conHudt wa$^ 
4he extreme of Idndness and in^lgt^nce^ 
t^hen compared to it. I was ofdei^ t^ 
bard labour, which, from bdng uliused to, 
I was unable to execute : harsfh treatment 
ensued, and my pmid spirit becanle re^ 
l&adtory : the consequence wa^, rbf tkmg 
emelly chastised, put in heavy irons, and 
imprisoned in the hold, with mouldy bis« 
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eiilbi and muddy wafeer fiir my only fi»d» 
and dally oorrection for my pastime. 

^ How long I continued in this misefabk 
situation I can by no meansdedde ; it must 
have been msny weeks, but they se^osed 
ages to ma At length, one day I heard a 
most uncommon bustle on boardt with a 
loud and o(Hitinued firing. In the general 
confusion my prison was opened, and, eager 
to learn what was the matter, I scrambled 
upon deck, even with my irons (Hi, wheie^ 
fi»r the first time, I behdd a sea-aogag^ 
m^dt. For some moments I felt akm^ 
land the noise of the guns terrified me ex- 
tremely; but, by degrees, I became not on- 
ly reconciled to, but fond of the business. 
By entreaties, I had my fetters knocked d^ 
and socm I was to be found in the thickest 
part of the action. But, desperately as our 
people &ugbt, we soon were overpowered, 
and became slaves to a corsair of Al^^era 
I will not trespass upon your tune» nor 
wound your feeling heart, donna, by re- 
lating all the misery which I endured through 
a three years bondage to Achmet, my new 
master. I was not, like many of ndy fel- 
low-sufferers, taken to Algiers, and sold to 
the highest bidder, Achmet chose to re- 
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tain me in liis own servioe, whilst, fiom his 
brutality, I ezperienoed eveiy spedes of 
crusty. 

^ In this sdiool I learned nothing but a 
fittniliarity with scenes of carnage and bar- 
barity, and saw no traces whatever of rdi^ 
gion, but in the derision the few Christians 
among us bestowed upon the Pagan rites; 
whilst I was taught indiflferenoe, almost 
amounting to apathy, relative to all my own 
actions, by receiving the bastinado, or some 
rafinement upon cruelty more dreadful, 
whenever the caprice of my tyrant sentenk 
ced ' me to punishment, even when I had 
committed no o6ence. 

^ At length, donna, we fell in with, and 
were taken by, a Spanish phrate, of superior 
force. The whole crew of the ccnrsair were» 
witliout any distinction' of persons, stowed 
together in the hold. The barbarian, Adi- 
met, had hitherto been the object of my 
firm hatred ; but now he was a ftllen foe, 
and past injuries and enmity fled from my 
remembrance. The purveyor, who daily 
distributed our food, gave to the Christian 
captives a fuU allowance, but to the infidels 
only half. Adunet, who had a most vora- 
dous appetite^ su^red terribly from this 
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^UNmmitmce; and ftH 19110111 : be bad lU- 
lireated, except mys^if and lihomas, thfe 
English mariner, whom you saw this bvai- 
4ng, and who Was theri iny feUow-captive, 
^Med insult to his sufferings. I divided 
my portion of food equalfy with Aciimet, 
and llfyomas gave him one-tHird of his. I 
metftii^n not this incident to assume ffrme 
^myself, but to gain it for don Mariud, 
into xdi^sie power we had fdlen. ^Tfsk dr* 
cuni»st8n(^ found its way to don Manuci^ 
ear ; xnA, strange as it may appear to yoo, 
-doffina, that any trait of virtue ShouM touch 
Mii keart, this little matter interei^ted and 
affected him. Thomas's fetters and mine 
tti^^re, M iris <;onunand, instantly knocked 
tfitf: we were brought into his presence; he 
wartnly applauded our condu<!t^(9assed us 
-among his own immediate people, and has 
heated ns with distinguished coilCldence and 
Wgard. 

" ^om that period, doAna, I hstt^'ccmti- 
tiuedin the setvice, and, as I 'have just in- 
armed you, in the confidence, of don Ma- 
fftuel. iTou will not therefctte cOndenin me 
^r omitting many subsequa:]tt «eV#nts in toy 
fife, which trould be a bft^adb of faith in me 
to disclose. 1^0 don Sff aiMlel 1 6m lAiemosft 



dtmMul csifdi^dty i ipy.youi^ heart ke woof 
by kUi4ne$% and in my m^tarpr jisfm h^ 
has treated me with particujair riE^g^uld: y^ 
I stfll m^Qd> aft^ my parants* aodi my^ 
yom^ lQT^;\fy^i g^m any iotflHgence oC 
th^m.iiit my flaptiv«fcy» <» for tb^ ^s^yefin 
of i«y wsid»« hare^. was an: ijPdpQasibillly ; 
audi J«feteriy» b«¥!h,I n^t b^i^k bound: by sci^ 
l^mn oathis to^ ^eepeoy,, I should not. H^ifq 
d«i?^dtQ(prefifi^a{WPithte9s wjr^teb» like m^ 
beforci the»— tb^tler th^y jshquld tbiid$ me 
di^, thm} ^ow mb wJbat I ^m ! 

'"^ Y«»;Vfitth9yteftlM candouc toi-emeifther» 
ctonfia* bcfw veryia^outh I waSi irben I enteiv 
ed fcbia.oas1^ witil^4i osiind long: hdbitoataA 
W b0bQ)di8^i]UBii» (^ wif^cdaessf and orui^,. 
The yomig 9ftpl]Dg! may he: jtrainedi tQ)aiiy 
fiom;: andrfrom.tJiajinMdeiiAli^ft Tusoany, 
t» the psasient hoiin lassofiiatQdjMltbi Doii^ 
but. those rwhaseaKasoiile andipieeepft;gwi8t 
me.kasoiMliof vioe^. 'vridiob^ in Uie ^Kdottu of 
i^iflgudgk^ youths tfotpmve-my gprdtitiidefto 
1)99^ mittiter^il too ite Inowfaodi 

none, tQ.gtAdeaQ(ie;biilidio8e<wbo. led meoiip 
tp. vlcesi my ov^n.lieart.neyeEippiDVQd;. X 
daUy-«^I : may mgi hourly^. bcbeld m^ikirngf 
but mcmstrous enonnities; and^ from long 



Its BOMANCE OF THE PTEEKKE& 

aoqmintaiioe with tiiem, I at lenglh oeaaed 
ta start from them, as crimes repugnant to 
my nature : yet I must say, as somediing 
in mitigation of my o£Eenoes, that I have 
never committed cool and deliberate mur* 
der. With sorrow and oontriti<»i, I own I 
have deprived some of my fellow-cMatuies 
of Hfe; but it has been in attaeks where I 
knew I should meet w|1h resbtanoe ; and 
never, during my existence, did I raise my 
arm against that being who had not power 
to oppose me. I have never yet, in any 
instance, betrayed or deceived those who 
reposed a c(»ifidence in me^ or persecuted 
or ojqpressed the innocent and feeble ; bu^ 
to my shame, I have witnessed the com- 
mis^m of all those crimes, without my en- 
deavouring to prevent them, and have my- 
self been accustomed to plunder without 
compunction, for these some years past, 
and Imve striven, witii all my might, tD 
shake off every reoolleotkNi of the Deity, 
whom I had been taught to adore in my 
happy childhood, and which, in d^ite of 
every effort, has recurred to arrest me in my 
career of crimes; but then, fear of being 
thott^t a coward, or unfidtfafiil to my 
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master, still led me on to acts, from wliidi 
my heart ever revolted. 

** How often has that dear-lamented youth 
I have just been speaking of, made me hesi* 
tate and tremble, by telling me of duties 
superkMT to those I owed don Manuel ! and 
I have no doubt, had his life been spared, 
he would have led me bade to virtue, and 
to break my solemn oath of fealty to my 
.master. I believe I was not formed to be 
a ruffian, sinoe I am iMturally fond ct chil- 
dren. In the days of this youth's infiincy, 
I became attached to him, and rendered 
him many tittle acts of kindness, for whic^ 
he ever evinced his gratitude. Often, in 
his childhood, has he dimbed my knee, and 
pulled my ear close to his mouth, that he 
might whisper to me, * how dearly he would 
kive me, did I not live with, look like, and 
often act like, l^tose homd men about the 
castle, who made him tremble, th^ were 
so very naughty.' Often have the artless 
relmkes of this innocent shaken my very 
soul; and as he advanced in years, infinite 
were the pains he took to lead me back to 
virtue. Mui^ h^ he talked to me of the 
Deity, offtiturefiewards and punidimeiits, 
of hcaTen and bdl, until I little doubted 
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file existeBoe of auoh things; or eke, why 
the difference between him and me» if bo<dh 
were doomed to ahare the same fate ? But, 
alaa ! he wa$ taken to a bettw world; and, 
m despair, I plunged more c^i^ j into tfart 
stieam of perdition he had toiled so hard to 
sftW: me from. 

'^ Since you hanre be^i here, donna, I 
seem as if awakened from my peroidbiis 
infatuation ; and those good ideas the dma>- 
lamented se^w Theodore so an:fuoualy en« 
dm¥0u«ed to impress upon my mind, I now 
hoiiriy find* wanted only an<^faer bright ex** 
^xiple to>giv4e^_ them l^Qe,.and call tfa^n in- 
to action* Your patient miUtie^, under 
your misfortuiies, gaye birib! to better $m- 
sationa in my mind than, those it long bad 
harboured. WheneTer I beheld; you, I 
thought! of my dear young lord and my 
pacente; and tbeida$ra ofmnf mnopei^ee and 
happiness recairredi» not.oid^r to torture^, but 
to uAeiR . my htfarta From ^mh new int^iw 
vmf Ihave beoptn^^maretiniarfsted iay/om 
fiika. Suiimindedi by lomiiiiel^e dangwi 
andihorrom unpasaUeifedi youc badno anpr 
pott but m youi^ mental atueiigiblt, sii»ii^i we 
wBioallraffiaosiaidiatiM^gera toyou; .atti 
fou.lmA \mti too mnah xam^n. |ni laoki.«9Qii 
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US all with the eyes of fear and suspicion. 
I saw you felt your hapless situation^ with 
the fine and acute sensations of delicacy 
and sensibility, yet you bore it with the 
resignation of a Christian, who looked be- 
yond this world for aid and happiness. I 
saw grief upon your brow, but patience and 
fortitude sat with it, as if placed there, and 
inspired by your dependence upon the pro- 
tection of the Uessed Virgin, and those holy 
saints whose care I well remember my mo- 
itiefs teaching me to invoke in my days of 
happiness in the castle of Palino." 

** The castle of Palino !" exclaimed Vie- 
toria^ starting from her seat, in evident 
amazement. 

*' Yes, donna, the castle of Palino — the 
prindpal residence of my respected lord, 
eonte "" 

*' Ariosto r Victoria eagerly repeated. 

r>i^o was, in his turn, astonished. — ** It 
was indeed, donna, the castle of conte Ari- 
osto." 

" Then know, Diego,** she exclaimed, 
half-breathless with trepidation — " then 
know, that Altidore, your beloved young 
lord, was my father !** 

VOL. II. G 
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Diego Attempted no reply : the fale hue 
of death instantly overspread bis fine qoihh 
tenance — his eyes set, with a look of idaroi-* 
ing ifisensibiUty — his bosom hieavefi with 
convulsive agitation— 4arge dMp^ of sweat 
gushed from his temples, md his jaw feU 
Inost frightfully, while his wbde fraeae 
shook, and his knee^ smote each oUier with 
soch violence, that Victoria expected him 
to fall to the grotfnd^ without her possesaiia^ 
power to prevent him • Her eiwa^ land pky 
for his situation were extreme, but she koew 
not how to relieve hin!k : ahe held hsr salts 
to his nose, and tsa^rly entre«fbed Teiiesa to 
aasist her ; but the p<i»or old woman was so 
enervated by recent and present terror, that 
she could not alford the smallest service. 
Luckily, in this moment of dilemma, Sebas- 
tian asked for admission ; and Teresa, with 
some difBculty, contaived to Ittt him m. 

^^ Good Heavens !" he exc^imed, Xkpon 
beholding Diejgo, '' what has ooeasioned 
this ?" 

** The po<H* Boul has just fouiad out, 
segnor," replied Teresa, ^* that he knew aad 
owed great obligations . to the dc«na*s fh- 
ther, and joy and surprise, I fear, will haH 
him." 
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SebMtian had brco^t a. flask of wine 
and haxtshorfi isdth ham ; be instantiy laid 
DSqgo upon the floor^ and with some diffi- 
ouHj ooDtrived to make him swallow a somU 
qiiaii'titjr of the wioe, while Viotorht add 
Teresa bathed his tempks aiad the paloiB of 
his hands with hartsboni ; but^ ttotwithi* 
standing every efiSart to lestco^ hdm^ Xiiego 
evinced no symptodifi of returning resfkcBfr 
tioti, until Victoria bad bitterly lamented 
her precifiitance. At length his eye& moted 
in wild glancels ; and heavy sighs^ bursffeing» 
as it seemed, from the bottom of bis heart, 
gave indication q£ renovated sensibility. In 
a few moments more he raised, himself upon 
Ins elbow, and looked witii a stupid stsre.of 
vacuity around him. 

^ Thank Heshfeitimy imprudence hits not 
destroyed him !'' Victoria joyfoHy edtcbuffi- 
ed. ^' How are you now, my good Die^o ?*' 

The sound of Victoria's voice recalled iri: 
cfBoe his wandering reepUectkm, and he 
tantod his .^es with quickness on her.<^ 
^ Oh, yes !" cried .he, with that eagereess 
and inequality of voice which fially proved 
he was not quite reoovered*^^' Oh I yes ! yes ! 
yes ! I see, indeed, you are my dear loid% 
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child! Oh! how often have yon. brought 
hun fresh to my remembrance .^ Just — just 
such a look as that he gave me at the fiital 
moment of our parting/' Di^o,- now ecmi- 
pletdy subdued by the poignancy of im 
feelings, sank to the ground, and hiding^ falls 
&ee in his mantle, wept abuhdantly. 

Sebastian rejoioed ^t beholding bis tears, 
oinee they promised rdief ;to his agonized 
mind. At length Biego sobbed out — '' Re- 
collection of the pasti and horror at the pre- 
sent, quite unman me* .Ob ! what a place 
is this for conte Ariosto's daughter ! and I, 
wretch, miscreant that I am ! I assisted in 
bringii^ you to this infernal castle !" Con- 
vulsive sobs and groaiis now almost choked 
him : in a few minutes more he spoke again 
— *-*^ If I remember rigiit^. the iladyi 'Victoria 
said, that my dear inspected lord' was her 
father. Alas! that was implies his being 
no more." 

" Heaven," replied Victoria, while tears 
of filial affection chased each other down her 
cheeks — ** Heavendqprivedmeof nay ever- 
to-be-lamented inestimablje parents, ^:e my 
years allowed my being sensible' of their 
value." ' , 
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** Do ndt wee^, dear dorinay'' said Diego, 
in a tone '.of heartfelt iorrow. : 
 ' ^ Not weep !" returned Victoria/ moum- 
'fuHy : ** if your remembrance of my fathear 
has listed since your very childhood. Die* 
go, it would indeed be strange if his daugh* 
ter^s did' not so too ; and to remember and 
not lament him would be impossible !^ 

Some. large drops, which rolled unlndden 
dcnm Diego's cheeks, proved that he 
thought so too. 

Sebastian, now considering it advisable to 
iiftetrufit a conversation loo affecting to Vic- 
toria and Oi^go, in the present agitated state 
of their minds, poured out some wine, which 
he persuaded Victoria to take; he gave some 
aka to Teresa^ and then ' made Di^o finish 
'Ae Sasky >after\which he recomAnended his 
retiring to bed, as his spirits evid^tly re- 
quired repose, : 

**^ 1 1 shall leave this . chamber, segncwr," 
IDiego i^^ied^' ^ but not to go to bed: I 
. Jiave Inow a n^w duty to perfcwm.*- With 
some^iffioilty ha arose, supported by the 
! kin4 i Sebastian, and approached Victwia, 
whona^ with a treinulous voice, be respect- 
fully addressed — '^ Lady Victoria,'* smd he, 
pasft the iremaii^djei^^f this night free 
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from apprehiension, as I have taken; and 
shall continue to take^ every meaaure to 
ensure hersaSety. By your bedside, doima, 
I have placed an: abrm-beU, which wifi 
^mmon me on the instant to you, sbotdd 
you haw any fear& The trap-door I have 
most ^feetnaUy secured, and all the fasCei^ 
ings of your cfcamber'^doar I have removed 
to tlie inside, both for your eomfinrt and 
safety. I shall now hasten to arm a gciard 
to patrole this part of the oastle for the 
night, and to ^station a sentinel at your door, 
which stthtind shall be myself as long as I 
have po^er tb keep die post.^ 

♦< Diego, I reqiiest-«--I enlxeat you, by liie 
fHendship you cmee bore my ihcinoured fii^ 
tber^ and by tlie'love you cherish ibr-bis 
memory, to refcii^ immediratdy tombed T ctx- 
iitfeit)fi^ ' Vieterti^ much alarmed at the 
ghastly hue of Diego's countenanee : " jrou 
have already taken every ^measun for niy 
safety which kindness and hhnumky ootdd 
Inspire; then go to rest, n^y good Di^pD, 
happy ill the reflec^oii' o^ haivtng benevo- 
lently -exett&d yourself in protectilig' and 
coridipas^nating a hapless captive, ere you 
knew ishe had any ciaitrt up<^ ybur fn^nd- 
sbip, while t MshaU . paas my nig^it ondh- 
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iiHiyed^ secure in the oeir prdimse of the 
kind protection of Heaven intimated to me 
hy this discovery ; for surely the hand of 
Almighty Providence must be traced, in 
thus revealing to me, even in the moment 
of de^ir, a powerful friend, bound to my 
fiimily by the bonds of strong afiectioHw" 

Diego promised implicit obedieivce to her 
request, which he considered as an indis- 
putable command ; and with Sebastian, who 
bestowed a tender and afiecting benediction 
upon Victoria, retired; but both' remained 
in 1^ lobby until our herome a«id Teresa 
had fitstened the chamber-door, with all the 
locks, bars, and chains, which Diego, in his 
Mai, had fixed upon it. 

The moment the sound of their r^ce^ng 
&o>Mep» died upon her ear, the recollection 
of the secret door presented itself, like a 
J^ideof!!^ phantom, to Victorians Ima^nation. 
V«in she now feared were all Diego*s kind 
precautions, since one possible avenue re- 
mained unsecured. Shuddering, she sauk 
into her seat, and wistfblty fixed her eyes 
upon the man in armour, filled with the 
liorrid expectation of seeing it recede to ad- 
mit some of AlcNOZo's emissaries : even bad 
I^ego beeh present^ she oould not inform 
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him of thifi alarming circumstance, without 
betraying those by whose means she had 
discovered its existence, and that she would 
not do, upon the mere presumption of dai^ 
ger ; and that door, which in the morning 
she had rejoiced at having to escape throu^ 
she now beheld with terror. But at kngtii 
her reason arose, in fullest force, to combat 
with ha* apprehensions, which, after the 
wonderful proofs she had just received of the 
signal interposition of Heaven in her behalf, 
were alrpost crimes against that beneficent 
Providence ; and after sudi proofs, could she 
dare to doubt the continuance of supreme 
succour ? Oh, i^o ! she could not ; and she 
blushed for weakness, almost bordering upo& 
impiety : she had too every reason to be- 
lieve that passage a secret to don Manud 
and all his adherents. 

With renovated fortitude and courage 
Victoria now arose from hw seat to prepare 
for bed, apd with a sweet benignant smile 
advised Teresa to do so too— advice whidi 
the poor exhausted old woman was not slow 
in following. Our heroine then, aft;er offer- 
ing up her pure and fervent thanksgivings 
to Heaven, and deserving, whilst she in* 
voked its protection for yourself, h& ddi- 



veter^lmdhir fnend^ ; an^i^s^d ^ and for 
the first time *iiihce/her cciptiyity^ ventured 
to go into bed^ Teresa having^ some minutes 
before, t^ken possession of the ime Hero bad 
occupied the preceding night 

'' I wonder^ Teresa/' said Victoria, as 
Ae laid berself down tQ. rest — *^ I wonder 
What - is become of Hero ! — sincerely , do I 
hope no harm may befal the poor deluded 
creature." 

A loud sereiifiding from Teresa's nose was 
the only answer now received, announcing 
most unequivocally that her care?, for the 
present, were consigned to rest. 

" In die days of my happiness," thought 
Victoria, ^ what a misfortune should I have 
considered such a noisy Qompunion in my 
diamber ! and now, aks ! how changed the 
scene ! for I am truly thankAil for having 
her allowed to me.** 

Our heroine, now left to her own reflec- 
tions, allr the extraordinary occurrences of 
tliat-eventfuL evening preselited themselves 
in gk>wing colours to her imagination. The 
projected villainy of Alonzo, whatever it 
portended, made her shudder, while her 
fortunate escape from it, and the sinKular 

G 8 
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fttteehm^Dt to; li«r fdtnfly^ fiUed her b^sMi 
yrrth th^ ttiost Hvdy ^sCituiie to Frovi^ 
dence ; md m the mooiaitofifgiatiliidew bef 
signal obligatiotis to her gslbiDt delivemis 
were not forgott«n ; and that ivm of those 
deliverers were, for their hutn«Mly, Uitowii 
into a damp and dtoary dongeoR^ gave to 
her leeling heart mfinite aiUction ; and al^ 
though she had been positively assured q£ 
their pei^eet saf^ety, sb^ eonldiiot divest her 
mind of those torturing apptefaciiskMi hear 
fears o^ Alonzo^s treachery inspired. Any 
evil befalling Thomas would most sincar^y 
grieve her ; but for Hippolyto^s aafaky she 
expenenced ittfltiitdy more solicitude. A 
retrospect of his Gdnduct^ during that even** 
ing, placed Hippolyto in t^e mo^t advail^ 
tdgeous point of view. The intrepidity with 
which he had exposed himself to danger, to 
rescue h^r from it-^^ie animated CQiu^e 
with which he had defended her— ^his.dc^^ 
cjately^respec^tful manner towards . ber<— 4ubi 
humanity to Teresa^ and daoae he had a»* 
sisted to vanquish-^his graceful dignity in 
the moment of surrendering himsdf toGronn 
:2alv<^ when other protection a{]f)earad fot 
her — all conspired to elevate him high in our 
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hetoiae's Mttqaaticm. Never b^te had har 
admintion been called forth so powerfully 
as on that eventful day. The stranger sh^ 
met in the diurdi had, in the morning, cap- 
tivaited her fimey ; Hippoly to, in the even- 
iiig» had charmed her reason ; and had she 
been assured that the stranger possessed 
such mental perfections as Hippolyto had 
evinced, or that Hippolyto could boast even 
half the stranger's personal advantages, Vic- 
toria's heart bad been irrevocably gone : as 
it was, she almost feared for her peace, to 
see the stranger again ; whilst the friendship 
of Hippolyto she felt anxious to deserve, 
and looked forward to it, as to a source of 
the purest satisfaction. 

At length the power of reflection was lost 
in drowsiness ; and after a few moments of 
mental vacuity, Victoria fell into a slumber 
•«««iot profound, like Teresa's, and proving 
of abort duraticoi. She started from it, with 
the horrid phantasy which Morpheus pre- 
sented to her slewing iooa^nation, of a 
gkasdy spectre, gliding through the tapes- 
try-door to convey her into Alonieo's power.* 
VV^is^uUy she gaaed upon tibe door, and 
around the room^ but beheld nothing to 
alarm her; yet it was some momeots befoire 
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she ooiild eflfectaally reason hi»wlf out of 
the uncomfortable sensations this horrid vi- 
sion of her sleep occasioned, when again re- 
commending herself to the protection of 
Heaven, she soon fell into a tranquil, sleep, 
in which she most certainly had dresmis; 
but, to the eternal disgrace of our unfae- 
roihely heroine, we must confer she slept 
not as she ought to have done, for the in- 
formation of our readers, since not one 
dream of hers bore the smallest analogy to 
her future fate. 



CHAPTER VIL 

• 

Soon as Victoria's toilet was completed in 
the morning, and that she had performed 
the most important duty of her life, she 
waited with some impatience for Teresa's 
reappearance, who at length arrived at the 
usual hour, attended by Diego^ to summon 
our heroine to break&st. 

Victoria now felt the most sincere r^ard 
for Diego, from his having been beloved by 
her fethcr, and from the strong attaehmoit 
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he still bore the memory of her respected 
parent ; and that regard, in addition to ha* 
gratitude, now led I^r to extend her hand 
to him, as she was about to ccHigratulate him 
upon b^ing sufi^ently recovered to leave 
his chamber; but the momeat his hand met 
hep touch, the burning £^er it indicated 
gave her instant alarm, and looking upon 
his countenance, she was at once confirmed 
in her apprehensions of serious illness. 

" My good Diego," said she, ** you are 
not well. Why — why did you leave your 
diamber?" 

*' To wipe away some of my offences, 
lady Victoria, by evincing my gratitude to 
my dear lamented lord, in affording that lit- 
tle protection in my power to his innocent^ 
persecuted, hapless child," he replied, in a 
vcdce languid and tremulous. 

** I am very thankful for your kind inten- 
tions, Diego; but effectually to serve me, you 
should be carefulof my friends. You must 
iiot, therefore, by inattention to your own 
hiealtib^deprive me of that protection so essen* 
tid to my safety. You are ill— very ill, and 
you neglect yoursdf in your solicitude for 
13MI* Has sc^or Sebastian seen you tbi$ 
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motidng? 1 wiA yofi would go to bed, 
and fdlow segnor Pedro to attend you."* 

^ Alas ! lady Victoria forgets^ ia her hu* 
manity, her own sad situation. I must ac- 
company you to segnor Sebastian, and 
should he think it safe fbr me to leave you, 
I will then go %my chamber ; for, in tatit^ 
I ftar illness has^ for the first time in niy 
Mfe, overtaken me."* 

Vietwia's oounten«ioe expressed so much 
concern, that Diego strove, with all his 
power, to combat an indisposition that was 
visibly subduing him. With great mge- 
naity he now fastened the chamber-door, 
to prevent the possibility of the locks being 
again damaged ; and desiring Teresa to lead 
the way, he^ with tottering steps;, attempit- 
ed to follow Victoria down the stairs ; but 
his head felt so mudi disordered by indiau 
portion, he was compelled to catch and 
hold &st the balustrade, to prevent his &&- 
ing^ All this was observed fay Victofria, 
whose compassionate eyes had paid striet 
attention to him, and she now stopped, de- 
siring him to lean upon her and Teresa-*^ 
^* I ^nnot afibrd you much assi8tahce,'''8iid 
sh^, in the sweetest accents of pity ; *' but 
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wyr mile, aided by Teresafs lev, maj equal 
OKle tobrabfe supporter." 

^ This, this id too much T Diego exclaim- 
ed^ while large drops firtx>Ie down his efaeeks. 
'* Such kindness and condesceosion, so truly 
iBheirit^ firom my dear lord Altidore^ quite 
c^mss me. i fConte Ariosto's child to hum^* 
Irfe fact^f thus HI compassicHi to her father^s 
yo&ml !«-«^« wretch, a miscreant, who assisted 
in the villainy of bringing her to this fatal, 
fatal place !" 

^ I>iegic^'' said Victoria, with, that com- 
nwadtiig lUgnity she could, with so much 
native grace, assume, *^ Diego^ take my arm.* 
Tr^mbliiig with concision, but irresistibly 
awed into obedience, the poor invalid com* 
[died« *' The child of conte Ariosto," con^ 
titraed she, ^^ cannot be humUed by the 
pcrfocmanoe.of her duty, in alEbrdii^ assist^ 
anop to those who require it, and the man^ 
Di^p, whom my father loved^ his children 
must respect ; and it is not for me to con- 
tetmi those whom a ^ncere contrition for 
t^r errors raises in the estimation of our 
lEUdibemcts Besides^ to you I owe innu« 
metable oUigaticxis, and gratitude knows 
no ^ffiatinctions^ becatisb it has no pride but 
in eviilcing^ its sensibiHty /' 
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Diego was too much overpowered fay 
sickness, and our heroine's kindness^ to Ht- 
tempt any reply. Supported by her and 
Teresa, he reached the comidor, where Se- 
bastian was anxiously waiting for Victoria, 
who respectfully and afFeotionately paid her 
morning compliments to bim, as she led 
Diego to a chair, where she desired faim to 
iBit — " Segnor Sebastian will excuse your 
doing so,^' said she, ^^ since you are ill, and 
he compassionate." 

*^ 111, indeed P' exclaimed Sebastian, has- 
tily ad vancing to him^ when he kindly tcxd^ 
his hand to examine Ms pulse. 

^^ Ah, segnor, I have had a wretched 
night! for who c^tn test upon the thorny 
pillow of comp^mctidn ? A mind so dis* 
eased as' mine iwill>sck>n: bring on bodily 
malady ; horror, sorrow, regret, despair, aU 
combine to agitate andr subdue me. My 
dear lord and bene&ctor's child is in the 
castle of don Manuel, and you too wdl 
know, segnor, the secrets of that castk^ to 
wonder at iny glieOmyi anguish, lupon her 
account, whdm I, alas ! have littie^^little 
hope K3f ever being able essentially to sdrvev" 

^^ We will talk tod think di my sitiialloii^ 
Diego, when you are more equal;t6/the 
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task,^ said Victoria ; " at present, for my 
sake, as well as for your own, ' you must 
think only of conquering this indisposition. 
Can we do nothing for the poor soul, seg- 
nor?" 

** Cwtainly we can, and will," replied Se- 
bastian, who ordered Teresa to summon 
Pedro immediately. " Diego," continued 
he, *' is ill, but not, I am certain, danger^ 
ously so, and he only requires a little atten- 
tion to restore him to health. I would ad- 
vise his going instantly to bed, and Pedro 
will administer some composing medicines." 

" The world, segnor, could not tempt me 
to retire to my chamber, whilst lady Victo- 
ria's safety is in danger," said Diego, with 
alarming emphasis. 

" Be composed, my good friend," replied 
Seba&tian; *^ lady Victoria's safety is not, 
for the present, threatened with any dan» 
g^; Francisco has undertaken to protect 
her until don Manuel's return." 

An expression cf the most animated joy 
beamed over the pallid fac? of Diego, whibt 
joy's large drops gushed from his. heavy 
eyes, as he raised them in thankfulness to 
heaven ; and Victoria declaring her astonish^ 
ment at Francisco's kindness Sebastian in- 
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fevmed'^.hcr, that ** Franeisco, €T«r tena- 
Giou6 of his power, was highly incensed «t 
AIoRzo's daring to imprxsom a person whom 
he protected, and had recomttiended to don 
Manuel's service, and was therefore deter- 
mined to secure her from Alonso's villainy; 
atid that, until don MantiePs return, siie 
might consider herself safe, as if with her 
own family."* 

*^ Then, siegnor, he has liberated the ami- 
abie md gallant Hippolyto?'* said Victoria, 
eagerly, the purest glow of mingled hope 
and joy mantUfig over her cheeks. 

" No, my sweet, grateful child,"* replied 
Sehiastian; '^ Ftunoisco, although indignant, 
is too punctUious to interfere with any of 
don Manuel's laws. He certainly has pow^ 
to liberate Hif^otytO; but he chooses to 
pay don Manuel the comp^ment of leaving 
it to him to do it In the intermediate 
time, he has ordered that Hippolyto, and 
his brave companion Thomas, shall have 
erery comfort assigned to them, of whidb a 
pMon^ can admit However, in iiespect to 
Alonizo, lie has not stood , upon the cere- 
mony of waiting for -don Manners return, 
to prevent hia power of present mischief; 
ibrhehas placed W stixmg gawd' ot^r him 



in the wertcim tower, whither he £n faun 
tbis morning r^mov^d ; wbUe Caiiofi^ with 
the poor deluded cre»tuife, your attendmt, 
and erery person selected of eonfederaey 
with Alonifo, are in close oonflnement, and 
strict orders he has just issued to ^1 who 
remaih at liberty, to protect you, my ohSidy 
from eve^ danger.*' 

Victoria was just beginning to expiress 
her gratitude for Francisco's kindness, when 
Pedro entered, who, finding strong symp- 
toms of a nervous ffever shou^t Diego, or- 
dered him instaiitfy to bed ; and m Victoria 
had now no immediate danger to apprehend, 
Sebastian kindly assisted Pedro in lea^ng 
tiie poor invalid to his chamber, whither 
he was attended by our heroine^s miMt ier« 
vent good wishes for his speedy recovery. 

In about haU^ri-hour Sebastian returned, 
with the comforting inteH^ence of Pedro*s 
oiily considering Diego's illness occasicned 
by stnHig agitation of rnind^ which quiet, 
and a little jucfido^tf care, would sooti re- 
move. 

So moch fear and anxlei?y were now bft- 
nished from Victoria's mind^ that, with 
something approaching to a^i^tite, she sat 
down to ^taUe with her iiiteteirting friend. 
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and paitodc of tn exodl^t breakfai^t Tere- 
sa had prepared for them ; which was no 
^Kx>ner ended, thmi Sebastian informed her, 
he was under the necessity of leaving har 
for*a few hours, to fulfil an appointment 
with Francisco* " Without scruple or anx- 
iety, I now can leave you,** added he ; *' and 
if the tone of your mind will permit it, you 
can find amusement in the library, or in 
sketching that beautiful portrait" 

The deepest blushes now tinged Victo- 
ria's cheeks, and her confusiw was most 
pitiably augmented, by .finding it observed 
by her companion, who ^used intently at 
her, with a deeply-penetrating eye, as if 
anxious to develop the cause of her too-ap- 
parent perturbation. 

A pause for some moments^ ensued. Vic- 
toria could not brea,k the-^to her^ pain- 
fuUy-'Silent interval; but at. Jength Sebas- 
tian did — " Well, I seei" he said, with a 
benign smile, 'f I see my fair ;philo$opher 
cannot entirely conquer ber . apprehensions. 
Suppose then we summon Teresa to attend, 
and, at least, take, off the ak^njing appear- 
mioe of solituda" , ' . 

'' Ob, no, no, mgffi^pt !". replied om? artless 
beroine, with OKSre^agern^s than she wish- 
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ed to have discovered, ** I like, I pre^ so- 
litude— --I mean, I am not afraid of it ; and 
then poor Teresa has — ^raust have so much 
domestic employment, now Diego is unable 
to assist faer,'it'Wdtild be cruelty to trespass 
upon her' timfr ; soj' segnor, if you please, I 
will only summcm her, if, upon trial, I find 
my spirits unequal to solitude.'* 

" As you please be it, my child. Now 
have you any message to Hippolyto? I 
shall make him et short visits before I pro- 
ceed to Francisco." 

*' Oh, segnor, could words express my 
feelings, I would trouble you with the con- 
veyance of a message, long as the soul of 
gratitude could dictate ! for, oh, sir, but for 
the noble, brave Hippolyto, what now might 
have been my shocking, shocking fate? 
By his humanity and courage, I am here in 
safety — for his humanity and courage, he is 
now in prison !" Tears, which the feelings 
^f her grateful heart awakened, stopped he. 
utterance for a few nloments. At length 
she proceeded— ** Oh, bow I envy you, seg- 
tior! You can visit your friend in prison, 
Whilst I, who caused his being there, am 
forbidden, by the laws of c}i&tom imd deco- 
rum, to o£fer that respect and consolation.*" 



^ 
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<' And WQttld 3^u«-«*w<w)d jour visit tlie 
dungeon of Hippdiy to^" said Sebaati^ao^ '^ if 
deoorum gave you fo'mission ?'' 

^ Most ocrtainly; (&: it would be mj 
duty, if by doing so, it couLd, for a ixiament, 
begvile the sadness (^ his <x>nfin€mei3tJ' 

^ Would not somethkig Uke pride revolt 
at such a condescension ? Lady Victoria 
seems to forget Hippolyto is only domestic 
to don Manual;' . 

^^ I iC^inot cease to remember the misfor- 
tunes of my friends, nor can I forget that 
imrit» like Hippolyto's^ must ever claim re- 
spect Those exalted, by virtue^ the frowns 
of fortune cannot debase. Nature made 
Hippolyto an ornament tx> ber works> uca 
can situation degrade him wbo is by birth 
aiMl mind >a gentlemEUti J' . 

^' Yesi" said Sebastian ; ^^ although Na- 
ture drew Hippolyto in shade» he is one of 
the noblest works her fafand ever portcayed. 
Born to better e&peetations, he and another 
yoiiiith, aKke the daring omamient of na- 
ture, and outeast of fortune^ differing cnxby 
in aompkxion* were thrown by their ruth* 
less destiny**— ~But I must mt, daiie not; 
trust myself upon this soul-a^endii^ wb>- 
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jeet; I will thin?e£>re hu^a to mj po&t 
Hippoly to's dungeon," 

^ Go, seg»or/and testify^ by this om. 

solaog attention, your friendship to that ||aU 

but being, whilst I can only> by thqse mm^ 

sages you will have the goodness to €qb^ 

vey for me, mani&fit my lively gratitude/' 

^ Then come, my child," replied Sebas^ 

tian» with a sweet smile of benignity mid 

pfeasure pervading his sad, yet fine counte** 

nanoe; ^^ accx>mpaQied by me, there can 

suiely be no impropriety, . and such a Sat- 

tedng Qondeseenslon will illumine the dan»- 

gs^Sk of poor Hippoly to." 

Vic^ria instantly arose, and gave her 
hand to Sebastian, who led her tibough the 
gfeat hall i^to a long passage^ whicsh terixur 
Bated at a lacge ircoi door^ where he p^led 
a heavy-soiwding bell» and idimediiitely 
GoiguKalvo appeared — *' We would vii£t Hip- 
pdyto," said Sebastieoi^ and shewed Fran- 
cisQO's signet. 

Gonaalvo, taking a kmp fmm Ins room, 
pveoeded $eba$tian and our heroine through 
m adjoming door» which opened upon a 
long flight of step6» which they desoeiid- 
ed» and in a few n^omeiite entered a vmid- 
iog passage of iraaiense ^ les^th, btanch- 
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ing off in a variety of directions, where, on 
each side of the leading passage and all its 
deviations, were ranged, at equal and trifling 
distances, low doors, strongly plated with 
iron, and secured by massy bolts, and other 
enormous fastenings— doors which Victoria 
but too truly conjectured led to the noisome 
prison of many a hapless sufferer. This 
afflicting idea filled her heart with inex- 
pressible sadness; but no sooner did the 
direful clinking of chains, with deep-drawn 
sighs and groans issuing through many of 
those doors, assail her ears, than grief and 
horror almost subdued her, and Sebastian 
now found increased difficulty in supp(»t- 
ing her trembling fi^me to Hippolyto's pri- 
son. One bolt alone secured his door, and 
Gonzalvo, entering first, respectfully an- 
nounced the approaching visitors. 

" The captive lady coming to see meT 
repeated Hippolyto, in a tone of excessive 
trepidation and surprise, as he darted to- 
wards the door; *' gracious Heaven, 'lis 
true ! Oh, madam ! lady Victoria ! what, 
what could have induced such an unexpect- 
ed — such an unmerited condescension ?" 

" Your humanity, and my gratitude," 
said she. ** Segnor Sebastian thought, ndien 
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aooompanied by him, there could be no im- 
propriety in visiting my ddiverers in that 
prison where serving me had placed them." 
Victcnria now entered, and looking around 
-*" Alas r she exclaimed, *^ and is this place 
the reward of humanity ?" She could add 
no more ; but Imrsting into tears, sank into 
the seat from which Hippolyto had just 
arisen. 

Gonzalvo, now retiring, took his station 
in the passage; and Thomas, who shared 
tins prison, and whose wound was in a most 
promising state, respecduUy retreated to 
one comer of the dungeon, while Sebastian 
and Hippolyto, in the most earnest terms, 
^itreated our heroine to be composed. 

^ Distress me not, I conjure you, lady 
Victoria," said Hippolyto, '' by such excess 
o( ooihpassion. Our confinement hero will 
pove but of short continuance, believe me ; 
and even whilst here, we shall experience 
no grief, no inconvenience, but in being 
deprived c£ the liberty still to attend you, 
to watch over, -to protect you from every 

Victoria, /about to reply, raised her beau- 
tifully-intelligent eyes, beaming with sor- 

TOL. n. H 
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row and genuine gratitude, when suddenly 
meeting Hippolyto's, she dearly saw m 
them such a lively and unequivocal expres- 
sion of tender anxiety, that» quite startled 
and distressed, she again bent her eyes to 
the ground, whilst the brightest glow of 
confusion overspread her cheeks. 

Whether Sebastian made any observa- 
^;ion or not, he instantly relieved her embar- 
rassment, though not her concern, by caUiog 
Hippolyto's attention, from the too-lovely 
Victoria, to a recital of Francnsco's resolu* 
tions and arrangements, to which Hippoly- 
to listened with the most evident deUght^ 
as they were auspicious to Victoria's safety. 

Thomas, with his accustomed unintelU- 
gibility, expressed his pleasure too, happy 
in the prospect of our heroine's security, 
but charmed to ecstasy at the idea of Akm- 
zo's disappointment and mortification— 
'' And may I, your honours, be bold,** add- 
ed he, '' and crave what cheer with the Te- 
resa, and my brave messmate IMego? It 
heaves up a strong swell of .wonderment, 
why he thus keeps abaft, and has not yet 
steered to this port, to see into the state of 
our rigging." 

Victoria now called forth the most pro- 
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ibund and enraptured attention of Hippo- 
lyto, whilst she sweetly and simply related 
tihe discovery of Diego*s connexion with her 
family, its alarming efifect upon him, and 
hb severe illness. 

Hippdyto was evidently affected by her 
artless and interesting little history ; but the 
good it portended to Victoria almost efiaced^ 
by pleasure, his pity for Diego. 

For some little time longer, they held a 
serious conversatioh upon the state of affairs 
in the castle ; and mutually charmed with 
each other's discourse, Victoria and Hippo- 
lyto saw, with regret, Sebastian's motion 
for separation. Hippolyto, in the most 
graceftil eaad animated terms, expressed his 
gratitude for the honour and pleasure our 
heroine had conferred upon him by her visit ; 
whilst she, in return, felt he had arisen still 
higher in her estimation ; and she should 
have remembered' this interview with satis- 
fiiction^ had not concern offidously remind- 
ed her of having observed that which indi- 
ci^ed a stronger degree of solicitude for her 
fate, than she could have wished Hippolyto 
to fed for her. 

' Gonzalvo now conducted these friendly 

H 2 
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visitors cot of bis district; and jSebiistlan at- 
tended Victoria to the library, where be 
waited until she had perfectly recovered 
that agitation of spirits this new and dis- 
mal scene had awakened, and than took 
leave, assuring her of perfect seciwty during 
his absence. 

Victoria, now alone, felt her (Spirits awa^ 
keiied to a perturbation of a dil^rent nature. 
The hour was approaching for h$r to fulfil, 
or fail in, her appointment with the^tranger ; 
and what line of concfuQt' to ppmie wasiiow 
her difficulty. She had, alas ! np x>ne to ad- 
vise her. Her own judgmefi^t, or iadina- 
tion, pnly now could guide herw-the feeble 
judgment of eighteen, ,the rash inclination 
of youth. Disa{^ointed wish^ saad Opi- 
mons had not yet introdu^ied Si^spieion into 
the ingenuous mindof Victorii^; artless her- 
self^ she thought the world in gener^d so; 
and nothing less than downri^t. conviction 
had ever yfet allowed her to believe^ that 
the apparently-antlable could be deceitfiiL 
The man, therefore, whom her fmcy wpn^ 
sented to b^ as one of the xnostperleet of 
human beings, she never onc^ the^igbt it 
possible to find insincere, or capaU^ oi tres- 
ehery. She had consequently no fears f(x 
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her fssS&tyi but ^ she had many doubts as to 
the propriety of meeting him. He had not 
ventured fais life for her preservation, and 
gtatitude had* no claim upon her> except for 
pfdmised kindness. Besides, she had no 
Sebastimi to aocompany her» and destroy 
tihe indeeoriim of the interview. Delicacy, 
flowing from the spring of nature, filled, in 
its most refined purity, Victoria's spotless 
heart; it inspired her every thought— it 
dietated her every word, and attended all 
faer -actions. The idea, therefore, of an as- 
mgnfAion mih a man, young, and a stranger, 
u»proted:ed to forlomness as she was, could 
not but startle her, while some intruding 
guest sprung forward, to laugh at her soru- 
pkis^ and inspire wishes for their overthrow. 



CHAPTER y III. 



I . 



E^nemr tm$oti and • argument that delicacy 
and inclination could dedUte, now agitated 
yii^oiria^'S mind fca^ and against attending 
her appoitttment, but without conviction on 
either side, until the dock struck twelve ; 
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and she was startled by the somid into a 
perturbation of spirits, destructive to ^ 
power of offering any opnfutation to the last 
suggestions of her mind, which indination 
prompted, desiring her to remember that the 
stranger had promised to effect her eaeap^ 
at the moment he gave liberty to his iri^ids 
—that he might be the vay being deputed 
by Heaven to deliver her fiom destruction, 
which the extraordinary circumstances lead- 
ing to their meeting almost induced her to 
believe; and if she disregarded him, she 
might probably have to bewail her own wil- 
ful blindness to the mercy of Frovidmce. 
The strsaiger too had informed her of the 
situaticm of his affecti<ms, and there oould 
be little of indelicacy, whatever there might 
be of temerity, in it ; and to calm her doubts 
and apprehensions, had he not taught her 
the method of retreating into the lilmuy? 
^nd, independent of dl these motives, had 
she not in her poissession some property, of 
considerable value, belonging to him ? and 
every feeling of equity must uij^e its imme- 
diate restoration. 

These arguments^ unanswered, proved 
victorious ; and m the dock strode the last 
stroke of twelve, our heroine tremulously 
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and fearfully iux>se, and, looking cautiously 
around her, ap[»t)ached the map, against 
ivhich she was to press, to gain an admit- 
tance into the church ; but there she stopped, 
alanned, and apprehending the eye of ob- 
servation. She thought of the passage from 
her chamber, as being more secret ; but the 
terrors oi the preceding ni^t made her 
shrink from the idea of going throu^ the 
scene of them unattended, except by fears, 
which the uncertainty of the propriety of 
what she was premeditating would most 
forcibly augment ' 

At length, aft» many effi>rts, she sum- 
moned sufficient courage to press the ac- 
tuating spring, when immediately the pan- 
nel receded ; and through a small aperture 
she beheld the stranger at the foot of the 
mcmument, standing with folded arms, and 
eyes mixiously fixed upon the chasm. It 
was now too late, ev^i had she wished it,;4p 
change her intention ; for he saw her on the 
moment^ and, as she pushed the pannel 
open for admission, hafilily sprang forward 
to receive and to assist her ; and after closing 
the aperture with mudi speed and drcum- 
' spection, he seated himself by her on the 
base of the monument, dose to the spring 
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that would readmit her to the library, and, 
in the most respectful and animated terms, 
expressed his gratitude for tiiie confidence 
she thus reposed in him. 

Victoria entered the church with a flut- 
tering heart and trembling frame, and, fof 
some moments, her agitation deprived her 
of the power of articulating ; but the re- 
spectfulness of the stranger's manners to- 
wards her, tlie soothing kindness of his ad- 
dress, the fascinating sweetness of his voice, 
and, above all, his delicacy and considera- 
tion, in voluntarily placing her dose to the 
only spot where an instantaneous retreat 
could be in her power, combined to calm 
her fears and perturfaaticni, and, in a very 
few moments, restored har to pa^ect com- 
posure,, when a long and interesting ccm- 
versation commenced, by which our heroine 
was soon convinced that the stranger pos- 
ipssed graces of manners, and refinement of 
mind, equal, at least, to Hippolyto; and 
whilst sdie listened with delight, she trem- 
bled at the fascination which Ae found was 
every moment ina^adng; yet, in defiance 
of this fascination, powerful as it was. Pru- 
dence never for one moment forsook her 
lovely chaise, and Victoria only related to 
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her attentive au^tor what Uiis sapient guide 
dbected^ as necessary for him to be informed 
cf ; therefore, in mentioning Alonzo and 
her gallant rescue, she bestowed her high 
entomiums upon her -deliverers, but forbore 
to express any thing that might lead to a 
suspicion of their disaffection to don Ma- 
nuel. 

Hier heart now persuaded her to believe 
the stranger ingenuous, benevolent, and sin- 
cere ; but the more eloquently her heart 
^x>ke in his favour, the more conscious she 
became of the imbecility of her judgment, 
and more rigorous in her obedience to her 
intellectual monitors; so that she uttered 
not one word which prudence or reason 
could have wished recalled. 

The stranger, on bis part» had nothing of 
moment to communicate, except that his 
preparations for escape were in much greater 
forwardness, his plans more promising^ and 
his hopes of a speedy termination to the 
captivity of those he wished to liberate, 
much more sanguine than they had been 
on the preceding day. But the same mys- 
tery stiU enveloped him, and the interdict 
against Im being more communicative upon 

H 8 
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some impcnrtant subjectci, he tolii ho*» was 
not yet withdrawn ; but he so judiciously 
contrived it, that not a pause in oonvena- 
tion occurred, to yield Victoria an opportu- 
nity of departing, until the unwelcome stroke 
of one sounded from the dome clock. De- 
jectedly he arose fix)m hb seat ; Victoria 
sprang from her$—<< How rapidly has time 
flown since twelve," said he, sighing, " only 
to creep more languidly, until my good des- 
tiny influences you to honour me with an- 
other interview ! May I-— dare 1, presume 
to supplicate for the happiness of seeii^ you 
again to-morrow, should nothing intervene to 
render your coming hither impracticable ?" 

Victoria hesitated, and the deepest glow 
of vermilion tinged her cheeks. 

A heightened colour oversi»ead the 
stranger's countenance too, and mournfully 
he said — ^* Alas ! you fear to confide in my 
iionour, and I am not permitted to remove 
suspicion from your mind." 

^' I entertain no suspicion where you are 
in question, believe me, s^nor," repHed Vie* 
toria, with an air of the most fascinating 
artlessness, while her blushes deepened, and 
her tearful eyes sought the ground, to con- 
ceal her painful emotions ; ^ but I have no 
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one to advise me, and I only hesitated to 
consider if my secret interviews with a per- 
feet stranger would be a measure likely to 
meet the approbation of the dear and fault- 
less being, who was my instructor and my 
guide from my earliest days, until this hap- 
less period ; and although she, alas ! is now 
fer — ^far distant from me, I should wish still 
to conduct myself ai if her watchful eye 
was yet observing me.** 

" And if it were," said he, with the most 
animated energy, ** nothing could meet it, 
but that which must give maternal trans- 
port to her heart. Beholding such spotless 
purity, could she see any tlnng but glory to 
herself, reflected from the refinement of 
those virtues her precepts strengthened, but 
which had » deeper source even from Na- 
ture's self? Were you now under the pro- 
tection of your family, I would be one of the 
last persons upon earth, believe me, to uige 
you to these clandestine meetings ; nor do 
I take advantage of the unguarded situation 
your ruthless destiny has thrown you into, 
to persuade you to less propriety of conduct, 
than I should wish you to pursue, were you 
still in the bosom of your family : but that 
very hapless situation, which leaves you 
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unprotectedy calls on me to do it ; it impels 
me on to serve you» and makes it absolutely 
necessary that we should sometimes meet; 
and there exists no other method of our 
doii^ so. The ideas that so lately actuated 
your conduct cannot now guide you» since 
now, alas! you must implicitly tread the 
thorny path your pitiless fate has here 
marked out for you. Deprived of that 
society most congenial to the delicacy of 
your mind, you yet acquiesce with pa- 
tient submission to a doom your heart re- 
volts from; then let me, I conjure you, 
not endure the pain and mortification of 
considering myself the most noxious of 
those beings amongst whom your misfor- 
tunes have thrown you, or the hapless one 
whom you most sedulously sh^jn.*" 

" It is true — alas ! too true,** replied Victo- 
ria, in a sweet plaintive tone, of the most 
touching sadnesi^ ^ that I am bereft of all 
society but that of men, and strangers to 
me. In don Manuel's castle it is my inevit- 
able doom, to which I must submit ; and 
though my heart shrinks from it, it does 
not reproach me. But in coming hither to 
meet you, segnor, there is no compulsion ; 
voluntarily I come, the unbiassed agent of 
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my own freewill; and surely great is the 
difibrenoe between the a6ts we vdiuntarily 
oofnmit, and those to which we are com- 
pdied. 

The sweetest smile of animated approba^ 
tion played on the stranger's countenance^ 
and his eyes were illumined with such a 
lively expression of admiration and glad- 
ne^, that Victoria, astonished, embarrassed, 
pleased, and perplexed, turned her face 
aside, to conceal from his attentive observa- 
tion the emotions too visibly delineated 
there ; and after a moment's pause, the stran- 
ge* spoke — " I will advance nothing fur- 
ther, to urge you to a compliance with my 
request. For worlds I would not mislead 
such purity: I will therefore leave it to 
your own feelings to determine, and shall 
attend here at twelve to-morrow, in the 
pleasing but anxious hope of their candidly 
determining in my favour.** 

Victoria paused for a moment, and then 
^d, with all that bewitching artlessness the 
innocent ingenuousness of her mind in- 
spired — ^* Ah, segnor ! you spoke too truly, 
when you said, the ideas which so lately 
actqated my conduct cannot guide me now. 
Repugiyint as my feelings may be to these 
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secret interviews, I yet must not hesitate 
to continue them» since by them only can I 
possibly be infonned of how, and wh^ 
that liberty yoii have so humanely promised 
me is to be effected. Forgive, I entreat 
you, my appearance of ingratitude : of 
your honour and integrity I had no sus^- 
don, believe me ; I only doubted the pro^ 
priety of my thus meeting you : to-morrow 
I will again be here, should nothing intar- 
vene to prevent the performance of my 
promise.** 

The stranger, in evident transport, most 
gracefully expressed his gratitude for the 
confidence with which she honoured him ; 
and respectfully takhig her hand (whidi he 
would have pressed, in token of his thank- 
fulness, had not the recollection of the de- 
licacy of her unprotected situation withheld 
him), he led her through the pannel, first 
ascertaining there being no observer, and, 
with a pensively-anxious look and oooum- 
ful voice, he bade her farewdl ; and whilst 
she was making her way, with trembling 
steps, into the library, his eyes followed her, 
with such an increasing expression of ten- 
der solicitude and sadness, still holding the 
pannel open, that she was compelled^ several 
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timesy to remind him of his imprudence, 
before he seemed to collect suffident power 
to shut her from his sight 

Our heroine, now alone, sank into a seat, 
so agitated by hope and fear — so pleased, so 
sad, so fascinated, so perplexed, that her 
mind was all in tumult with contending sen- 
sations ; and it was some time after her re- 
turn to the library, before she recollected 
that she had not restored the picture. Sen- 
ably shocked at her unpardonable omission, 
she drew the portrait from her pocket, blush- 
ing at her want of memory ; and a deeper 
and a still deeper tint of vermilion over- 
spread her cheeks, as she looked upon this 
proof of her negligence, dwelling on the 
resemblance of every feature, which, but so 
short a period before, she beheld animated 
by the sense and sweetly-interesting ele- 
gance of the original, or saddened by solici- 
tude for her safety. — ** For hers !" — Sooth- 
ing idea, which she fondly cherished ; and 
almost happy, she continued earnestly gaz* 
ing upon the picture, until the recollection 
of the stranger's having, in their first inter- 
view, declared his attachment to another, 
darted, like a hideous phantom, into her ima- 
gination, chilling her heart, and blighting 
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at onoe tine sweet-budding blossoms of new- 
bom hope.— ^ ^Alas !'* said she, so absorbed 
in her painfiil feelings, that she was quite 
unoonsdous of articulating her thoughts — 
"alas! I had forgotten — ^he does love — ^but 
not me !" Large drops stole from her eyes. 
— ** Fie on this weakness T continued die ; 
•* I will not — no, I will not cherish it" 
Hastily she wiped the tears away; and 
meaning to replace the portrait in her poc- 
ket, she turned her head to guide h^ hand, 
and beheld, reflected by the sunbeams, that 
were at that moment shining very strong 
upon the floor, her own shadow, and the 
lengthened one of a man, who seemed 
standing dose behind her. Almost annihi- 
lated by confusion and terrcn*, ^e started up, 
and quickly turned ; but no one could she 
se6-*-the shadow was gone, and with it 
^very trace of any being having been there. 
Trembling with dismay, she flew to a beO, 
and rang a summons for Teresa. She had 
been sitting at much too oonsidenable a dis- 
tance from the pannel, to admit of that bdng 
i>ossibly the method of so speedy a retreat; 
and she was too certain of the appearance of 
the shadow, to doubt, for a moment, dfsome 
one's having been there. She felt no incli- 
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nation to believe it a supernatural semblance; 
and that therefore some mortal man was 
absolutely in possession of the secret of her 
partiality stung her delicacy to the quick ; 
whilst apprehension, lest any evil should be 
the consequence to the stranger, filled her 
mind with inconceivable terror ; and so to- 
tally did shame and alarm subdue her, that 
she was unable to repress her tears when 
Teresa entered. 

** Gracious Heaven ! what can have hap- 
pened to make you weep so piteously, 
dear donna ?'' exclaimed the poor old com- 
passionating woman. " Why, sure, I 
thought your cares and fears all were lulled 
by Francisco, for this blessed day at least !" 
As soon as Victoria's tears would permit 
her to speak, she, without mentioning the 
picture^ informed Teresa of the alarm she 
had just sustained from the strange appear- 
ance of the shadow. Teresa discovered evi- 
dent symptoms of fear, but none of surprise, 
at what she heard ; foe, notwithstanding the 
advantages of a tolmble education, her 
mind was so enervated by age, misfortunes, 
and the horrors she had for many years been 
doomed to witness, that it was now totally 
under the dominion of trembling supersti- 
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lioiit which conjured up a thousand phan- 
toms, as appropriate to that library, where 
she almost believed the ghost of every au- 
thor there, whether damned or otherwise^ 
haunted their own works. 

Teresa took a seat by the desire of Vic- 
toria, who, inspired with courage by die 
presence of a companion, exerted' herself to 
conquer her tears ; and although dee^y 
mortified and alarmed, she at length became 
apparently composed, when she inquired, 
^ if Teresa had lately any account of Diego ?" 

'^ No, donna ; I was going to take some 
nourishment to him, by Pedro's ordarSi 
when you summoned me hither/' 

** But you sent it to him ?'* 

*^ No, donna ; I had no one to s^id it by." 

*' Then fly with it directly to him ; think 
not of me, whilst he requires your care: 
tell him, that the moment segnor Pedro 
removes his interdict to my visit, that I 
will hasten to make my personal inquiries 
for my father's yalued friend ; and, if pos- 
sible, bring fi*om' him to me^ Teresa, the 
consoling intelligence of his amendment.'' 

Teresa immediately departed, and Victo- 
ria felt all her coward sensaticms revive^ 
but which she lost no time in striving to 
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imfadue ; and she was jnst b^inning to look, 
without fear, around her, when she heard 
the approach of Sebastian, and, dreaduig his 
questions, as to how she had passed her mo- 
ments of solitude^ she hastily snatched a 
book from a shelf near her, and affected to 
be deeply engaged in the perusal of it, 
while, in fact, she was attentive only to 
catch an unembarrassed air as he advanced, 
and took a seat beside her.— «^ Well, my 
child," said he, kindly taking her trembling 
hand, '* how have you been since we part- 
ed? I hope you have contrived to find 
aome amusement ?"" 

*" I^I," she hesitatingly replied*-^'' I, 
Begaoft, have been striving to collect my 
distracted ideas sufficiently to allow me to 
read.'' 

^ And I, l^ coming hither unex jiectedly, 
have disooveied a secret." Pitiable was now 
the confosicm and anguish of our heroine ; 
she trembled, she changed colour, and her 
heart seemed ready to bound from its seat. 
Sebastian oantiniied-^'^ Highly as I ha^e 
found your mind cultivated, I was not 
aware ^ your understanding Greek.' • 

Victoria now, for the first time, observed 
the letter <^ the book she was holding, and 
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found the character was indeed Gretk : she 
was embarrassed; but relieved from an wp- 
prehension of the secsret he had diaooreied 
being that her delicacy trembled at his know- 
ing, her mind filled with sudden joy, almost 
too great for conceahnenfc-.^f My know- 
ledge is, indeed, by no mean8^80 protcmni/' 
said she ; <' Teresa has but this tooment left 
me; and, eager to reassume my study, I 
snatched up a wrong book, and hearing you 
approadi, prevented my observing the ri£- 
culous mistaka" 

** What then was .your ^tudy?'* relied 
Sebastian ; '' we can now.pursue it togetlier." 

Victoria avaied her &ce^ to hide a bludi 
that oversiN?ead it ; and, shitnkiBg finom^the 
idea of entering deeper rinto the maaes of 
falsehood, she precipitately arose, and le^ 
quested Sebastian, if not diaaigreeftble to him, 
to accompany her in a diort wulk» as Ae 
thought the air mi^t be of. service in re- 
moving a strange degree of languor vMA 
had been stealing over her for some days 
past, and a severe 4ieadaahe that ishe was 
just beginning to feel. f 

Sebastian instantly arose in oompKanoe, 
when, looking intently at her, he shook his 
head, and moumfiilly said-—*' Ah ! I see you 
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have not passed your time in reading— you 
have been weeping, my sweet child ; and I 
fear you will, by this indulgence of grief, 
have bodily as well as mental illness to con- 
tend with. I would chide, were it possible 
to be angry with you : but come into the 
grounds, and I will only tell you how it 
sieves me to see you thus." 

He drew heat hand, with paternal tender- 
nw, through his arm, and led her to a sha- 
dy walk in the gardesi, where, with his mild 
and instructive conversation, be strengthen- 
ed her fortitude, and beguiled her grie& of 
half thdr poignancy. But much as she 
confided in him, and highly as she venerat- 
ed Ua virtues^ al^ forbore to mention her 
alami firom the shadow, lest his inquiry 
sbMld >lead him to b. substance from whom 
he coiild leAm her humiliating secret, in 
which isbe fervently wished no one farther 
to pattic^te. At length they wa-e sum- 
nJOTed to th6 castle, where, tite-a4ke, they 
dioed, titfl^ded by Juan, who gave them 
a very promising account of Diego. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Soon after dinner, Sebastian was obliged to 
depart, to fulfil an appointment with Fran- 
cisco ; but ere he left our heroine, he made 
her promise, that should her too-evident in- 
diq)osition not decrease before his return, 
she would allow him to summon Pedro to 
prescribe for her ; and Victoria, once more 
left alone, determined to avail herself of this 
opportunity, in a time of promised safety, 
of going to her chamber, to make some ar- 
rangements there for the moment of her 
anxiously-hoped-for escape. Accordingly 
she hastened thither ; and as she g^rtly ap- 
proached Diego's door, she saw it open, and 
Pedro in the room, whom ishe beckoned to 
her, to inquire from him how all his pa- 
tients were going on ? 

Diego, he assured her, was much amend- 
ed, and Alonzo, with his wounded confe- 
derates, in a very promising way. Happy 
at this intelligence, she entered her cfaam- 
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ber, where she selected from her baggage 
every valuable trinket she found there, and 
formed them into two small parcels, to be 
taken in her pockets at the time of her es- 
cape: she then made many arrangements 
in her wardrobe, to (induce to her comfort 
duruig her continuance in the castle, which 
she now fondly hoped would not be very 
1<»^ ; and as this was the first time of her 
ever officiating in this part of the business 
of ^LfiUe^de^hambre^ she was not very ex- 
peditious; and, added to the tardiness of 
inexperience, she had to contend with the 
inactivity her fast-increasing lassitude and 
ind&position naturally inspired ; so that twi- 
light had been for some time coi^e on be- 
foie she had completed her task, and the 
gloominess of the castle made it appear al- 
noost dark when she quitted her chamber to 
return to the comidor. Diego's door was 
<^Med, and, hearing no noise issuing from 
his room, she concluded that he was sleep- 
ing. * 

Gently therefore she descended the stair- 
case, the gloom of which, and the awful 
silence that reigned, increased the irritation 
^ her nerves ; but great and dreadful was 
^ shock they sustained, when, as she was 
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about to step from tibe rtairease into the 
passage leading to the great hall, a stEoi^ 
ray of light suddenly gleamed upon her, 
and the Uack knight she had seen in the 
library crossed her path ; his visor was up» 
and she beheld the cadaverous oountenance 
of death. Victoria stopped, trembled^ and 
held the balustrade, to save herself from faU^ 
ing, while her distended eyes strained wiat- 
fttUy after the spectre. The light, in an in- 
stant, vanished, and all was a black vend. 
She heard a deep groan*— her heart beat 
painfully ; again the light gleamed— again 
the knight flitted across her path, and the 
countenance was changed to the flesUess 
face of a skeleton. Victc»ia now wildly 
shrieked, and darted up the staircase, at Uie 
top of wh&h she fell senseless into the arms 
of Pedro, who had been drawn, by her 
scream, from Diego's dmmber. 

Our totally-insensible h^x>ine was now 
carried, by the humane surgeon, to her own 
room, where, assisted by Teresa, whom he 
summoned, without disturbii^ Diego, who 
was slewing, and whose well-doing Fedio 
knew would be materially impeded by a 
k^wledge of the alarming aituatbn of Vic- 
toria, used every possible method fat her re- 
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covery; and at length her respiration re- 
turned, but not her perception. The terror 
she had just experienced seemed the signal 
for that indisposition which, for some hours, 
had been threatening her to begin its at- 
tack, which it now did with so much vio- 
lence and rapidity, that the course of a few, 
hours more found her in the delirium of a 
very dangerous fever, which for five days 
seemed to deride the skill of segnor Pedro, 
during which period she had no interval of 
reason, and all the horrors she had encoun- 
tered in Spain seemed ever present to her 
diseased imagination, while fancy portrayed 
the shade of both her parents, still hovering 
near, to guard her from every threatened 
evil — ^wfaile the stranger from the church, - 
the old man and his beautiful daughter, she 
thought she constantly saw employed in 
her chamber, sometimes preparing medi- 
cines fcMT her relief, at others, plotting toge- 
ther to give her poison. But whatever her 
iancies might be, the reality was, that she 
was most carefully and tenderly nursed ; 
and to this indefatigable attention — to the 
great abilities and exertions of Pedro, and 
to her own youth and unimpaired constitu- 

VOL, II. I 
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ticm, all aided by pitying Heavet^. wa» she. 
indebted for being snatched! from the grasp; 
of deaths, by whom site, had appeared^ f&r 
ipany. hQurs» tohaire been mari^i for. hisi 
immediate preyw 

On the fifth day of her illness,. Pedro, 
with unfeigped pleasun^, pixHioiinoed her 
out of danger. Her senses soon returned^, 
to animate her torpid frame, andishe beheld; 
no one in her chamber but JRedro^^Sebasitisii^ 
and Teresa; the tkvo latter softting^ one fay 
each side of her bed^ anxioiissly.watehk^ 
her, as ifshe Mneretheir^w^nafl&i^Hng) and; 
the only treasure they hadin lifti 

From the moment her fever waa^aixeatedv' 
in its progress, and its viralenoe conquened,'. 
Victoria visibly amended every hour^ aaa^ 
herreeov^y was as rapid aa her iUtiesa had* 
b^n from its commencement to its height; 
and in a very short interval of time she was 
able to leave her chamber,, though still .weak 
and languid. To Sebasdan and Teresa faer. 
gratitude was unbo^ndedi for theiriparentai: 
and tender care, of her.; aod to Flesdn> sbe 
evinced her ideas of what she. owedi to his 
skill and i attention, by offering Imnias hand; 
some a gratuity as the state of) her^finances 
would admit of, aided by some taakets of 
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considerablia value, all of which he respect- 
fally, but peremptorily, refused to take, ex- 
cept one ring, which he sdid, " he would 
have the honour of wearing, to remind him 
of the highest pleasure he had eVer expe- 
rienced in his profession-^that of having 
been serviceable to her.'* But while her 
gratitude was thus forcibly awakened, she 
had much concern to mingle with' another 
daim upon it, by finding that het indispo- 
sition had greatly increased Diego's, fr6m 
whom a knowledge of it cotild not long be 
concealed, since, from the viciriity of his 
cban^ber, he' soon learned there was some 
untisusd. commotion in hers ; and, to lull 
the dreadflii' apprehensions thkt instiantly 
ptei^n ted' themselves to his alarrrted imagi- 
nation, Pedro informed him of^ her illness, 
suppressing the great nefes of it, and the se- 
riotiS Tears for her life, which he, for many 
hours, entettained. 

In* the first moments of Victoria's return 
tO' reason; she infoitned Sebastian and Pedro 
of tfee'dreddfUl alarm she had sustiained from 
the appedirahce of the black knight ; and 
etiety^ inquiry was immediately made by 
Rtlhci&cb; who possessed the power of un- 

12 
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locking the secrets of all hearts within the 
castle, to find out the cause of such a terri- 
ble alarm, jbut without effect ; and Pedro 
gave it as his opinion, that she was under 
the dominion of her fever when she de- 
scended the stairs, and that her disordered 
imagination had formed the ghastly phan- 
tom. This opinion was also Sebastian's, 
and Victoria wished to persuade herself that 
they were right. 

Amongst the first feelings which agitated 
the mind of our heroine, upon her recovery, 
was fear of the stranger's having effected the 
emancipation of his friends during her ill- 
ness, and. that ^er too-qruel destiny had 
intervened to consign her to perpetual mi- 
sery and captivity. Her failing in her ap- 
pointment, unaccounted for as it was, she 
fancied might, from its appearance of rude- 
ness and ingratitude, have disgusted him, 
and rendered him regardless of her safety : 
yet he seemed too kind and compassionate 
to be easily induced to forsake a cause into 
which his humanity had led him voluntari- 
ly ; and he, who certainly had intelligence 
of many transactions in the castle^ might 
also hear of her severe indisposition, and 
therefore feel no cause for displeasure. 
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though still he might have been obliged to 
depart without hen 

To relieve her mind from the insupport- 
able agony of uncertainty, precipitated her 
into leaving her chamber, . even before she 
found her strength sufficiently recovered 
for the exertion, and Infinitely sooner than 
Pedro wished. But, for .the first time in 
her life, Victoria was inexorable to the ad- 
vice of her friends ; and for this obstinacy 
fate seemed determined to punish her, in 
the paternal tenderness and attention of Se- 
bastian, who prevented all' her Efforts for 
gaining an unobserved entrance into the 
church, by his fear of her meeting with any 
new alarm, to occasion a relapse, inducing 
him never to leave her for a moment, ex- 
cept when he could consign her tp the care 
of Pedro or Teresa, who, on their parts, 
seemed inspired with the same opposition 
to her wishes ; and the disappointment this 
officious kindness infficted, increasing by 
delay the torments of incertitude, almost 
taught the placid, grateful Victoria petu- 
lance and unthankfulness. 

Day after day passed on without her being 
able to effisct a visit to the church, to learn 
if all her hopes were blighted, and her doom 
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piiseiy and bond^e; and iat length, almoirt; 
fretted, by the irritation of ^pepse,into.a 
relapse, ^he pne day at dixiner, di;sopvered 
such symptoms of indisposition, that Sebas- 
tian, in alarm, summoned Pedro, who* ad- 
vised her vetirii^ tp h^r chamber^ to in- 
dulge in a .siesta ; and to procure a tran- 
^lullieing. slumber for her, he prescribed a 
rg^ntle sopQvifia To oblige Sebastian, whose 
wisibes were now laws to our grateful he- 
roine, she complied with Pedro's .prescrip- 
tion, and soon fetll, in despte of the misery 
of her mind, into ta ^rofoupd 3leep, whi<^ 
continued .isev^ral hqujrs. At length she 
awQke, .qonsideraWy refreshed, and .more 
com|K>^d and j;ran<juU t^an §he ^^ fpund 
herself fpr m^ny days, .i^irhep, aocqrdiffg .to 
Fedro'3 orders, Tere^ (who had w^tdied hy 
h^r while jshe slept) left her to ipf<n:m Hm 
Xh^t Viptoria vas awak;e ; but ff^ ^ few mo- 
ments the poor old womian retMrqed v^ 
loot^ aghast*—** Ah;r 4onna ! doipna r qRpd 
she, jjn an agony of 3ympathi;iing distre^ 
'' all the good jsegnor Pedro's stuff has done 
you will soon be destroyed ; fy^^ ^ sure ^ 
we lire both ftUye^ I saw that wretch^ Gar- 
cias, as I .w^3 .Ofo^^g the ha]};> and uo 
soone;r did J see his hateful form than I 



jKOfiTAKCE OF THE PTRENEES. 175 

^hobbkd back as ^fast as I doalS, ^o tell you 
'IX} .keep ^the door &i$tened, while I go to 
segnor iBedm; for I am sure safety ^never 
<d<w)dliS{iinddr tlie samerodf with that mis- 
^taoeant^ G^traias' !" 

•Dreadful indeed <was the 'shook (f his Intel- 

jligeDee.'gdve to Yictoida : she ^now (believed 

ittheiermorher promised safety ^mts escpired, 

imd {the i^hopes UDf her ^escape isSL blighted. 

€n breatIiless>agony 8heent»ated Teresa to 

foam if Garms was xsome >baok alone, and 

ito Mtuaen to )her ^as speedily as possible. Te- 

jcesa, pmmising cto eomptly, idepiairted, iftrhen 

the trembling, terr>ar«»stnick Victoria &st^n- 

«d11ie door, mth eve!ry bdt, bar,andchahi 

poor Diego had affixed to it, and then tlirew 

iierself (opon her bed in a state of 'nnutfer- 

dble loagnisb. For a crnisiderable time she 

leonfimied in a estate of the most woful de^ 

^pondenoe, before religion's powerful sway 

^eonld icalm ker (^ed!ion, afnd restore hope, 

ibitkude, and resi^[iatidn. But that ever- 

ftranquilUflnng influence at length suceeieded, 

and V^iotoria was beginrnii^ to collect the 

£sffoes >of her mind ^and Iber heart, to warm 

in the simsfaine of animating hope and re- 

liimce <upc« the protedtion of Heaven, when 

this new-raised sti^uotupe of firmness was 
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shaken to the foundation^ by a summcHis 
delivered by Juan, fit>m don Manuel^ to 
favour him with her company at supper. 

Words cannot express, nor the mind oon« 
ceive, the horror that now chilled Victoria's 
heart, forbidding it to beat, except with 
agonizing woe, with trembling terror, and 
all the miseries of despair. Obedience to 
the mandate was inevitable, and, with all 
the sad calmness which a certainty of de- 
struction inspired, she was ready to attend 
Teresa^ when sent to conduct her down. 
Invoking the aid of every pitying angel and 
saint, she took Teresa's arm, and descended 
the staircase, with a frame oxivulsed by ap- 
prehension. 

" Ah, my dear donna ! how my heart 
bleeds for you P' said Teresa, as they tre- 
mulously proceeded to the parlour : " I well 
knew how alarmed and distressed you would 
be. Don Manuel has been returned near 
three hours, and I was ordered not to go 
near you until I was sent to conduct you 
down. They have brought some more cap- 
tives with them, it seems, and employment 
for segnor Pedro too ; so he could not oome 
to you, and I could not see segnor Sebas- 
tian, to tell him in what an alarm I lefl you ; 
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for Garaas has ordered him to keep to bis 
own apartments for the present; and he, 
poor gentleman! must obey. My master 
has seen Alonzo, who has made his story 
good, no doubt, since that wicked girl, He- 
ro, is now out of confinement, and has been 
in the comidor this hour past. But, my 
dear sweet young lady, if you tremble so, 
and are so terrified, Pedro will have you 
again for a patient before the night's out ; 
and should you be ill, you will not have 
those to nurse you now who would be ten- 
der and kind to you. But let me entreat 
you not to be so agitated and alarmed ; for, 
sure I am, they never could have the heart 
to injure you : indeed, I have heard some 
of our most sanguinary ruffians say, were 
they ordered to assassinate you, they must 
do it in the dark, and with their ears stop- 
ped; for, were ithey to see your face, or 
hear the sound of your voice, the weapon 
of death would fall from their hands : and 
besides, you know, dear donna, don Manuel 
himself dare not now harm you, as Francis- 
co is» your friend." 

This last sentence penetrated, in a gleam 
of comfort, to the wretched Victoria's bleed- 

i3 



i T8 iBiCt:U4XCE OF THB fYW^Wl^efi. 

mg beftrt^ j wt m tk^ MfiBsked the p»lwr, 
At tkn (J9nr 9f which i^on .Mm»^L mi^ 
mi^b ^parent iim{tftti(^(?« W9» in w^iiog 
*fi x^mve our hmnms to whi»» he grase- 
fuJly and ten4^F ^W bic^ fiompUroart^ 
m^f with m Mir /of respootful g^s&^, u»k 

her pa^iy^ b#n4, wd l^, or wthk* suf- 
portecj het , »we, without support;, ate m^st 
b^^e jfeUen, to 9 seat it tb? u]^r enfl of 
tb6 table, wfeere su^ner wi^ feirved ; and, 
taking bis own place beside jh^, be^nn^^w- 
oed her to those assembled^ aa ^^ the ^sm- 
Dating mistress of his be«rtTr4j)e lovdy 
qne^n of bis cartle, to whom fe? required tbe 
mo§t profound homage to h^ paid by all 
who hoped tp gain or preserve his fevonr.** 
Shocked by sounds so tortgHng to her 
delicaqy, Vi^wia was awakened iwm bi9r 
stup<^ of woe to oonteioopt and indignatioD, 
whjeh she was withheld from mwAksfy^^ 
by prudence^ who loudly caQed to her not 
ta exasperate him ; and while the crioosw 
hue of sbamp and anger tinged ber cbeekSi 
she cast her eyes downwards to eonceal the 
expression that strongly imdiated tbera; 
and she obtained sufficient command over 
her feelbdgs, to aUow her receiving the iVuv 
ther adulations and attentions of don Ma- 
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noel, ti^ithout betxaying the hoitw and mi- 
M17 he <awakexied and inflicted. 

It may be well imagined Vktoria paiv> 
tdok not of the repast Thought was h« 
tiiunqK^ and comforti&ss it was^ until Te- 
vesa^ last words, like a succouring friend^ 
daft^ into her remembrance, vibrating in 
h^ ea|!s, and renovating her almost-annihi- 
fated Courage, by dependence upon Hea* 
T«n, through the medium of Francisco's 
protection ; and at length she became suffi- 
ciently oollected to admit of her observing 
the persons round the table, to learn whom 
ahe had to fear, and from whom she might 
expect the consolation of sympathy. No 
vi»ce as y0t, except don Manuel's, had 
readied her ears ; for^ as his whole attention 
had been devoted to her, the rest of the 
party had preserved an unbroken silence. 

Seated by don Manuel's left hand, she 
beheld Hero pale and dejected. Victoria 
wmild hw0 pitied her, had she not observed, 
that whenever that deluded creature's eyes 
turned upon her, there was a strong expres** 
don of sidlenness and malice in them, which 
made her shudden 

Neijitt to Hero sat a stranger, dressed in 
the habit of a Piddmontese peasant, a most 
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uncommonly handsome man, of about three 
or four-and*twenty, whose air mid deport^ 
ment so ill accorded with his garb, that it 
required no great share of penetration to 
discover his rank in life being far above the 
one he, by his dress, seemed anxious to be 
classed amongst. Victoria was tsurprised, 
and her surprise was increased, by a belief 
that she bad somewhere ^en a &ce like his; 
But her mind was not sufficiently at ease 
t& remember at once, if she really had any 
knowledge of him, whether she had ever 
seen him before, or if it were only a resem* 
blance to any other person that seemed to 
make his features familiar to her ; and she 
was prevented from making any further ob- 
servation, by finding herself most earnestly 
gazed at by the stranger, whose eyes wexe 
so ri vetted upon her face, that she could not 
again even steal a glance at him without his 
observation. 

Next to this stranger, and at the bottom 
of the table, she beheld Garcias seated, the 
sight of whom awakened so many horrors 
in her breast, that she hastily turned her 
eyes from him to his neighbour, who was 
also her own, with anxiety to learn what his 
appearance portended. He was habited like 
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the other stranger, and like him too his air 
proclaimed his garb beneath his rank. His 
face he seemed evidently studious to con- 
ceal from Victoria ; but that solicitude, by 
awakening her wonder and curiosity, de- 
feated its own aim, and in a few moments 
she contrived to see sufficient of his coun- 
tenance to harrow up her soul ; for, in be- 
holding her profligate uncle, conte Y icenza, 
the being of all others from whom her spot- 
less heart most recoiled, she believed herself 
irretrievably lost. Fear now, with its icy 
fingers, grasped her heart, almost preventr 
ing respiration — a deathlike dew overspread 
her forehead — a ghastly paleness stole on 
her countenance-*— objects became indistinct 
— she closed her eyes, and, with a chilling 
universal shiver, sank back in her chair. 

The young stranger, attentive only to 
Victoria, first observed the alarming altera-* 
tion in her lovely countenance, and instantly 
wnounced her indisposition. Don Manuel, 
in excessive consternation, ordered Pedro 
to be summoned, and then, with the rest of 
the party, gathered round her to offer every 
assistance ; %vhile Folydore, in the general 
confusion, took an opportunity to whisper 
to her (for, as he saw her observation of him. 
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he wdl guessed the 4Bmse xii her iiM&spod- 
f ion) ' csitreatles, if she prized her safety^ 
ttnd v«hied her liberty, to be drcumspeet, 
and conceal her knowle^e of him and At^ 
nepbea>. 

The sound of conte di VicenEa's v<Hce 
proved mare efficacious <%an any other re- 
tnedy to our heroine. Terror gave to her 
!iml» the po w^ of supporting her ; and, te- 
gardless <^ fats entreaties — unmkidful of 
every consequence, she started fh>m her seat, 
and wildly darted to the opposite side of 
the room, where, sinking upon her knees 
befome a cliair, and redlining her head upon 
tlie seat of it^ she burst into a passion of i 
tears, which afforded much reli^ to her at ' 
most-bursting heart ; and then, with u^ift 
ed hands, and mising ha* stii^aming eyes to 
heaven, she, in a voice broken by convul- 
sive sobs, implored protection. 

^< Alas! alas!" exclaimed don Manud, 
*' this lovely, amiable creatute's intelleet k 
deranged r* 

^' If so, signor,*' said conte di Vicens^, in 
Italian, with much solemnity, " it is fortu- 
nate, lor the signora at least, my be«ig 
brought hither, as it has been fer years 
my melancholy province to attend to 
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MMTt'r; ( 



the finibrtii'Tiate of my impedes 
distempers of the brain* Few in Italy who 
hn^e not leard of dottore imptzBato Deli- 
rie, and my fBtm0 has travelled even into 
this eountFy; for I was now journeying 
from my own sn^^lla in Piedmont, to 
prove my skill in^^vering, from a long 
deprivation pf reason, the wife of a wealthy 
merchant residing at Tortoaa, to whom I 
was «ent for t o ^ 

** L^ve the merchant and his wife to the 
«we of the diablo r exclaimed don Manuel, 
> impetuously interrupting him, ^ md attend 
to the situation of this most fascinating of 
human beings. If my dreadful apprelvm- 
siotis qne verified, and that you restore her 
to that sense which was so lately the admi- 
mtion and delist of all around her, liberty 
Mid tw^ity thousand pistoles shall be yom* 
Hreward.* 

Conte di Vicenza, bowing profoundly, 
fMfomised to «xert his skill for tiiie restora- 
tion of the poor signora's reason, and then 
advanced to Victoria, whose hand he at- 
tempted to take, but which she, with vehe- 
Hience, snatched away — ** By this violence 
and obstinacy, signpia," said he, significsuit- 
)y, ^' you will deftroy yoursdf, and totally 
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prevent my servii^ you, which I could else 
do most essentially." » 

<< You serve me !" exclaimed she, in a 
tone of the most touching anguish. ^* Oh, 
Father of mercies, protect me! save me 
from his-machinationi^ 

** Signor, alas ! the pRr signora is insane 
— ^past every doubt,*' said Polydore ; " but 
I do not despair of being yet serviceable to 
her, although some of her fantastic phanta- 
sies represent me to her as an enemy." 

Again he attempted to take her hand- 
in a moment Victoria was upon her feet, 
and would have fled to some one present 
for refuge ; but, upon looking around her, 
she saw no one to whom she could apply for 
succour. The forlorn hopelessness of her 
situation struck, with an agonizing thrill, to 
the bottom of her heart ; a groan of anguish 
escaped her, and, sinking into a chair, she co- 
vered her face with her hands, to shot out ^ 
a view of those her soul sickened at behold- 
ing, whilst a torrent of tears again bui|| 
from her eyes. 

*^ These tears," said don Manuel, in a tone 
of much interest-^'^ these tears, I shouki 
hope, signot, are an auspicious symptom." 

'' I doubt not that they are," replied the 
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otmte, '* axid I trusty after an uncontrolled 
flow of them, we may have the satisfaction 
of finding the signora/if not more reason- 
able, at least more tractable." 

" We have in this castle," said Garcias, 
sullenly, ** dungeons^ with every requisite 
for coercion, that you can possibly want for 
taming this refractory maniac." 

At this moment Pedro entered. ^* I sent 
for you," said don Manuel, mournfully to 
him, " to give into your care this lovely be- 
ing, who is dearer — ^far dearer to my heart, 
than language can express ; but, alas !^ I now 
fear that even you can be of little service to 
her, since this gentleman, who professes to 
cure insanity, is of opinion her indisposition 
is seated in the brain." 

Pedro darted a scrutinizing glance, ming- 
led with contempt, at Poly dore, as he has- 
tily approached Victoria, who now raised 
•her beautiful and intelligent eyes with a 
look of piteous supplication, so expressive of 
hm^^ings, that Pedro was affected almost 
ti^ears, and, full of compassion, he took 
her no-longer rebellious hand — " The asser- 
tions of that gentleman, my lord, I take 
upon me flatly to contradict," said Pedro, 
^T a short pause. '' This indisposition is 



"386 watASum qfttbe psnisHfiBS. 

iwAtoi in (die beart^-niuitfin the ^aad ; {Wd 
mgrlov^fy patient ^vviH, ;I faave tno douhb 
*8O0n 'prove her mental health, Jby douigall 
she can to aid my medidiies in conqu«>iiig 
>tbiB agitation. But while I answer for this 
"on ftay patient's part^ I have demands to 
•m^ke "upon yQm!^.'' 

*' No prosing, Pedro/isaid €iarciw,:itSDi« 
If ; ^ you tundovstand me." 

'^ 1 do," Tqplied Pedro, determinatdy, 
''';aBd I>hQpe don Manud understands me. 
I ^hme fbeen in his service .ndw '.some yeais, 
'have ever ^stfidtly done my dnty, ^and -vfll 
)be tra^ intoisilence hj no man. Y^m, my 
4ord, profess to pdsse dits "kdy : if lier tfiite 
s^ly interests you, ^attend to tmeu 39ie 
time is so short since, witli .tiie miSB9ifi$t dif- 
£oulty, i matched her &dm Ae ^ffoap of 
^eadi, «nce, with ibe gKfiatetli<0R:6rt]oii8 of 
4ii8t sldM you so ibighly jcstimate, I kad 
soarodiy pmirer to loing iuat dirongh gob of 
(the mostidangerous £swcs I «!rer^;nrilBie8sefl, 
brought on solely by itke ^tatifoi oij^ier 
ffnind. Nay, frowci not, aegnor OfflfdaF-I 
will iqpeak!4i&^ you teo wieH i»ow, has lost 
'its charms for me; thesnsinre I fear you not. 
:8o short is the apaoe, { say, my lord^ sbioa 
I beheM this young and jpWy idoasan. 
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.tl^^te^ jbyt^t^rips, with rnkMir^he had: not 
}?|fcri^Bg|h i0 eftmbRt, drooping, wd tsll hut 
id«»4> .^h^t; I csn stproely 'jcr»Bdit the evidmee 
rpf piy 'Senses ?it i^eiBing fe^r Jtere, e¥f»n4di- 
pf^iand w^^ly as she !i6. She (wants /the 
tend^rest far?, the genial ^oU tof peaee, to 
save her yet; in .«hort/ ui^Jefls ^mki^\mgis 
^one, an4 that iipmediately, ^to relieve 'this 
agonizing .^tojiipp of ^spirits, if> retetse lier 
from every species pf alarm^ and wstore her 
txivai to at least oop>parative timnquiUity, I 
^Ul i)<^tr-r^i>npjt answer for the icwmse- 

Don Manuel, conte di Vjomw, find ^e 
F^Wg sl^snger, in jviaihle:^QnsJN^R|^0n, de- 
iQ^ded ;«)f fPedro what swfis itPihe^dofie? 

" Donna Victoria must ii^dip^ii^tely lt^ 
tkp t9 her /Own flhajpabier," Eedi^ replied, 
" vh§5e every jij^Qaiil^n jigiwt be ttiikw to 
;pi)ev^^ the pccjm^oe qf ;9ny ^dirciini^stoBee 
^t c^n possibly awaken ^f^^jefcensipn in 
1^ iQH^9 ^d ^nsQolested ^mist she be p^- 
4|||ted )to ponlwue t^p^^ve, iAntil :eU ibese 
tal^rjpg^ingc^mptPiip ^irfipidf. Tfenesft must 
^ >All<^wed to r^tn^in cQMt^i% mj^ jbor, 
^^i «ed ,4ay, ^an^ J too tshftU )te nearnt 
•^nd, to iidipimstjer (if»we«s«|jry) ma»e»e- 
didne tba? wb^ J ;fi^ftU «0i9r jbasteii to give 
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her, as I much fear I shall be obliged to 
pass the greater part of this night in the ad- 
joining chamber with Diego, who haS been 
- for some time confined to his room by a low 
fever, which I thought almost well this 
morning; but this evening he has become 
so suddenly ill again, that "* 

" Diego's chamber adjoining hers !'* sjud 
Garcias, with surprise and surliness. ** How 
dare he remove to the north wing ?" 
' •* He has not removed," returned Pedro ; 
" but donna Victoria, whom my lord order- 
ed him to obey, chose to have a chamber 
proximate to Teresa." 

** Monstrous affectation ! but she shall no 
longer be indulged in such caprice,*' mut- 
tered Garcias. 

*• I am shocked— I am grieved, my life,* 
said don Manuel, addressing Victoria, in a 
voice of insinuating softness, " that you 
should have chosen so wretched an apart- 
ment for yourself. But surely, my love, 
now that I am here to guard — ^to prefect 
you from every ill, you will not think it 
necessary to continue there. . Come, come, 
my Victoria, I must exert my powers in 
striving to persuade you into obliging me 
Return to your own chamber, my life ! do, 
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sweet angel ! Victoria, will you — ^will you 
not oblige me?'* And his obedient eyes- 
were now illumined with the almost-resist- 
less eloquence of tenderness and persua^* 
sion. : 

Victoria, with looks expressive of the ^ 
horror this request inspired her with, grasps 
ed Pedro by the arm, in speechless agony, 
for protection. 

" Not to-night, at least," said the humane 
surgeon, " can a compliance with your re- . 
quest, my lord, be thought of. Nothing, I 
again declare, must be done to agitate my 
poor natient." Then advancing between 
don Manuel and the conte, he spoke, in a 
I low voice, but with much earnestness, to 
' the former. Victoria was now all ear, since 
her fate seemed depending upon the result 
of this conference, and yet she could only 
catch a few unconnected words of Pedro's. 

" So ill as she has lately 1 must have 

my way — Further apprehensions Live 

this night through ^Quiet alone can 

save " 

" On your life, Pedro, is this your real 
<>pinion ?" said don Manuel. 
" On my soul, it is, my lord P 
Don Manuel approached the lovely. 



tnmti&ag^ sufi^ndr. '' Foi^ to-night' then, 
my love^'? sa4d>he, •* I will catisre to urge^my* 
reqttest^ and. will not- op{K>se your> littte 
cagm^ stimt yout (^mber; but &r this' 
indulgence, my lovely, my beloNP^d Vic- 
toria mu9t^ remember- I shall expect some 
o0MBmim%i on her part, at a future period.* 

Victoria would have thanked him for this 
small favour granted to her distress, had not 
the ifH^ssiotiied tenderness of his voice and 
nmntner, by heightening her alarm and a^- 
tAtiion,' kept her still silent^ 

Taresa^ who had been summoned to at- 
tend <<mt'hi^'^e^ to her chamber, ni^jw en- 
tered, whfen the consdoos' pride of superior 
wtorlh inspiriting all her faculties^ Victoria 
azose Withdut aid, took Tete^'sarm^ andi 
witii all^ the dignity hen oWn virtties, and 
the contempt she felt f(^ him who bad 
plunged herintostieh a' gulf of misery, ani- 
mated her' wul^ithi h&vAngt6 dbil Ma- 
nuel andthe youngistrangerj Without deign- 
ing to notice^he rest^ of t*e party, she left 
the room, accompanied to the door of^it' by 
d<»i' MAntiel,' who tenderly bade her acKeu, 
and, in a low cautlems^ whisper; solemnly as^ 
sured her, that nothing should'occur dotting 
thenight td" cause Iter an alarott; or furtter 
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tO'dkturbi tbst. tanipillity he anxioufiljrf^ 
wislied' to behold firmly^ re^estaUtshed. 

NoW) preceded) by Pedro, Victoria; hasr^ 
tenedrto hen chamber, mid not-iuitU sheeiii^ 
ta:ied'it,4iid.8fae perceive Hero was <£, tl^ 
party, before whoa^ as^sbe. had. too mudir. 
reason to know^her infidelity^ she feared^to^ 
express^ ber gratitude to Pedn>, orto im^i 
pior^ his: future protection.; and perplexed 
and alarmed at/ finding this tireMberouawo^ 
man was to be her companion once mone, 
she sank, . pale and: trembling^, into a< seat^ . 
and burst into tears. 

Bedro took ai chair beside her, and, ^ilsi 
he looked^ aaif be wished to: comfort her^. 
he^d^siced: Teresa' to go^. and) order: thither 
every: thing that :coidd. be wanting fiirthear 
fahnpaliBiit?s;acxDmfnodatiDn-^-^' Be speedy/ 
ssddhe/ '' fori cannot leaa^e her tmtilyomrr 
retmn; and Lwishiber soon.totake the me* 
dicifies .1 :haTe yet) to: prepare fiir! her." 

Teresa instantly departed; «id PeA»^ 
wisfa^gi toispeab a.fetwiWQrdsfto Viidtor^ 
that mi^t be inoomprehenaifale to Hero^ sat$> 
for some moments, ruminating upoii'wluit . 
inelJK>d to:purwe>f0r'that puirpose* . The 
Spanish, £*rencb» imd Ita^n laffiguages>were - 
unde^tcod by faer^n^(Ar conUi he^ theiefiwe 
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have any hope ; if Victoria was mistress of 
Latin, it would conceal what he wished to 
say from being, in some degree, intelligible 
to Hero, when, in the midst of this his per- 
plexity, Victoria addressed him in a calm 
but plaintive voice — " You are very com- 
passionate, segnor, and I think you will not 
rrfuse to give me the comfort of knowing, 
if I have a chance — a hope, of being soon 
released by death from misery ?'' 

." That you soon will be released from 
your afflictions, I have little doubt, but not 
by death, I trust." 

" Ah, segnor ! I feel as if I could not 
long sustain such complicated miseries.'' 

" Then you may rest assured, donna, that 
you will not long have them to sustain. 
The ways of Providence are inscrutable; 
but this much has ever met the Christian's 
eye. It aiflicts us for our good, and never 
decrees a burden for us that .we have not 
power to bear." 

** Ah ! segnor Pedro, you. were not formed 
for an inhabitant of this castle. How came 
you here?" 

" I shall answer, by asking you the same 
question. But in being here,* I have been 
fortunate enough sometimes to 'mitigate. 
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ft 

aT)d sometimes to remove, the sufferings of 
my feilow-creatures." 

** Oh, yes, segnor ! my gratitude forcibly 
tells me that, and has engraven on my me- 
mory all that I am indebted to your skill 
and humanity.'* 

*  The little skill which I can boast of I 
have derived from experience. For many 
years I visited various dimes as an army 
surgeon, and from the English of my own 
profession, with whom I ever loved to asso- 
ciate, I learned much,'* 

*• From English surgeons ! Then prob- 
ably you understand their language ?*• Vic- 
toria eagerly exclaimed. 

" I do, perfectly. Do you ?^ 

** I understand it tolerably, but cannot 
speak it fluently." 

" You may then possibly like to hear bow 
an English surgeon would prescribe for a 
patient in your case," said Pedro, signffi- 
cantly ; and immediately he asked, in Eng- 
lish — '< Did her attendant understand that 
language?" 

« Certainly not.*' 

" Beware of her; and in no point what^ 

ever ple^e the smallest confidence i& her, 

• roiu IT. jc .' - . ' 
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&»: jealousy has awakened the most dire^I 
animosity in her mind. Alonzo, to effect 
h|s influence over her^ to gain her aid to his 
prefect, taught her to believe she bad sub- 
dued his heart ; but since the failure of bis 
presumptuous enterprise, he has taken no 
pfiins to delude her further ; and she has 
discovered that he aspired to you, on whom 
the rage of her disappointment now turns ; 
and yengeance broodii^ in her heart, she 
will gladly undertake any part that may 
assist her malice, l^herefore be circum- 
spect before her; afi^t still to fear, al- 
though I am commissioned by Francisca 
(who is deeply interested in yourfiU«)to 
assure you that he will himself secure your 
safety. But, hold ! I must no longer speak 
in a language unknown to tha(; viper : nar- 
rowly sh^ observes us with 9 suspicious 
eye ;" then, with a careless lur, changing his 
language to Spanish, he continued — '^ Thus 
you see, doima, how different from oura 
woaild be their mode of preseripti^. 

Hero, who had sat all this timein gloomy 
irascibility,, with' folded arms^ • and eyes 
beamipf with malice, intently fixed upon 
them, now smiled horribly^ with saieastie 
incredulity. At this mcnnent Teresa le- 
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tunved, attended fay Juan, loffded with fadi. 
lets of wood, and every thmg the provident 
I'eren thought might be wanting through 
1^ night. Pedro now departed to make 
up the medicines for our heroine ; and Te- 
resa, after cartrfully listening the door wheii 
he and Juan retired, busily set about pre- 
paring every thing for her own and fair pa- 
tient's aecomaK>dation, but not without 
many sarcasms levelled at Hero, for neglect 
of duty. But all ber eloquent severity was 
thrown away: unmindful of it, and un« 
moved by it. Hero sat, with a countenance 
of suUen malignity, until Pedro returned 
with medicine, whidh he ^sired our heroine 
to take the moment she was in bed, where 
be wished her to go as soon as possible. 

^ If the medicine contains any tiling sq- 
poriflci" said Victoria, ** I CMnot take it, 
as I would not for worlds deprive myself of 
the power of watdroig.*' 

** Thene is cmly a sufficient quantity of 
opium in it to compose your spirits, but not 
for forcing sleep; brides, Teresi^ whom you 
know to be an aicell^t nurse, will sit^up 
to watcb by you} and I shall be in the 
next dkamber with Dii^B^ WbobtBaHeitd 
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much for the worse within these few hours; 
and, ill as he is, it has been with the utmost 
difficulty I have been able to prevent his 
attempting to rise to perform his domestic 
duties as usual** 

Victoria, well divining the source of Die- 
go's increased indisposition, was sensibly 
grieved, but, fearing Hero, kept a pro- 
found silence upon the subject, and agreed 
to take the medicine recommended. 

" And you. Hero," said Pedro, ** must 
hasten also to bed the^noment I leave the 



room." 



'' I shall go to bed when I plaase, and 
not until then/' replied Hero, insolently. 

** Go instantly to bed," said Pedro : " my 
patient shall not be disturbed by you ; and 
if you go not into the one before you, with- 
out delay, Francisco shdll pay you another 
visit, and order you to one you may not 
perhaps find so comfortable." 

Upon mention of Francisco, Hero became 
pale as death, and, instantly dropping from 
pride's high pinnacle, and completely hum- 
bled, prepared to obey the surgeon's per* 
emptory command; and after giving Tere* 
sa some Airther orders/ and bidding Victo- . 
ria a good repose^ £edro departed, when 
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our heroine retired to bed, and Teresa pla»- 
ced herself in the most advantageous situ*^ 
atjon for watehirtg her interesting charge, 
who would have conversed with her^ Imt 
found herself prevented by overpowering 
drowsiness. She attempted to ask a few 
questions, but became every moment more 
and more inarticulate : she strove to rouse, 
herself, but in vain. Pedro had deceived 
her ; for, thinking rest absolutely necessary 
for her, he had administered a potent sopo- 
rific ; and ere many minutes more elapsed, 
filie fell into a profound and tranquil slum- 
ber, whfeh did not terminate until after nine 
o'clock the succeeding morning* 



CHAPTER X. 



Victoria, upon awaking, found herself 
alone in her chamber. Instantlv she arose, 
^nd speedily performed the task of dressing. 
Her distress had not lost its poignancy ; but, 
from the medicine she had taken procuring 
for her such a long and tranquil rest, her 
spirits were more composed than on the pre- 
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^cecling night But long they were nat al- 
lowed to continue so ; for, scarcely had she 
completed her morning duties to her Crea^ 
tor, when Hero, with much malicious exul* 
tation portrayed in ev^ery Mne of her coii&- 
tenance, enta-ed the room.—" I am com^" 
said she, curtseying with mock reverence— 
** I am come with don Manuel de Bascara's 
most profound respects to the lady Victoria 
di Modena, the honour of whose presa[)ee 
below he humbly entreats; that, whilst 
segnor Garcias and the other cavaliers are 
at breakfast, he may have the transport erf" 
feasting his delighted eyes upon the tran- 
scendent beauties of the adored mistress of 
his soul." 

The wounded delicacy and pride of Vic- 
toria's pure «tnd noble soul, felt too indig- 
nant for articulation, and yet too powerful 
for concealment, emanated like angry light- 
ning from her beautifuUy-expressive eyes. 
For a moment Hero shrank into her own 
natural insignificance, and, with sooiething 
approaching to respect; "she spoke again*-^ 
" Will not lady Victorm comply with dim 
Manuel's request ?" 

" Not any request sent firom him to me 
by her," calmly, but determinateiy^ Victoria 



ROHAKCE of the Py»£K££A. 190 

repl^u, ** who, fiwrgetful of every ifeeltng 
of ddicacy, respect, and humanity, eXHlfe- 
ingly and wantonly insults the wretched 
and forlorn," 

" Not so very forlorn," said Hero, with it 
horrid smile of malignant triumph. ** Laely 
Victoria has friends and champions enough 
in the dungeons of this castle j and if her 
ladyship will not comply with any request 
sent by me, don Manuel, to evince his re- 
spect, and please her delicacy, must himself 
come hither to make his wishes known." 

" Oh, Hero !" exdaim^d Vietoria, in tre- 
mulous tones of the most touching distress 
and supplication, ** if one feeling fet rew 
mains of that humanity which once actuated 
your mind, threaten me not with such hori- 
rors ; and do not you accumulate my mise- 
ry, because fate has thrown me into your 
power: compassionate my sufierings, re- 
spect my distress, forget fipt the best bma- 
xnents of the female mind, and I will attend 
to your request, and acoomFpai>y you where^ 
soever don Manuel commands me to go." 
She moved towards the door, when sudden-/ 
]y recollecting Pedro's suspicions of Hero, 
she st(^ped— «he hesitated ; at length she 
continued — ** Might I not be permitted to 
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see Pedro or Teresa before I leave tny Aban^ 
ber ? I feel as if I much required me as- 
nstanoe. of segnor Pedro to compose my 
spirits, before I attempt to encounter the 
horrors of the day. Can I, think you, be 
allowed this small favour ?" 

" Certainly,'* replied Hero, with a malign 
sneer — " most certainly : lady Victoria will 
be allowed to see them, though not exactly 
where she wishes. But she who is all bu« 
inanity and gratitude to her friends, will 
think it not too great a condescension to 
ymt them in a dungeon.'' 

Victoria's heart bounded painfully with 
the feH Bhock of horrid sui^rise and antid* 
pating apprehension. — " In a dungeon P 
she exclaimed, almost convulsed with grief 
and terror. ** Explain — ^tell me : it is Pe- 
dro or Teresa I wish to see ; where — wher^ 
are they ?" 

''In the dungeons, with the rest of lady 
Victoria's wise champions, where^ as segnor 
Garcias has just said, she may find them fast 
bound in the chains of her friendship, mid 
where segnor Pedro may find some of Im 
JSngUsh irtfiirmation necessary for compos^ 
ing the spirits of himself and fellow-prison- 
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trs, to enable them to go through the hor- 
-rors of this day,** 

This was a heavy blow, benumbing to all 
Victoria's faculties ; her feet alone seemed 
^nal to their function. Unknowing what 
lihe did, and yet seeming to wish for an es» 
eape from the unfeeling Hero, she fled out 
of her chamber, and involuntarily stopped 
at Diego's, as if to seek refuge there. The 
door of it was open: eagerly she cast her 
eyes arbund the chamber in pursuit of sue* 
eour, when the bed^first awakened and ri-^ 
vetted her most animated attention : it was 
not only untenanted, but all the bedding 
^one, and the room tptally deserted. She 
uttered a piercing shriek, and wildly articu- 
lated — ^"^ Diego! Where-— where is Diego?'^ 

^ In another .world/' unfeelingly leplied' 
Hero, who had closely followed her; 

** Dead I Diego dead !" Victoria scream^ 
ed, in agonizing grief and terror, 

^^ But why does the devout,, the pious- 
lady Victoria, express so much surprise and- 
constemation at the decrees of HeaVen ? 
Sooner or later we all must die, as the sane* 
tified Alberti has often preached to her la*- 
dydiip." 

X 9^ 
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Victoria's portion of amery seined nomr 
completed, and she leaned iigauist if he door*- l| 
case of Diego's vacant ^ambei;, in silent, 
motionless despair. 

** Come, come, don Manuel will become 
impatient at beii^ so long deprived of a sight 
of his charmer," said Hero, taking Victoria's 
hand,, which she no sooner touched, than 
that lovely, persecuted being, shrinking 
from her grasp, as she woi^d from.contami* 
nation's contact, hastily snatched heir hand 
away, and« springing into action, precipi** 
tately and wildly darted down the staircase; 
and^ to the astonishment of don Msoiuel asid 
his companions, glided through the parlour | 
into the library, and stationed herself at the 
door of Sebastian's apartments, wheie she 
vehemently knocked, «nd, in the sharp 
tones of reascm chasing despair, farvaitly 
invoked " her venerable friend's protection,'* 
Don Manuel, conoerned and ama^ed^ fol* 
lowed her ; and as he drew nearer to her, 
she, trembling with dismay> oblige almost 
convulsed, to the doorcase. 

*' What ! — what means this dtstressiiig 
agitation^ loveliest of beings ?" saidhe^inia 
soft insinuating voice ; and he would have 
t^en her hand» had jnot she^ with all the 
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cunning of approaching insanity, eluded his 
grasp, and fled from him into the faall^ 
where the ruthless Gardas soon overtook 
and caught the tremhUng fugitive. — ** So,*' 
oied the wretch, sternly, as he seized her 
in his arms, ** 3rDu thought to 'be refractory, 
did you ? But we have ways and means 
to exact obediaice, and you shall learn to 
tremble at coercion, at the strait^waistcoat, 
and othpr devices to bend your stubborn 
q>irit'' 

The shock which the .voice and grasp of 
Gardas inflicted, at once recalled Victoria's 
wandering reason, and tears of anguish burst 
from her eyes, and convulsive 6obs almost 
rent her agitated breast. In vain she strug^ 
gled to get free, and suppliatted^ for pity^ 
InexomUy he bope her to the door of Gon« 
zaivo's apartment, where he rang the dis- 
mally-sounding bell; and our hapless he-^ 
romefatt something approaching toa gleam 
of com[fort; in the idea of being ne» Hip- 
polyto and her other friends, althbugh in a^ 
dmigeon. Gonzalvo appeared. 

** Lead to that cell,'* said the Savage Gar* 
das, ** where we tortured bur last refractory 
maniac to death.*^ 

Gonsfldvo preceded them to the dungednS f 
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and opening one of the first they came to^ 
Garcias bore his wretched victim into it,^ 
and placed her upon a truss of straw in one 
comer of the dreary cell. 

Victoria had now no comfort left but in 
her reliance upon Heaven : slie raised her 
hands and ^es, and devoutly, though si- 
lently, implored protection and fortitude 
from above. For a few moments Garcias 
observed her with ludicrous solemnity, and 
then, with a sneering laugh, entreated her 
not to keep so churlishly to herself all the 
good things she was saying^-** Pray aloud 
for my edification," cried the profligate/ 
" and I will say Amen -most jnously : go 
on — go on, I beg you ; for see the utility 
of praying : your prison-doors are opening 
most providentially, and a pretty little che-» 
rub coming in haste to fly away with you 
firom the wicked." 

"Miscreant!" exclaimed Victoria, start- 
ing from her bed of straw, her indignation 
at the profane insult ofiered to her Creatwr 
by this impious ribaldry giving renovated 
^jf^rength to her bodily as well as inteUectual 
powers — " wretch ! leave me — instantly 
leave me, nor longer shock 'my ears by your: 
d^ing bbsphemyr Shimld it be tiie will 
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6f Hefliven, iny prison-doors will be opened, 
in despite of you and yoiir iniquitous asso- 
ciates. You have no dominion over me, 
but what is lent you by Providence for 
some wise purpose ; and although the eyes 
of our Creator may have been long averted 
in horror from this castle, because you in- 
habit it, they will now turn, depend upon it, 
in pitying kindness at the supplicating voice 
of |>er8ecuted innocence." 

^* Te, ti, te, to ! — te, ti, te, tum ! — a most 
alluringly-lovely preacher, por vida de Sart^ 
Jagol so alluring, that„by Heaven, I must 
kiss away.those seductive little Cupids that 
wanton in the ruby portals whence these 
divine tenets issue, ere one word of convic- 
tion can find its way into my apostate ears.*^ 

Indignant purity darted its fire upon the 
libertine through the eyes of Victoria. Hisr; 
insolent threat was repelled by a single 
glance; he daved not to advance; but, with, 
an affected laugh, to hide his mortification,, 
he said, with a «cialicious sneer, that as they^ 
•wei^ not Hkdy to convert each other, he- 
would retire^ and sefid the renowned dottore 
Impazsiito Delirio to try his skill ; aiid then>. 
with a diabolieal look of triumph at the mi- 
sery ond tartar he had awakened^ the bar* 
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harian departed ; and he&fte Victoria had 
time to reoov^, in any degree, from the 
horror his depravity and insolence had in* 
spired, she heard the bars of her prison un- 
draw, and conte di Vicenza entered alone. 

*• WeU, my lord !" exclaimed she, with 
that determined composure, not the calm of 
apathy, but the firmness c^ a soul rising 
superior to the miseries which encompassed 
her — " Well, my lord ! am I honoured with 
this visit for the purpose <^ your adding 
new insults to those I have already received 
from you ? or do you only come to view the 
splendour and convenience of that apart- 
ment, your kindness, in expelling me from 
the protection of my aunt, has forced me 
into?'' 

** Cruel and ungratefiil Victoria !" replied 
the conte, apparently much surprised and 
disconcerted at the iirm intrepidity of this 
address, *' is this my reception, after all the 
gangers and difficulties I have enoountei^, 
and am involved in, for your preservation? 
Unwearied were the pains, and innumerable 
were the toils, whic^ I endured in tradng 
you hither. With a hope of refeasing you 
from your horrid captivity, I, with a chosen 
few, ad<^ted the dariog md ^zardous tt- 
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.tempt of entering the forest, which proved 
so fatal to you ; and we have ventured out 
lives, our liberties, our happiness, and vdun- 
tarily surrendered ourselves to the demons 
of iniquity, to be brought in chains to this 
their infernal dwelling, for the sole purpose 
of liberating my Victoria^ or to p^sh in the. 
glorious attempt T 

" I have had such proofs,** returned our 
heroine, with undaunted firmness, *^ of cont6 
Vicenza^s intentions relative to the promo^ 
tion and preservation of my happiness, that 
full well I know how to estimate those pe- 
rilous ai^hievements, wilfully encountered 
for my advantage. But, my lord, if you 
iiave sufficient regard for me thus to hazard 
so much for my preservation, why did you 
seek my destruction, by attempting to blast 
that purity, which could alone constitute 
my tranquillity here, and happiness herew 
uRer? Oh, conte Vicenza! when you ba- 
nisbed me fmm my annt-my gaardian- 
my nsitural protectors, you should have 
aenEteiUDed me to some Lethean dime, to 
kom forgetfulness d^what is past, before' 
you ecnild hope to obtain my favourable 
Gpinioii. Youth is, I know, the season f<ar 
f^edulity ; bat sad experienee lias ^yenms^ 
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knowledge, which my years denied me; 
Once I believed you so very amiable, that I 
loved you as my parent, and hard, I thought,, 
would have been the task of making me 
alter my ideas of you ; but when the black 
page of deliberate villainy was opened by 
yourself to my astonished view — when I 
there saw the destruction of the innocent, 
unsuspecting orphan whom your own roof 
sheltered^ — the niece of your wife, committed 
to your care by a man whom you had ever- 
called your friend — ^{dainly and mcmlessly 
marked out in unequivocal characters by 
you, I was painfully convinced that the 
tablet of your heart contained not one spot- 
less 'page, whereon virtue or honour could 
trace an impression* The bond of confi- 
' dence was by yourself destroyed,, and other 
proofs, than your own assertions (and incon^ 
testable ones they must be), of your peni-- 
tence, must I have, befoi^e lean behold you: 
without contempt and horroR" 

Conte Vicenza, trembling and pale with: 
rage and shame, vehemently articulated-^ 
*^ Unthankful, infatuated girl!: drive me. 
nqt oa to^your destruction.. Esther I came; 
to save — to deliver you ; but you diadaini 
my kindness — are ungrateful for the periU^ 
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I have run. Insult — soom — deride me ; 
but reflect — reflect brfore it is too late — • 
provoke not your own eternal misery and 
ruin. You know not what I have in my 
power !'  

" You have me, alas !" replied Victoria, 
** and too well have you taught me to fear 
you ; but although fully aware of the help- 
lessness of my forlorn situation, my heart 
will not submit to the debasement of veil- 
ing, in dissembled courtesy, the indignation 
my insulted purity has awakened. And 
do you, conte' Vlcenza, in your turn, re- 
flect, that not a sparrow falls unnumbered 
by Him who formed it; and shall the de- 
struction of an unoffending human being be 
passed unheeded by ? No, no, believe me ! 
Then deliberate — reflect before you draw di- 
vine vengeance upon you ! for, rest well as; 
siired, the destroyer of innocence and help- 
lessness will some time meet the dreadful 
day of retribution !" 

There was something so awfully impres- 
sive in the solemn but fascinating melody 
of Victoria's accents, in her interesting 
youthful iimc^^nce and beaiity, while some- 
thiqg like celestial fire animated her couur 
J;enanoe» and iUuiniiied^, with rays scarcely 
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mortal, ha- ^ver^xpressive eyes, that Poly- 
dore felt, for a moiDent, tlie power of virtue, 
when he saw her, ^' in her own shape how 
lovely !" but the influence proved only mo- 
mentary — " Well then," said^ he, sullenly, 
** you despise my protection and succour, 
Victoria? You blindly urge your fate, 
and wilfully impel me on to abandon jou 
to the mercy of the infernal wretches, into 
whose hands your ruthless destiny has 
thrown you — miscreants who subsist on 
plunder, whose sanguinary souls delight m 
murder, and every crime disgraceful to hu* 
manity." 

** Well, my lord, 1 have no cause to fear 
death, although I have to place my confi- 
dence in conte di Vicenza.** 

" No, no, Victoria, do not believe death 
is the fate that here awaits yon-^no, no, no! 
a nobler doom will be yours ! Don Manud 
— tl>e just, the good, humane don Manuel, 
captivated by your heavenly beauty, means 
to make you his, on terms which may not 
prove quite so congenial to your fastidious 
feelings." 

Victoria, shrinking with hoirw, and the 
rankling pain of wounded delicaey, found it 
difficult still to preserve her firmness ; bu^ 
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after a pause, Ae calmly answered — ** Sudi, 
too, was the design of the just, the good> 
humane conte di Vicenza; and as he has 
preceded don M anud in meditating my de- 
struction, so does he precede him in my ab- 
horrence ; and know, my lord, let my fete in 
don Manuel's castle be as dreadful as vice 
can plan, and cruelty^ perform, I prefer it-^ 
infinitely prefer it, to the dangers of your 
protection." 

^* Fiends and furies !" exclaimed the conte, 
in a paroxysm of rage and disappointment, 
*• so then— so then, infatuated girl, it is your 
own choice to become the mistress of the 
. miscreant Man uel P 

" Choice, conte Vicenza,** she indignant- 
ly replied, " has been by you long banished 
from my society, and the unoffending 
-daughter of the benefector of your youth 
is, by your means, become a poor pliant ma- 
-chine, only to be actuated by the caprice of 
others." 

" Will you hear what I have to say, or 
not?'* cried the conte, vehementiy grasping 
her struggling hand. 

*^ Even in that, you see, my lord, dioice 
is denied to me. If hereyou speak, I must 
hear you ; I have no place of retreat Thia 
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dungeon is not very spacious, and I am 4i 
prisoner in it?' 

And now our persecuted heroine could 
scarcely command her feelings sufficiently 
to listen ; while conte Vicenza again pro- 
faned her ears, by a repetition of his debas- 
ing passion for her, glossed over with all the 
insidious sophistry his artful soul suggested 
— -" In a fatal moment," said he, ** my ar- 
dent but ill-fated passion lulled propriety, 
and vanquished my struggling honour, and 
I had the unjustifiable temerity to shock 
your spotless purity, by an avowal that has 
ever since overwhelmed me with shame and 
remorse. In the moment of resentment, 
you complained to the duchessa, who, al- 
though she beheld me the most contrite of 
penitents, affected still an alarm for your 
safety, and confined you to your own apart- 
ments. She was alarmed, but not by me, 
nor for your peace, Victoria ; it was for her- 
self she trembled. 

^ Be not too much shocked, my amiable, 
my spotless Victoria, at the depravity I am 
compelled, alas ! to disclose of her you have 
been taught to estimate and reverence. 
Grieved am I to say, the duchessa is not 
that unexceptionable being she has appear- 
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Cad to your unsuspecting innocence, and her 
licentiousness has weaned my once-ardent 
affection from her. Long did I behold 
even her faults through the veil of partiality ; 
but at length your bright excellence ap* 
peared in contrast, and dissolved the charm. 
Partiality no longer deluded roy senses — 
the mask dropped, I clearly saw, and des*' 
pised. 

** The comte de Montfort has been long 
the darling object of this abandoned wo* 
man's affections ; but he was deaf to the sy* 
ren, while your superior attractions were in 
view; you were therefore confined — ^the 
pretence, my conduct ; but the comte was 
importunate in his solicitations for being 
allowed to see you, and, irritated by her in- 
flexibility^ he threatened to carry you off 
by stratagem. The jealousy that this threat 
awakened (Caused her sudden resolution of 
sending you into Spain — a project which she 
too fatally executed, unknown to me. But 
how can I portray my frenzy and despair, 
when the cruel step she had taken was re^ 
vealed to me ? Almost frantic, I flew in 
pursuit of you ; but vain my eager research*^ 
eg, vmtil the only survivor c^ those who at- 
tended y<m in your fatal journey appeared 



^ 



S14 BOMANCE OF THE PYEENfiES. 



before me, and related your calamitous fiite. 
Wild with my dreadful apprehensions, I 
boldty formed a prq^t for your rescue. I 
selected a chosen few to accompany me; 
and whilst I was engaged in preparations 
for nty glorious enterprise, the weak De 
Montfort was caught in the duchessa's toils, 
and such proof was given to me of the cul- 
pability of her conduct, as to inspire a dear, 
a rapturous idea that I bare fondly che- 
rished. 

'' The duchessa's cruelty to you added 
hatred to my former disgust, and I rejmoed 
at her infamy, in the flattering h0pe of ho- 
nourably obtaining my adored Victoria. 
Immediately, Uierefore, I had this contract 
drawn out," and here the conte produced a 
parchment, ** which if you will now sign, 
promising to become my wife as soon as 
the tardy law will allow it, I will take ycm 
fvom this place of horrors, and convey you^ 
without deli^, to the convent where your 
Ursuline resides. I then will open the pro* 
cess for obtaining a divoioe from thedadies- 
sa, and the moment thai is gained, our 
union, my Victorxa, d»aU take place.** 

Victoria was ii^zpreasiUy agitated while 
P43lydaiewa8 qpealdng; and atUmi^k she 
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felt additional horror and contempt for the 
depraved and ungrateful wretch^ who could 
rejoice at the infamy o£ a wife who iiad 
raised him from indigence to affluence, she 
forbore to express her feelings, and only 
said, while she viewed him with the steady 
eye of observation—-** By what miracle, 
^nte Vieenza, did that attendant, who 
aliHie escaped the massacre, since he did not 
accompany me hither, find out the means, 
of directing you to the place of my captivity, 
so impenetrable as. it has for ages beai to 
all intruders ?" 

The conte hung his head, visibly discon* 
certed, and remained silent 

** Ah, conte !" said Victoria, ** you should 
have displayed a little more ingenuity in 
the formation of a tale, intended for the 
ear of those not quiet devoid of common 
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** My story," replied Polydore, " is as 
perfect as truth can make it ; and I only 
heattated, because I was grieved at your 
suspicions of my probity oompelling me to 
hteak a solemn promise ; but I must sacri* 
fice all my scruples to obtain credit with 
yoo^ incredulous as you are to every appear^ 
anee of Tirtue in me. The surviving do- 
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mestic could only guide me to the forest, 
from whence he saw you and your female at- 
tendants borne away. In the forest I oould 
gain no intelligence ; I therefore made every 
possible inquiry in the neighbourhood, and 
at Bascara, Providence threw in my way a 
dmifected follower of this miscreant Ma- 
nuel, who, for a considerable bribe, and 
upon a solemn oath of secrecy, led me to 
the place of my Victoria's confineoient, 
planned the scheme for my captivity, and 
also for your deliverance." 

Although Victoria saw much improbabi- 
lity and inconsistency in the conte's narra- 
tive, she was not in sufficient health of mind 
to enter into any disquisition with him, 
and, contented in her incredulity, she made 
no reply. Polydore, construing her silence 
as propitious to his wishes, now artfully en- 
treated her, with ei'ery specious argument 
his subtile imagination coiUd supply him 
with, to sign the contract. He soothed-*— 
he flattered — implored — threatened, but in 
vain. Victoria's inflexibility seemed, if pos- 
sible, each moment to increase, and, in all the 
rage of mortification and disappointment, 
he qqitted the dungeon, telling Victoria he 
would give her twenty-four hours to consi*^ 
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der well ere she sealed her own perdition : 
at the expiration of that ititerval, he would 
return to know her final determination, 
when, should it prove inauspicious to hi^ 
wishes, he would then undeceive don Ma- 
nuel relative to her insanity, which he had 
alleged to gain uninterrupted access to her, 
and then, abandoned to the power of merci- 
less villainy, she would, too late, repeat her 
ingratitude to him. 

When conte Vicenssa departed, Gonssalvo 
secured the door, and Victoria was umnter* 

m 

ruptedly left to indulge feelings so miser- 
able, that it was some time before such a 
trifle as a small crumpled bit of paper upon 
the gpound arrested her attention* Itsiying 
-dose to the spot where the conte had stood, 
when he dcew the contract from his podcet, 
giving it consequence in her estimation, 
•slie hazily snatched it up, when she found 
it to be part of a torn letter, written m a 
hand totn^ unknown to her; and her owfi 
name meeting her eyes, die eagerly ap- 
'proacfced never to the dim light, and, witii 
kiereasing hmvckr, read^— 
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<' Scheme portends ; t o9lt 
^ Lady Victoria is. la captir ' 

No pity for the horrors she 
by terror, such as our 
inevitably fall into the snare, 
chessa^s wealth goes from you 
Yotir prodigality and loje of dissipa 
Your Tictim has some property ; as 
the brother, as yon say, cao easily be assassi 
manage with secrecy, and say he fell in batt 
the surrounding perils of a soldier's life can cover 
comein by law for the immense possessions of conte Artos 
can send three, who may be depended on as good 
not flinch at the sight of blood they spill 
remit more money without delay.** 

The blood dhiiled in Victorians veins, and 
every nerve was oNivulsed with horror. 
Tortures should not now foree her to be- 
come the wife of conte di Vicensei, and, 
consequently, she should be doomed to, suf- 
fer, in her dreadful captivity^ idl the cruelties 
Vhich merciless villainy might inflict. The 
prospect was fdnlost too shoddi^ for human 
.fortitude to look upon^ 'anid ' shrinking at 
.tnkieiiea so* unmeritedi the question of-— 
'* Why should a life so < I hope) guiltless as 
mine has been, call for such signal instances 
of divine displeasure as threaten me ?•* now 
suddenly thrilled thctugh her mui4i'«nd 
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tibe answer, so replete with conviction of 
Heaven's beneficence, gleamed witli such 
comfort to her heart, that she fondly f he* 
rished the hope of succour it inspired, and, 
in contemplating the mercy of Providence, 
she insensibly sank upon her knees, to im- 
plore its protection ; she soon found the 
efficacious balm, distilled from the influence 
of piety, pouring its aromatics into her 
lacerated mind. But from this consoling 
intercourse, was' she, at length, disturbed 
by a sudden noise of chains, violently 
clanking at some distance from her cell, 
which was immediately succeeded by a 
dreadful confusion of voices, and clashing 
of swords, which soon ceased, and left no 
sound upon the appalled ear, but that of 
doleful criesand groans of anguish, torturing 
to humanity. These too, by degrees, died 
away, and all was again silent as the grave^ 
Our heroine, conceiving the massacre of 
her friends had taken place, was soon re- 
lieved from the most acute agony her mind 
had ever experienced, by a total suspension 
of every iaculty. Alike insensible (^ exist- 
ence, or the woe her heart was full of, she 
continoed for a Iragth of time^ until awak- 
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ened from her deathlike stupor, by a roug^ 
shake from Gardas, who had entered un- 
healed by her, acccmipanied by Juan, F<Mr 
a moment or two dbe could form no idea of 
whom be could be, or of her own situatkxi. 
At length rec<dlection returned with all it« 
faorroffs, and bdieving Garcias was come te 
terminate her existence, she quickly ex* 
claimed — " I am ready !" 

" I dare say you are," replied Garciaa, de- 
ridingly ; '^ as you have not broken your 
fast tonday, you must be ready for your 
j^upper, which Juan has brought you« and I 
am come to have the happiness q£ doing the 
honours of the table.** 

Juan hastily laid a doth, and spread some 
feod upon the table. Garcias desired Vic- 
toria to eat, but her heart was so full of sor- 
row, that her appetite was gone, and she 
.could not comply. Garcias now sternly oom«- 
luanded her, and she strove to dbey, giving 
htm looks of Siupplication for miercy» so in^ 
catlve of misery, that no heart hat hli own, 
OBiuld Imve widistood them. 

<< Sununon Lopes !** the ravage at length 
man^ oiU. Juan obeyed; and a maaof a 
.surly appearance and MB&fymg aaprak in* 
mediately entered, ibewing in his hand mi 
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indtniment of an extraordinary ^ape, which 
our poOT trembling heroine conjectured was 
for torture. 

** Oh?* she exclaimed, in the sweetest 
tones of plaintive entreaty, ** oh, for mercy, 
kill me at once, and do not torture me !" 

Gardas for some moments beheld, with 
tiie most savage delight and exultation, the 
terror he inspired her with, and then re-^ 
pKed— ** Kill you ! no, no, you are doomed 
to amuse us a little longer ; and instead of 
killing you, I am humanely intent upon 
preiserving your life, by making you take 
nourishment; and that instrument, which 
so alarms you, is nothing more than what 
we lise to compel refractory maniacs to take 
their food with ; it will put you to no great 
torture — ^it will only break away those beau- 
teous rows of pearl which now adorn those 
cohbI lips. Approach, Lopez, and perform 
your diity !** 

, As Lopez advanced, Victoria, shrieking, 
pushed the instrument' from her — " I will 
eatr cried she, in tones of terror and an- 
guish ; •* indeed I will, if you take that hor.- 
rid implement away T 

Gardas ordered Lopez to retire ; and now 
we find U; totally impossible for our feeble 
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pen to give an adequate idea of Victorians 
suiFerings, while sbe was barbarously com- 
pelled to swallow food her appetite recoiled 
from, and her senses sickened at, .while her 
busy fancy presented her with the horrid 
image of poison in every mouthful. Tears 
gushed in torrents from her eyes, and a 
death-cold dew overspread her forehead,* as 
she thus gratified the savage cruelty of the 
arch fiend Garcias, who then poured out a 
glass of wine for her, which she eagerly 
drank, to prevent herself fi-om fainting. He 
then filled her another, which she took with- 
out opposition ; but upon his handing her a 
third, she earnestly entreated him to excuse 
her compliance ; but the monster was inex- 
orable, and she was compelled to obey, and 
the moment she did so, Juan cleared the 
table, and with Garcias departed, leaving Vic- 
toria to those miseries they had increased. 

Our persecuted heroine, conceiving that 
poison had been mixed with the food she 
had been conripellM to take, hastened to 
perform those duties her pious he«rt sug- 
gested, and then threw herself upon her 
wretched pallet, in dreadful expeetalion of 
the tortures the poison might inflict. 

Silent as death was all around hen The 



BOMAKCE OF THE PYBEKBUS* tSCi 

lamp bomt jdiiniy) s6bA witb notbing to db» , 
turb her but ber thoughts, she, whetber 
ftom fatigue of mind, or from the unusual 
quantity of wine she bad been forced to. 
drink proving a soporific to her, soon fell 
into it profound slumber, which lasted se- 
veral hours ; but at length she started from 
it in a state of pitiable alarm, her whole 
frame shaking with excessive tremor, a 
cold dew overspreading her forehead, and 
that kind of awful horror hanging about her, 
which often pervades the human faculties 
on awaking from a frightful dream ; while 
she felt scarcely aware of any cause for her 
present sensations but her having fancied, as 
her slumber broke, that she heard a doleful 
<ay of ** Murder !" near her. 

Time was scarcely allowed her to collect 
her almost-torpid senses, when she distinctly 
heard, pronounced in a hoarse and hollow 
voice, issuing from the most distant part of 
the dungeon^— '^ Prepare for death !" This 
was a terrible blow to Victoria's courage, 
and supierstition exerted its tretnbling influ- 
jence in full dominion over her. She b^ 
lieved it to be a- supernatural warning, and 
although expecting death, a herald pro* 
idaiming it in such an extradi^dinary way. 
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wwaore than the mMtel strei^bh of cygb* 
tetli could sustain. 

Appalled with awful terror, and cmiceiv^ 
ing hers^f called upon to pay her ddbt .to 
nature, she aitned at raising herself upon bar 
kneesy to breathe her last wonis in piay^; 
and while striving so to do, a^ tioise assailed 
her ears, like light footsteps in the dimgecHi. 
Wistfully she looked aronnd her, yet no^ 
thing could she distinguish of what she 
sought The lamp, afanostexpended^ threw 
its feeble and expiring rays fK>t two inches 
from the spot on whioh it stood, ^le Ikrt^ 
ened in breathless agony ; but all was agun 
silent Panting with apprebaision, she 
strove to recall her fleeting courage, and 
made another effort to kneel, when, at the 
moment she effected her purpose, a figure 
glided majestically by her; but of what 
form, the want of sufficient light, and the 
excess of her fears, allowed her not to ascer- 
tain ; and as it passed, she ^inly saw it 
wave soolething mournfully,And in that in?* 
i^tant the dying lamp suddenly exfnfed, aM 
all was total darkness^ Victoria clasped her 
hands, and prayed with f€i*voun. The mys- 
terious vc»ce agsun assayed l\& e»rs, more 
hollow and diseoidantthanbeforeyproceedhig 
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fi«lnittotkerpnrtoftheceU. ^'Wretdifd 
vktim Y* it said--*tlien paused. Victoria^ 
knees miote eadi otber. Agidn she heard 
k, but in * csdenoe of woe so seft-Hso pa^ 
4i»e1&»ily low— 40 mournfuUy tremulous^ 
ds if its powor of voice was dissolved in pity 
-<-^^' Expeel no metey !'' Again it paused, 
mid then, as if in that short interval the 
ftelings Uiat aetuated it had undergone a 
total tevoltttion, it screamed out, discordant- 
ly apd ftantidy loud'>— *' Fiends! tortures! 
Ubod and murder ! murder ! murd^ T Its 
»ticiiliition was now lost in a e(»ivulsive 
1m^, and Victoria fell upon her fiiee, at- 
m6rt deprived of senses* 



CHAPTER XE 

VifOU lUfe rtate,*. so nearly approaching to 
ifisen8ifaility,wa8 our heroine reealfed by 
conte dl Vioenza and Gronzalvo^ who ^iter^^ 
cd tiie dang6<m in about an hour after she 
§dL Paie^ twmbiing, and dismayed, she 
araaefiomlMnr pdlet; biit, without power 



tiiF«^ ¥okilit^ mA iiToluxttaly actioaa 
Unw^ttgly vrM I brot^ht hitheiw-4»y Ibcce 
am I detain^ here, and whatever may he* 
fidi tne thrcHigh the villainy of others my 
Ji»d^e wilt not concktmi me for. : But were 
t to sign that contaract» khowing, as I do^ 
the dlreedful cAptae it would dccaskm^-ye^ 
ednte Vicenza; knowing it would be ^E^Jiat 
fi>r my beldved Aiphonso^ assaastnatioo^ 
tny s€^ would £nd no mercy. I act. Iiom 
princi|)le8, which tortures dbali not shake." 
Her manner was even more decisiipe timn 
her w^rds. It spoke not the tmnsknt en« 
thusiasm of tibe monieQt~4ts language was 
the eafen firi^ness of a soul resolved, and 
eonte di Vieenza^ ov^wfaelmed wfith shame 
and amazement at th6 knowledge of his 
meditated assassination of^ oonte i^niosto 
being no secret to her, quitted the dungeon^ 
in a iet*mentation of eontendiBg paswina^. 
with their concomitant mi'^eries, and' littep^ 
ing a thousandi threats of vengemee fio! ker 
obstinacy and ingratitude; when Victoiia^ 
believing his departure to be the wgnal fibr 
Garclas to return, and renew bi& sasngB 
sjffifit of tormi^ting her, and ftetilig that 
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ha* ^feeUed imme could not long sustain 
such crpelty, calixily and humbly dropped 
upon her knees, with all the fervent piety 
of a true Christian, without a single mur- 
mur at a doom so sad and unmerited ; sa» 
tisfied that death would soon rescue her 
from every ill ; and, as a Christian devoted 
U> die within a given time, she hastened to 
prepare for the awful and inevitable moi. 
m^t of dissolution ; and in about four hours 
after the conte's departure, had an assassin 
entered her cell, she would have met the 
strdke of death undismayed. But not with 
such heavenly serenitude did she receive 
don Manuel, who appeared alone. With 
the air and manner of a most ardent and 
respectful lover, he approached the lovely^ 
agitated^ persecuted Victoria, to whom he 
apologized* with all the insinuating, blan- 
dishments Ihs designing heart and flowery 
eloqaaioe could supply,, for the ungentle 
treatment she had received through the ua- 
fiMrtOMte supposition of hee mental derange- 
wait ; but that now,, fr^m the inganuoas 
confession of dottore Impazzato, wIk) bad 
just adbMwtedged his reprehensible mis- 
t$ke^ and prodaimed hen ioteHectual heidtb> 
he waa come lo implore her pxfdBO», and to 
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conduct her ttotn that wretdhed abode 
where ignorance had placed her. He now 
offered his hand to lead our heroine^ who 
accepted it with the tacit resignation c^ 
hopel^sness, but with a tremor so exces- 
sive, that it was with difficulty she proceed- 
ed from the dungeon to the library; where 
oonte di V icenam, his young cofnpimionv 
Garcks» and Hero^ were assembled. 

Don Maamel plaeed his lovdy tranhlnig 
captive upon a sofa, and. seated himself be- 
side her, when, in the showy flowers of his 
rhetoric he hastened to dedare an ardent 
and unchangeable passion for her; and bjb 
unalterable resdution of making her hi9 
immediate^, by the most irrevocable ties 
which the fews of thai community he had 
the honour of belonging^ to wmild admit of. 
Then he informed bar, without waiting for" 
her reply, or indeed seeming to think one* 
necessary, that o!i the table bdbre her lay 
the contract for their unior^, which had aU 
ready been rigned by htm, in the presence 
of his friends aiid vassals, bi^fore whom she 
must now affix her signature;' and eon*- 
eluded with an artful insinuationi of no per* 
son, however bekived, daring to dispute or 
disobey his* decrees with. imp»m^4 
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Victoria, shocked' and dismayed beyond 
expression, scarcely retained the power of 
respiration ; while Garcias, with lavage ex- 
ultation, pushed tlie table dose to her, on 
which a parchment and an inkstand stood ; 
and upon a signal frotn don Manuel, seve- 
ral of bis ruffian soldiery rushed in, some 
under arms, and some bearing borriUe and 
terrific implements for torture \ and in an 
4nstant they ranged themselves, in awful di- 
visions, before the three unooeiipiedsid^of 
the table, cruelty and death gleaming in 
their most direful aspect from each grim^ 
dark, and ruthless countenance. 

Don Manuel, snatching Victorians hand, 
put a pen into it, and placed it on the spot 
where he desired her instantly to sign her 
name. She panted for breath ; her senses, 
in aknfn, were a)I forsaking her, and coward 
fear was about to guide her tremUing hand, 
iti striving to trace h^ signatmre, when a 
thought, suggested by her expiring reason, 
of its being the very contract which would 
bind her to conte di Vicen^a, recalkd at 
once her fleeting Acuities. Precipitately she 
arose, and, dashing the pen indignantly 
Ibonv her, exclaimed, with emphasis — ^^'Sign 
my brothet^s4eath-w8r«ant ! Nev^r ! Men^, 
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take your victim^ and, Heaveo, leceive my 
soul in innocence T 

*^ Oh» matchless virtue T exdiumed don 
Manuel ; while Garcias» with horrid imprc* 
cations, consigned our heroine and her in- 
nopence to his own black patron; and^. 
rudely seizing her, affirmed, with an oath^ 
that he would that instant make her sign, 
the contract But from the touch of this 
profane wretch, tier pure spirit recoiled,, and 
ahe^sank upon the cou^h she had just arisen 
from, as apparently lifeless as if the ruffian 
scddiery had performed the task she had. 
reason to believe assigned to them ; and se-^ 
veral minutes elapsed befoae she betrayed^ 
the smallest symptom of returning re8[Mrap 
tion,. and many more before she opened her 
languid eyes^ when she found herself ex- 
tended upon the eouch,. and don. Manud, 
with traderest solicitude, bathing, bee tcm* 
plea with restorative^^the young, stranger, 
apply ii^ salts to her nose, whik^. in aa at- 
titude of nuich anxiety, conte dl Viemna 
waa standing bent over the coudb, with one 
band Ksting against the wansoiA Don 
Manuel and the young stranger had Maraa- 
ly time to inquire how Victoria found hcfv- 
sd^ whwi the cont^ uttmug' a cry of hotw. 
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TOT, Ills blind fell from ite resting-fdace, bis 
€yes> nostrils, and mouth distended witb 
strong expression of dreadful amazement, 
while his lodks w^^ fi^ed in earnest gaze 
of speechless dismay upon the wainscot* 
Fear'jS eiM tremor pervaded all his facu)« 
ties, his breast heaved convulsively, and 
he at length fell to the ground, in a swoon, 
while nothing was seen^ by any one else pre* 
sent, that eould at all account for imch con^ 
atemati(m, and such a serious effect. 

The general attention was now, of course, 
tomed from our heroine to eonte di Vieen- 
za ; arid don Manuel, choosir^ to have him 
removed to his chamber, he was accord- 
ingly conveyed away, when Victoria hap* 
piiy found herself relieved from further per- 
seeutioii for the present When supper** 
time ^mrived^ don Manuel, with much ap^ 
pearanoe of tender solicitude, supported 
oiir heroine to her accustomed seat at the 
aupper-table, Gai'cias and Hero following, 
took their visual places^ Nothing of Poly^ 
dore or his young companion was heard of, 
or seen, and an almost-total silence prevail* 
ed. Garcias, gkM>my and sullen, evidently 
betray ed» by: the glances of malignant txU 
uiPi^ he oecasionally directed to Victoria^ 
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.that he was brooding new mischief. -Don 
Manuel was abstracted, and often appa- 
rently lost in painful musing, but by no 
means inattentive to our poor herohie, when 
out of these frequent reveries. No, in- 
deed — ^far from it : often during his fits of 
meditation, his eyes were rivetted in pensive 
earnestness upon her; and when he ad- 
dressed her, his looks and voice were soften- 
ed, to a degree of tenderness that seemed the 
genuine effusion of the purest feelings q£ 
susceptibility. 

At length this almost sOent meeting was 
dissolved by Juan, who, at the usual hour, 
appeared to conduct Victoria and Hero to 
their chamber. Juan alone performing this 
ceremony, darted a pang of bitter affiictioq 
through the feeling heart of our heroine. 
Where now, alas ! were Teresa, Hippolyto^ 
and Diego ? She burst into tears at the 
horrid retraspection ; and with a voice bro» 
ken by agonizing sobs, she bade don Ma- 
nuel good-night, and, with a sorrowful 
hieart and streaming eyes, followed Juan to 
her gloomy chamber. Passing Diego's 
room, "now desolate and uninhabited, added 
new poignancy to her grief; and in an ago- 
t\y of tears, she threw harself into aseat be^ 
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tween her own bed and the secret passage 
to the church. 

Juan hastened to trim the lamp, and re- 
tired, leaving our poor heroine alone with 
the woman whom she had been taught to 
believe meditated the most direful mischief 
against her, and the determined deadly ma* 
lice of who^ looks added considerably to 
her apprehensions. She trembled at the 
idea of enclosing herself with such a bitter 
foe, and shutting out all assistance, should 
Hero's vengeance lead to hef requiring any. 
But her fears of conte di Vicenza and Gar- 
das conquering every other, she, with trem- 
bling hands, and eyes full of suspicion, 
fixed upon her companion, barricadoed the 
door, and then returned to her seat, close 
to the secret passage, through which she 
resolved to retreat, should Hero approach 
her with hostile intent ; and having placed 
the lamp conveniently for taking with her, 
she justly concluded that Hero, left in to- 
tal darkness, and unacquainted with the 
actuating spring, would be unable to pur- 
sue her. 

^' Having tiow arranged the pnly plan of 
safety she had in her power to adopt, Vic- 
toria glanced her streaming eyes around her 
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gloomy chamber, where every thing which 
met her view bespoke Teresa's absence. 
The beds unmade — ^the ashes littering the 
hearth, since the fire of the last night» save - 
one-^the collection of cuUnary utensils stiU 
remaining, which poor Teresa's kindness 
had collected there, to prepare nourishment 
for her, all — all was comfort^ss; and the 
desolation of her apartment brought the 
forlorn misery of her situation more forcibly 
into her mind ; and she sobbed, nay, almost 
groaned, from the anguish of her heart 
She was now left fi-iendless^ and destitute 
of every aid : she clasp;ad her hands m an 
agony of despair, and, starting from her 
seat, exclaimed, in the most piteous ca- 
dence of affliction — ^* Where — where have 
I now a hope to rest upon P'* Suddenly the 
whole expression of her countenance chan- 
ged — ^she sank upon her knees, her handi 
still raised, and, firmly, she said— ^*' In Hea- 
ven !" 

Every idea of fear was now lost in the 
pure fervour of sincere piety, and for up- 
wards of twenty minutes, Victoria lost the 
recollection of every thing but the omnipo- 
tence and mercy of Him whom she was 
humbly addressing. The potent balm dis- 
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tilled fiiom the beautiful plant, Christiamty, 
dn^ped gentiy into her wounded heart : 
her pain assuaged, her spirits tranquillised 
by its tsweet influence, she arose from her 
knees, and found her chamber occupied by 
herself alone. 

Great indeed was the amazement of our 
ha'oine : the door still remained fastened 
upon the inside, as she had left it; the 
ttap could not have moved without its 
sounds, so forcibly impressed upon her re- 
Collection, awakening her attention; nor 
could^ Hero have passed through the pas- 
sage to the church without disturbing her, 
as she knelt in such a direction as totally to 
prevent the departure or entrance of any 
one, that way, unknown to her. How then 
could Hero have possibly disappeared? 
Were they friends, or were they foes, who 
conveyed her away ? Her friends must be 
Hero*s enemies, and with them the vin- 
dictive creature would not surely have gone 
without redstance; Uuxi she must Imve 
lifiard However, go by what meanit so- 
ever, Vietorid brii^ her departure as tlie 
kindness of lieav^i to hecsdf ; Jixd^ devoid 
of apprdicnskm from the mi)raleiiow event, 
^e thoKtlgr iiAfir irptiitti te liid,. irlwie, al- 
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though surrounded by horrors of every de* 
nomination^ she slept until morning ; and 
more serenely sweet were her slumbers than 
those of the persons who (though still the 
firee agents of their own actions) had the 
power to injure her ; for she had no pang 
of conscience to disturb her sleep, and, en- 
veloped in the pure faith of true piety, she 
believed herself secure. 



CHAPTER XII. 

In the morning, when Juan came to con- 
duct Victoria from her chamber, he inquired 
for Hero ; and on being informed of her 
mysterious disappearance, he betrayed the 
most evident amazement ; and on preced- 
ing our heroine into the comidor (where 
don Manuel, Garcias, and conte Vicenza"^ 
young companion, were assembled), hasten- 
ed to announce the vanishing of Hero. Al- 
though don Manuel was visibly astonished 
and discomposed at the intelligence, he 
made no comment on it, but strove to hide 
bis cbagriniuid sArprise in attention taVie- 



KOlllAKCE OF TH£ PYR£KJBE$^ ^8^ 

toiia;.w1[iileGaims, more vehement in tem- 
per, and lesft master of dissimulation, be^- 
trayed the most violent sensations of asto« 
nishment and consternation, while half- 
sentences, of mysterious import, fell un- 
guardedly from him ; and it required all the 
address of the wary Manuel to awaken him 
to a sense of his imprudence, without fur- 
ther increasing the curiosity or conjectures 
of the strangers. , 

They all soon after sat down to break- 
.fast, when don Manuel's manners to our 
heroine w^re as on the preceding evening 
while the young stranger looked upon her 
with increased pity and admiration. Vic- 
toria was a silent spectator of this meal. 
The sight of Garcias, and the tender assi- 
duities of don. Manuel, ever renewed those 
4:errors^;wbich her reliance upon Providence 
subdued in their absence ; and the recoUec* 
tion of iyhat ^he had already encountered 
in that castlf^, and the dreadful apprehen* 
shn of wkaib in this day ^be might be doom- 
ed t0i made jup an olio of misery for, her to 
feed upon, audi thi^w su^qh a i^adly-intterestr 
ing expression of tke.afiliatiofi/Qf her mind 
into 1 hev y^an. .«nd . Wngiud,c i though still- 
JffyeIy>Cdu]i^S»nc»^:tM df^Qi Manuel seeoxr 
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ed much affected ; and once, after gmng 
pensively at her for some moments, he 
turned to Gareias, and said something to 
him, hut in so low a tone Vietoria could 
not distinguish one word of it : but not so 
was the reply of Gardas delh^ered; for, 
striking his clenched hand against the table, 
he emphatically exclaimed—*^' PusHlani<* 
mous nonsense ! What ! be tonied to a 
milksop by the pitiful sorrow oi a whining 
girPs countenance? For shame ! have you 
not ever found vengeance sweet ? Remem- 
ber——" when, now perceiving Victoria 
was listening attentively to him, he sud- 
denly ceased, darting a petrifying look of 
brutal malice at her, that made har tremble. 
-Shortly after breakfast being ended, he 
arose, and sullenly desiring the young man 
to accompany him, departed, through the 
glass door, into the piazza. 

Highly and reasonably as Vietoria feaved 
Carcias, she saw his departin*e with the 
most painful emotions, as it left her totattjr 
^one with don Manuel, who^ though she 
now firmly believed pitied her, y^t was 
compelled to take a cruel part i^mnst her, 
and, in sad expeetation of hearing something 
torturing to her fedingt ^&om ^ka^ the 
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some time trembling sat, when, at length, 
don Manuel broke the silent interval, by 
a repetition of his ardent passion for her, 
and an information of his fixed resolution 
of making her his without delay; and as' 
she so highly disapproved, he said, of the 
long-established custom of afBancing adopt- 
ed in the castle, he should, contrary to the 
approbation and wishes df his associates, 
have the marriage ceremony performed by 
a priest, who was to be admitted for that 
sacred purpose, the succeeding morning, at 
ten o'clock, when he trusted her own good 
stose and ductile disposition would pre- 
vent the necessity of resorting to any vio- 
lent or disagreeable measures, and that she 
would graciously, before his friends aiid 
vassals, make him the happiest of man- 
kind, by unreliictantly bestowing her hand 
u]pon him. 

Victoria, subdued by horror and agita- 
tion, could hot articulate a reply : ghe could 
onljf bow a kind of hopeless acqui^qenqe. 
Well she knew, that if this marnage were 
determined upon, her struggling against 
sdch superioTx power would prove ittelfec- 
tOal, while her appearance of submission 

' VOL. n. M 
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might possibly prevent the adoption of any 
violence against her during the twenty-four 
hours of respite now implied ; and during 
that period she fondly hoped the goodness 
of Providence would intervene to save her 
fcpm this dreadful fate which now menaced 
inevitability. 

The acquiescence of Victoria to his pro- 
position, although too evidently a painful 
a^ent, so much amazed don Manuel, that 
instead of doing what an ardent lover would 
have done—- thank her for her kiudness — 
he, in a tone of much astonishmennt» ex-, 
claimed-r-'* What can this mcsan^ lady Vic- 
toria ?-^y ou this morning consent to ho? . 
npur me with your hand, whilst yesterday 
you preferred death, to affixing your signa- 
ture to our (x>ntract. ^ Surefy, there must be 
some illusion. You \iave some. subterfuge^ 
Some one has dared to meditate and pro? 
mise you escape from——** 

Viptojia^now raijjed her, eyesf, filled with, 
all the si^blimated jBrp of virtue — "Doii 
Manuel," she firmly said, '' I dare, to act as 
my prirjciples direct me: my union with 
you aanon|y. lead me to misery^ but iiot to. 
guilt ; . an4 should it prove, the will of Hea^ 
ven to consign ine to, a lifeof wretchedness^ 
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I wili patiently submit to its faarah dispen- 
sations, whilst my cheerless days can be 
taught fortitude^ by the firm hope of happi- 
ness in a world to come. But were I now 
to sign that contract, knowing, as I do, the 
direful^ pitiless crime it would be the black 
mandate for committing, I should become 
a diabolical principal in the monstrous guilt; 
and what balm of fiiture bliss could still the 
rankling wounds of conscience ? Tortures, 
I i^in affirm, shall not make me guilty, 
but in your power it is to make me 
wretched.** At the close of her last sen- 
tence Victorians firmness forsook her, and 
she burst into tears. 

. ** Heaven forbid T exclaimed don Ma- 
nuel,^' that I ^ould make such exalted 
virtue wretched f Nd| lady Victoria-^no ; 
believe me^ although it may be in my pow- 
er^ it wilt never be in my inclination to af- 
ili<^ you ;** and with the most benign and 
conciliating tenderness he took her band*- 
kerchief firom her hand, to wipe ho: tears 
himself awi^. At this moment the sound 
of near- approaching footsteps struck his 
earaiioai the piaxasa^ and he heacd the voioe 
ofGaidas: he started fifom Victoria'a aide.; 
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and had her eyes at that moment heeti 
turned upon him, she would have seen a 
marked and instantaneous change of ex« 
pression diffuse itself over his countenance* 
The tenderness of sympathy gave way to a 
smile of rapturous triumph ; and, as he met 
Garcias and his young companion at the 
door, he joyfully exclaimed — ** The angel 
smiles propitiously, and I am the most to 
be envied of mankind /' 

Garcias, advancing, stood before Victoria, 
and, throu^ his heavy and bent brows, fixed 
his penetrating ferocious eyes, for some mo- 
ments, in an earnest gaze of doubt, surprise, 
and scrutiny upon her ; and, as he tamed 
away, his face displayed a smile so diaboli*. 
cal, so ghastly, so mysterious, that Victoria 
could not define it, though' it made her 
shudder,-^" Don Manuel," ^d the wretdi, 
with a demoniac sneer, *^ 1 am grieved to 
tear you from this condescending angd, by 
cruelly reminding you of that t^restrial 
vulgarism-^business ; but this is, alas ! the 
moment for your attending an appointment 
of' the utmost consequence.'* 

I)on Manuel now bade adieu to our be- 
rqine, and, with Garcias, was about to leave 
the roomi when the young mqp who loiter- 



. BOH ANCS OF THB FTEENEfiS. ' 2*5 

. ^ behiiKS, wiietitly ahxious to gain a mi>* 

. ment^ eonversation with Victoria^ recurred 
to his reeollectio«i, and suddenly he stopped 
•*-" C(wnte UrbinOi' said he, " your uncle 

, requires your attendance^— so pray lead the 
way; nor can I submit to your paying your 
devoirs to tliis lady, who, in some hours 
hence^. will be my bride. Go, segnor, you 
are too young and too dangerous a rival 

. for me not to fear you,** 

The young cavalier, overwhelmed with 
4X)nfusion, chagrin, and disappointment, de^ 
parted with don Manuel and Gardas, leay* 
ing Yidoria sick at heart with misery and 
apprehension. 

This young man then, thought our hpf^ 
roine, is conte di Urbino— he who is so uni- 
versally esteemed for his amiable qualities. 
He doubtlessly compassionates my distress, 
and wishes to befriend me. It was evident 

.that he had something of moment to im* 
part to me, and don Manuel would hot suf- 
fer him to speak to me— ^on Manuel, my 

. destined husband ! ^ Oh, pitying Heaven ! 
am this be thy decree ?" Tears of bitterest 

} aoguish now burst from her eyes, and for 
some ipoments she sobbed convulsively. 
At }eng^h, while pMnful refie^^tion agonized 



M6 moxAKes of Tm vmancn. 

• her tnind» her last interview widi don Ma* 
no^l repassed in retrospection. His man- 
ner, when unrestrained by the presence of 
Ckut^ias, seetned more the effusions of pity 

' tiian of love ; and she now felt iiilly e0f^ 

' vinced of what she had, during thelast di^, 
sospected, that he only afifected to be her 
Imer, to forward the schemes of oonte di 
Vieenza, and his vile ooadjutor, Garciiis. 
She had surmised, from many circumstan- 

' ces, even before she had so providentially 
found that fragment of a letter in the dun- 
geon, that Polydore's following ^er to ^On 
Manuel's castle had been part: -of a plan ad- 
justed even before she had been s^t from 

- FVance ; and don Manuel having *so openly 
named conte di Urbino before her, seemed 
as if he no longer thought it neceissary to 
affect ignorance of his knowledge 4>f his 
new guest, whom at first it was evident 
they wished her to consider as a eaptive. 
And now the result of all this retrospecticm 
was, a thorough conviction that there was 
no real intention of uniting her to don Ma- 
imel, but that something, perhaps, even 
more dreadful, which this measure was 
meant to aid in terrifying her into, awaited 
^her on the mwrow. 9^ shuddered, dhe 
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tremHed» and at ktigth asked herself—-*' Can 
I do noihing to prevent the realizing these 
anticipated horrors ?** Ob, yes ! she sud- 
denly thought; she was now alone, and 
iBOst probably unobserved ; this Was then, 
therefore, her only opportunity of striving 
to obtain even one momenf s conference 
with Sebastian, who was capable of advising 
her, and would interest Francisco to protect 
her further. She hastily approached the 
door of Sebastian's apartment; and as she 
went, she thought of her friend in the 
church, with whom her tili^ess had exclud- 
ed all communication, and about whom she 
'liad sustained much painful anxiety; but 
now firmly believing that Ms departure had 
long since taken place, she cast a wistful 
look towards the map, accompanied by a 
deep-heaved sigh, and starting tear, whidi 
«he hastily wiped away, as she gently tapped 
at Sebastian's door. No answer being re- 
turned, she tapped again, but still no an- 
swer. 

Vexation at her disappointment inspired 
our heroine with the temerity to knock 
louder, when the only answer she received 
waa^ from babbling echo repeating the 
soutid of her knocks, which iribrated loudly 
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along the vaulted roof of the library. At* 
tentively she listened — all within was silent 
as the grave: her painful anxiety to be 
heard induced her tp try her voice, hoping, 
if tJiat reached Sebastian's ears« he would 
recollect it, and in pity appear to her. Se* 
bastian*s name she therefore repeated seve-* 
ral times, louder and still louder each reiter- 
ation, but still to no purpose, when, almost 
driven to despair by disappointment and 
terror for the safety of her venerable friend, 
she suddenly heard her own name distinct- 
ly repeated, in a gentle and well-known 
voice. Victoria's heart almost bounded from 
its seat with surprise and joy ; and, timidly, 
but hastily, turning her eyes to where they 
were so unexpectedly summoned, she be- 
held the chasm leading to the church open, 
and her buttoo-much-admired youngfriend, 
whom she had firmly believed far distant, 
standing within it, who eagerly beckoned 
her approach, and she hesitated not to com- 
ply as speedily as the agitation of her frame 
would admit of 

" Great and terrible has been the anxiety 
which I have suffered, lady Victoria, since 
last we met," said he, tenderly, but respect- 
fully taking her trembling hand. '^ I knew 
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.^f jrwrUlp^ees, pfydur danger, and, oh, hap- 
, fwes^l of ypur redo very.: Agem I waited 
witb eager. solkHtude and impatience here; 
but you forgot tne, and no longer sought 
to meet a friend who would-~— But I must 
not iinaste the precious fleeting moments in 
t^Uing you all my friendship would lead 
me to do for you, since I am happily here 
to inform you what I can do to serve you." 

Victoria, overpowered by joy, hope, sur- 

;pri8e, timidity, stood covered with the va^ 

rying blushes of sensibility, trembling, and 

Jfa tears^ unable to articulate a singfe seii-* 

teuoe^ 

** Compose your fluttered spirits, I coi^ 
jure you, dearest lady Victoria !" continued 
the $tr;Einger, in the softest tones of gentle 
kindness, whilst his intelligent countenance 
^isplay;^' the most anitnated interest in 
every thing that could aSecther. **'Let me 
entFpalt you to exert your fortitude to hear, 
with ^mnes6, that the moment for your 
JjJI^ratiou dmwS; yery near, I trust : all will 
be ill Jiff9Ame$9 tlliss very night for ypur est 
^pe^ r/Qe furm,. I imptore'you, in your he^ 
lief of my iutegrity; and: when the eastle 
^oak strikes one^ fearlessly venture fioooi 
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your diamber, through the -seeret 'pMito^e, 
to the church. I will be at the^^hrlne, fo 
receive and conduct you to tome other of 
your friends, with whom 1 will can^ey you 
to any plaeeof refuge your wishes poitit ta 
I entreat, I conjure you, exert your lAental 
powers until we again meet, *ince you will, 
alas ! have no other support tilf then. Tern- 
porize with the assassinfi of yoUr ^p€iiee hy 
mfiected submission, and, if possible, hj an 
appearance of composure, lead them into a 
belief of your having become moi^ com- 
pliant than you have hitherto been. This 
will at least ensure you a cessation -from 
persecution during your continu^ce with 
them, and probably may prevent the fc»m- 
ing of any new plan to interfere wiUi our 
projected escape. Come then, cJHeer 'Up* 
.dearest lady Victoria ; cbndescend, fUt once, 
to deceive, and ere morning, I trufet y6n 
will be in a place of safety. Atii now, 
adieu ! until the propitious ^ur of one : 
no longer dare I indulge myM^lf ^by^staying 
here; for, were I now to b* dii»df«ei*d, fe* 
tal would be the blow gi^^n to all my 
aeliemes — to all my fondest b6pe6. Fare* 
w^l ! and may Heaven protect and Support 



yoQf most amiable, most interesting ttf hu* 
man beings r* 

With a graceful and tenderly-respectflxl 
bow, he precipitately closed the paiinel, and 
Victoria sank upon the couch beneath it, 
her mind in a tumult of sensatioiis that al» 
most subdued every faculty.- While her 
yotmg fHend had been presient, iBhe had lost 
the power of articulation. Soon after he 
was gone, she recollected fifty things she 
wished to say to him. She looked wist- 
fully towards the aperture — ^it was indeed 
closed. She doubted if his momentary ap^ 
pearance had not been an illusion of her 
disturbed imagination. Reflection convin- 
ced her he had been there, and had pro- 
mised to rescue her ftom horror and misery 
that very night. 

Her tears now flowed in torrents, unlike 
those she had long be^n accustomed to 
shed; for these were ' teirs of joy, and, as 
long-absent strangers, she gave them free 
indulgence. At length, becoming more 
composed, Heaven had her grateful ac- 
knowled^ents for its promiised kindness; 
and as her perturbation subsided, her rea- 
son began to operate ; and fearing every' 
thing which might lead to a discovery of 
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her intended escape, die judged it expedi* 
ent to quit the library, lest her pwn coa* 
sdouso^s of wlmt h»^ jwt occurred tfaere 
might, by some means, awaken suspicion of 
a sometbiiig, and lead to obser^'ation, and 
ultimately to detection ; tlierefOTe, with 
trembling steps and a palpitating heart, she 
measured her way to the eastern piazza, 
where she seated herself, and waa fully oc> 
4^upied by busy thought until dinner-time;, 
when don Manuel himself came out to seek 
her, and conducted her into the comidor, 
where conte Vioenza, his nephew, and Gar- 
cias, were already assembled— Poly dore 
looking very pale, languid, and thoughtful, 
his nephew dejed;fd beyond measure, and 
seeming as if he n6 longer dared to turn his 
admiring, pitying eyes upon Victoria* 

The i^irits of ouf ber<Qne were toamvch 
agitated to admit oi hex availing hersdlf of 
t3[\e attentive hospiV^Uty of don Manuel 
during the repast; but, mindful of the ad« 
vice her j^oung friend: bad given^ her, she 
strove to appear uneii^barraase^ and serene; 
but, a novice in art, ^ could not i»eserve 
that even degree of tranquiUity indicative, 
of a mind at ease. Nature was Victoria'i^ 
guide, and the feelings «he inspired opuld 
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ifiot be concealed. One niaioent^ fear and 
anxiety, in despite of every effort, sank her 
to the lowest degree of sadness, while, in 
the next, hope elevated her spirits to such 
:b, pitcl^ that the bright emanations of joy, 
too powerful for disguise, would burst from 
her heart, in something like a tone of play- 
ful gaiety, which charmed don Manuel^ 
surprised and displeased conte di Vicenza, 
increased his nepbew^dejection, and drew, 
au expression of mysterious triumph into 
the diabolical countenance of Garcias. 

Wh^Q dinner w^ en4^> conte di Vi- 
cenza complained of being still so much of 
an invalid, aa to feel exhausted, and to re- 
quire rest; he therefore retired to taj^e a 
siesta, accompanied by his nephew, whom 
he ordered to watcl) by him while he slept; 
and don Manuel, after many tender speeclie^ 
and apologies to Viet(M*ia, departed upon 
^^Msiiiess, Intended by Garcias. Happy in 
being thus relieved from society so hateful 
to her, our heroine resolved to avail herself 
pf this^ unexpected opportunity to go to hef 
chamber, there to make son^e arrangements 
for hec promised escape. Accordingly, when 
she reached h^ chamber, she took from her 
^ggage th# imcels she had formerly n^de 
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up, eonUining her trinkets, and deposited 
them in her podcets, fest, in the moment of 
departure, her spirits, hurried as they doubt, 
less would be, might ooeasion her leaving 
them behind her. A parcel, with some 
ohanges of linen, she concealed in her bed, 
as being too large to carry about her ; and 
as Victoria carefully looked over every arti- 
cle her baggage contained, that she might 
not leave any thing portable behind her, 
which she might afterwards regret, a length 
of time necessarily elapsed before she was 
ready to return to the comidor; and, just 
as she was preparing to leave her room, she, 
*• to her utter dismay, heard a hollow bound 
. against the trapdoor, and immediately after, 
an attempt made to force back the bolts. 
Alarmed beyond measure, she flew to the 
chamber-dpor, when her flight, that way^ 
was unexpectedly prevented by the mur- 
muring sound of voices in the lobby. 
Should she venture, or should she not? 
She trembled with apprehension — she hesi- 
tated — she listened attentively,, and was no 
longer in doubt. She distinguished the 
voice of Garcias, and in an instant darted 
through the tapestry-door, which she care- 
fully closed after her, and without wiatii^.to 



- teike brenth, or consider what-ihe was nbout, 
swiftly glided dowti^the ^tairease* raised the 
step with ease, and, unannoyed by any im- 
pediment, in a few moments found lierself 
in the chureh, making the best of her way 
to the passage into the library, which she 
hoped to enter unobserved, as, at that liour, 
she never remembered to have seen any of 

* don Manners people in the library. 

On approaching the monument leading 
•to the passage, Victoria looked, with trem- 
bling caution, around hdr; and on arriving 
at the short dark arcade, communkmting 
with the other aisle, She suddenly stopped 
to inspect it, from the shelter a cluster of 
T^illars at the corner afforded her, lest, in pass- 
ing the end, which she must do to reach the 
monument, she might be seen and disco- 
vered by some df those people of whom the 
stranger iVattfi*d her. The instant she took 
^r station an!K>ng the pillars, i^he distinctly 
heard the sound of retreating footsteps along 
the pas^g6. The icy chill erf* fear thrilled 
through her heart. Cautiously and afppre- 
hensively she gknced her eyes al<Hig the 
iiteade, atid beheld her young friend walk* 
in»g slowly ott, with one Wm supporting a 
femele^ of ^ -commanding height «d most 
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graceful form^ a hand of whom i^erted (ami* 
liarly upon bis shoulder. 

A pang of torture, never before felt by 
our heroine, now shot through her throb- 
bing heart; a death-like sickness assailed 
her, she tottered, and fell at the foot of the 
pillars which concealed her ; but still direct- 
ing her eyes, in earnest gaze, upon her friend 
and his oooipanion, who at length stopped,* 
apparently in serious conference. Worlds, 
liad she possessed them, would Victoria 
have given to hear the subject of their con- 
versation; but by listenings she would not, 
for worlds^ obtain that gratificatiou. Chance 
had conducted her to where these lovers, 
believing themselves unobserved, were pour- 
ing out the secrets of their hearts, and ho- 
nour and generesaty forbade her meanly 
stealing their secrets from them, and iiv- 
stantly she resolved to effect her retreat into 
the library,, whilst theii? backs continued t^ 
her. 

Trembling,. Victoria arose to put her de- 
f^ignin execution; but the moraeift slie was 
about to emerge fcom her hidin^^-place, she 
perceived they bad turned about,, and were 
slowly advancing. To escape unobserved 
by them was now imp06sible~4x>^ discover 
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liersd^ migbt involve her friend in difficulty 
or danger^ anfl certainly would pyerwhelm 
his companion with confusion — to conceal 
herself behind the pillars still was therefore 
her only alternative. The gloom of the 
plape was favourable to her intention, and 

, she gently laid herself down amongsft the 

^ pillars, scarcely allowing herself to breathe, 
and in a state of mind the most pitiably hu* 

. miliating. Conscious of rectitude, yet still 
she shuddered, lest her friend should disco- 
ver her as he passed. In what a light must 

, she then appear to him — a secret observer ! 
She sickened at the thought, but she had 
no longer tim^ for anticipating fears. They 
approached her, her heart almost bounded 
from its seat, and her limbs were convulsed 
with tremor. They ascended the steps, and, 
without any intention of listening, these 
words struck Victoria's ears, as they pass^ 
the place of her concealment, although de- 
livered in a low and plaintive accent by the 
female — ^^ Think of the anguish that I shall 
suffer during your absence, still uncertain 
if you will ever be allowed to rescue me 
from hence. In the society of this too-in* 
teresting, too-fascinating Victoria, you will 

. learn to forget your poor Matilda^ who can 
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Imow no peace till yon return. Ah ! whtt 
misery — ^what anxiety — ^what rertless and 
antidpating fears, shall I be doomed to suf- 
fer, while you a re  Oh, happy Victo- 
ria — r 

They were now gwie too far for our he- 
roine to hear more, but she had heard suffi- 
cient to make her weep. The sound of 
their retreating footsteps at length no longer 
reaching her ears, she ventuited from am- 
bush, and, with a beating, melancholy heart, 
ascended the monument, and gkined ati un- 
interrupted passage into the library, where 
she seated herself near to the place she had 
emerged from, too much subdued by l^ita^ 
tion to proceed further, or to think of any 
thing but what she had just heard and seen. 
She was grieved, she scarcely knew why. 
Her friend had told her of his having a 
tender attachment, and why should she feel 
thus mortified and distressed at behddiBJg 
the object of it, whom she doubted not was 
very deserving, since she was the choice of 
the most amiable of mankind ? — ** Ah» how 
amiable ! how very,^ very good ! His dear 
Matilda, it appears, is not allowed to share in 
my escape ; and yet his humanity leads him 
from this beloved object, to rescue a help- 
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kss t^Mbw^reainre from destradiini. Oh, 
Mess faim I bless hitn. Heaven ! and Matilda 
toa, fer is^ihe not good add geneifous? "lor, 
agorfiziTig as this separaticm isf to her, she 
benevolently suiifers him to leave her, to 
save>me from endless misery; but she shall 
nt>t-^o, she shall' not long be left to an- 
guish, to anxiety, and restless* anticipating 
fears 'for me; he shall place me in some con* 
vent in Roussillon, and immediately return 
to her, to ease her mind of evtery apprehen- 
sfott. Oh ! why did she call me happy ? 
Snr^fly it is happy, happy Matilda, beloved 
by sufch a being. She knows that she is so. 
Then how could I awaken uneasiness in her 
mind ? • what couM induce her to fear me, 
or to call me too interesting— too fasci- 
Hating ? Misfortunes may have made me 
interesting; but Heaven forbid that I 
should fassdnate him your heart is plighted 
to ! No, no, no f • I am not such a worthless 
wretch, as to form a wish for doing soT 

Victorians' head now sank upon her hand, 
her elbow resting upon one arm of the 
coueh, and, ih the deepest train of melan- 
clidy r^e6tions, she continued quite un- 
mindM of the approach of night, or of 
where she was, until don Manuel, advan* 
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cifig to ^ from tbe eoiDidofrdifitttybed fa^ 
meditation, by inforinii^ her she bad been 
sought fioyr throughout tlie grounds diid cas* 
tie, and that he had experienced tlie most 
dreadful alarms fcH* her safety. 

Was I sought f(N* here^ don Mamiel?'* 
fepUed Victoria^ endeavouring to opnoeal, 
by a£Pected composure, the apprehension 
abe felty lest her flight through the church 
had been discovered. 

^' No, believe me/' said don Manuel, ten- 
derly taking her hand to lead her to the 
eating-room, ** since this is the last spot in 
the castle any of my people would wish to 
imtar after the close of day ; nor could I ex- 
pect to find so young a female, not even 
lady Victoria, enlightened as 1 know her 
matchless mind to be, alone, in the gloomy 
hour of approaching night, in an apartment 
where men of dauntless courage in the field 
dare not keep such yigil.^ 

^ There is something inimical then to 
mental as well as personal courage in this 
i^tle,"" replied Victoria; " for here your 
people, segnor, have been taught to fear the 
dead, and I have first learned to tremble 9t 
the living. It is a sad knowledge I have 
gained ; but Heaven w&ct th^ more dread« 
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All one from me, of fearing ttie shadow of a 
substance I had injured.'' 

Don Manuel flung her hand from him ; 
but ere they had proceeded many paces, he 
took it again with gentleness — ** You are 
an extraordinary creature,** said he, " and it 
is well for the cause I have embarked in, 
that our interviews have not been more fre« 
quent" 

They now reached the comidor, just as 
conte di Vicenza^ his nephew, and Garcias, 
entered from the piazza in evident conster- 
nation. The moment Garcias beheld our 
heroine, he furiously demanded where she 
had been skulking, and why she had given 
tliem so much trouble ? 

Garcias,** said don Manuel, sternly, 
your zeal transports you beyond the limits 
of propriety. When speaking to a brother- 
ruffian, such harsh and insolent terms may, 
perhaps, be sometimes necessary ; but when 
addressing a lady, nothing can extenuate 
the omission of politeness. Lady Victoria, 
too justly intimidated by your savage 
manners, and fearing her evil destiny 
might lead her to encounter you, took se- 
fugi^ amongst the spectres i£ the library, 
and I feund her sitting undismayed there^ 
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even at this hour, wher6 jyeu and i>tk0r he* 
roes of our community dsaf not, for a mo* 
menu remain alone." 

Garcias slunk into a seat, silenced into an 
impenetrable gloom. Conte di Vieensa 
appeared evidently disccmeerted at this tar- 
casm, while dcm Manuel, unmindful of their 
chagrin, took a chair by Victoria, and en« 
tered into conversation with her, exerting 
every power of his mind to entertain her ; 
and had she been in a place of safet}% with 
a heart at ease, and without a knowledge 
of the depravity of his life and principles, 
she must have been highly charmed by his 
conversation ; but although Victoria strove, 
with all her faculties, to bestow her whole 
attention upon what was saying, and to ap- 
pear unembarrassed, and in some degree 
cheerful, yet, as the night advanced, her a|Ni- 
rits, .fluctuating between ten thousand hopes 
and fears, became so tumultuous, that it 
was with the utmost dtfiicalty she ooitld 
ccaiceid her agitation, or bear any connected 
part in eonversation. 

Supper-time at length arrived s and al« 
thou^ this repast was dispatc^ied with an* 
usual expedikioiit Vietoria thpug^ fm^aget 
h«d. been devoti^. to |t« Conttt VioMV^ M . 
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each moment passed, became more restless 
and uneasy, his nephew more dejected, 
Gareias more observant, Victoria more ab* 
sCracted, and don Manuel more insinuating ; 
Hot one moment did he suffer to pass in si« 
lence, eagerly starting new subjects when 
the old ones seemed nearly exhausted, as if 
he feared to trust himself with his own 
thoughts, which seemed every moment soft- 
ening into something of painful, fond solicit 
tude for the interesting Victoria. 

At last the moment, so much wished for 
by our heroine, arrived, and Juan entered 
tor conduct her to her chamber. In the 
most dremlful and obvious trepidaticm, she 
arose from her seat,^ and, almost inarticu^ 
lately, bade the party a good*night Her 
heart bounded and beat with the most tu-> 
itHaltuous violence; her tremUing limbs 
could scarcely perform their functions, and ' 
her colour varied with a rapidity that pro- 
claimed at onoe the perturbation of her 
niind. Don Manuel, as usual, led her to 
the door, but, without his acci^omed ten- 
der .farpivell sp^^^ pessed her hwd with 
energy^ and pneqpitately fled in evident 
emotion.; a^ sq alannfd was Victoria by 
the singularity of his conduct^ and by the 
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imcertainty of her own fale, that she fbimd 
herself compelled to request Juan's arm for 
rapport. 



CHAPTER XIII. 






In all that agitation of mii\d and frame 
which hopes and fears like hers inspired, 
Victoria walked along, unconscious whither 
she was going, until she found herself at 
the foot of the great staircase. Alarmed, 
she instantly stopped, and hastily demand- 
ed where Juan was leading her? 
To your chamber, donna.'* 
This is not the way to my chamber,** 
said she, in faltering accents, expressive of 
her anticipating fears. 

^^ Not to the one you lately slept in," he 
replied ; " but thither you go no more.** 

Half-shrieking, she wildly excMmed-^ 
^* I must — I will return there!** Tlien 
cKri'ging to the iKtlustrade, to prevent his 
forcing her up the staircase, she earnestly 
and pathetically supplicated to be allowed 
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to pdss that one night in the last cl^^amber 
she had occupied ; but Juan was inflexible. 

It was his duty, he said, to obey don 
Manuel, who had ordered him to conduct 
her to the chamber she first had in the cas- 
tle, and there he would take her, dead or 
alive. 

Victoria now, in wild aflfright, fled from 
him, and, winged with despair, hastened 
back to the comidor, to implore don Ma- 
nuel to grant her petition ; but he was gone, 
and no one appeared there bvit Garcias. 
Struck with dismay, and with all the agony 
her mind endured depicted upon every 
line of her countenance, she eagerly de- 
manded where don Manuel was ? 

« Why, what can you want with hitti ?*' 
answered Garcias, sullenly. 

" I want him to pity me — to have the 
humanity to allow of my returning to the 
chamber I last night occupied, and to spare 
me the horrors of that dreadful chamber I 
first inhabited.'" 

*^ What !"' said the savage, with a sarcas- 
tic grin, ** what ! do you^pretend to dread a 
return to that room — you, who could mag- 
nanimously sit in the dusk of evenings and 

VOL, !!• N 
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alone too, in the library, where / dare nol 
remain ? Oh, abominable affectaticm !'* 

" I have no cause," replied Victoria, burst* 
tng into a convulsive passion of tears-—'*' I 
have no cause to fear any supernatural 
power ; but from that room, which I trem- 
ble at passing my night in, you are no stran« 
ger, segnor, to the mysterious manner in 
which my respected attendant was convey- 
ed away. Where is don Manuel? in |Mty 
let me— -ch ! let me see him ! He is not 
cruel— he will compassionate my misery ; he 
will, 1 know, accede to my petition." 

** Will he ? then you shall not see him. 
I am crueU or at least resolved ; and to that 
very dreaded chamber you this instant go.'* 

Victoria, shrieking, strove to dude the 
ruffian's grasp, but in vain. She fell upon 
her knees, mkI, in the most pathetic terms, 
supp^cated for marcy ; but the heart <tf Gar- 
cias was invulnerable to the attacks of pity 
— " No, no !" nid he, unfeelingly, " these 
counterfeited fears can avail you nothing, 
my lovdyi novice^ If your old i^t^idant 
^as mysteriously conveyed away from one 
chamber; yoa forget that yoior young at* 
tendani was equally so ^m the atihen m 
no more of this flimsy nonsense. Besidefl^ 
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you, who are so very sanctified, such an ex- 
emplary devotee, have no cause for fear, 
ttince your piety is an impregnable shield, 
imd the rosy little cherubim and seraphim 
will certainly, if not quite negligent of their 
duty, in case of an emergency, fly away with 
you from the clutches of the profane." 
Then, regardless of her tei^rs — her groans— 
her strbgglefir— her supplications — her des* 
pair, almost arising to frenzy, he bore her 
t# the chamber she so much dreaded ; and 
th^^e leaving her with a lamp, her dismay* 
ing fears, and agonizing disappointment for 
her companions, fastened the door after 
bim, and departed. 

Victoria's feelings were now tortured up 
to such a pitch of anguish, that her faculties 
were benumbed by suffering, and she hap^^ 
pily, fw some time, became s^ost insensi- 
ble of her misery. With eyes fixed and 
f(Med arms, she sat moticmless, white-jdaep 
groans alcme indicated her having still some 
recollection of her wretchedness. 

At length the castle clock struck oQ^-im 
to our heroine a dreadful sound. It tollad 
thi^ kn^ of her departed hope, and rouyed 
Mt once ber aloiost^orpid faculties to aeuteit 
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feelings. Tears of the bitterest woe burst 
in torrents from her eyes, and the certainty 
of her forlorn situation struck her heart 
with the direst pangs of despair. At length 
a new agony of horror suddenly assailed her» 
in the terrible apprehension of her intended 
escape having been discovered, and that hex 
amiable, generous friend would become a 
victim to his humanity. This^^wa^^^e hour 
appointed for her flight, and this was-psob- 
ably the moment in which the most bene- 
volent of human beings might fall an unsus- 
pecting prey to the diabolical assassins of the 
, castle. 

Images of torture and death, in every 
dreadful shape, now presented themselves, 
in horrid array, to her dismayecj imagina- 
tion, and floated in ghastly forms before 
her. In thil moment a hollow sound of 
approaching ftotsteps struck her ears ; eager- 
ly she glanced her eyes around the roontiy 
in a hopeless search for succour, when a 
lengthened, though half-stifled groan issued 
-from one of the beds. Her eyes rested on 
the spot from whence it seemed to proceed, 
and, for the first time, she perceived thte 
'small bed Hero had reposed in was occu- 
pted. With difficulty could she repress a 
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sbriek ; breathless with dreadful expectation^ 
she looked upon the object of her conster- 
nation, and conceiving, by the head-dress, 
that it was a female who rested there, she 
hastily advanced to the bed, with a half- 
formed hope of finding Teresa, when a spec- 
tacle, so unlocked for — ^so afflicting — so ap-^ 
palling, struck her dismayed senses, that, 
uttering piercing cry of horror, she sank 
to the ground, and, scarcely possessing 
power to retain her panic-struck faculties, 
ghe fixed her eyes in a gaze of dreadful 
amazement upon the bed, while she strove 
to breathe forth, with energy, a prayer for 
the repose of signora Octavia's soul, whose 
body lay on that bed,^ clothed in a shroud 
and winding-sheet, stained with the gore the 
.murderer's hand had shed. 

It was in this awful moment of terror 
and dismay, that the chamber-door was 
soflly opened, and conte di Vicenza, armed 
with a sword, entered alone. With an air 
of compassionating tenderness, he approach- 
ed our woe-struck heroine, whom, with the 
gentle words of kindness and encourage* 
ment, he raised from the ground.. The 
powers of her mind harrowed by despair, 
horror, and apprehension^ V^toria seemed 
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to have lost all reoollection of the cfinaei 
she had to fear and despi^ the conte; her 
now-imperfect memory represented him to 
her as the husband of her aunt*— the kind 
and indulgent protector of her innocence 
and youth, whom Providence had conduct*- 
ed to her aid in the moment of hopelessness. 
She attempted not to disengage herself from 
his support; her head rested contentedly 
upon his shoulder, and, after some feeble 
efforts to speak, she softly articulated—** Oh, 
my uncle, save me ! rescue me ! conduct me 
to my aunt !" 

" I will, my beloved, my injured child !* 
he tenderly replied. " I came hither for that 
purpose; be therefore composed — be paci- 
fied — be no longer alarmed, my love, for I 
will protect you from every danger.* He 
led her to a seat, and then continued—** By 
means of that disaffected follower of the 
miscreant Manuel, who guided my wander- 
ing way to find you in this infernal castle, 
I have just leanied that the most diabolical 
plot the fiends of cruelty ever suggested, is 
preparing to be executed against you this 
very night. Assisted by the contrivance rf 
this man, and at the peril of my life, I hi^ 
thel* came to save you. This man akid 
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Urbinoy with a chosen band, are now in 
waiting to convey us to a secure retreat^ 
from whence, as speedily as our safety will 
admit of, we shall proceed to my chateau, 
where your beloved Farinelli shall be in 
readiness to reo^ve you ; and I will conduct 
you from this soul-harrowing place, the 
moment your spirits are suf&nently com* 
posed to enable you to encounter those 
difficulties which must necessarily attend 
our escape." 

*• I am composed—I am ready — I am 
equid to encountering every difficulty that 
caii present itself," exclaimed Victoria, wild- 
ly starting from her chair, and ^ving her 
trembling hand to Polydore, who, taking 
tl^ lamp from the table, supported his love- 
ly niece to the chamber-door ; but there he 
i^uddenly stopped. 

** On one condition alone, Victoria, will I 
save you from the calamitous fate that 
i^aits you even in the next moment,** said 
he, solemnly. 

Victoria shuddered — ** Name it, my lord/* 
she faintly articulated. 

Conte Vicenza led her back to the table, 
where, depositing the light, he drew the 
eoatraet from his bosom, and took a pen 
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from an inkstand, >vhich lay upon the tahle 
— ** Affix your name/' said he, " to this so* 
lemn promise of becoming my wife, the 
moment I obtain permissi^m from the see 
of Rome for our union." 

These words, with a sight of the contract, 
like an electric shock, roused at once to 
fullest vigour Victoria's before-enfeebled 
mental powers. — " Never, ray lord!** she 
exclaimed, firmly ; " no, never will I sign it, 
or become your wife !*' 

" Then will I leave you, deluded, wretch- 
ed girl, to the horrors of your approaching 
fate." 

** That fate cannot entail guilt upon me ; 
therefore I prefer it, and beg that I may be 
left to prepare my mind for meeting it" 
She waved her hand for his departure, and 
then intrepidly walked to the bed where 
Octavia's body lay, on which she gazed in 
silent anguish, and then, sinking upon her 
knees, devoutly prayed to Heaven ibri(s 
support through her approaching trial 

The conte beheld her with surprise and 
mortification ; but at length advancing to 
her, said — '^ Silly, in&tuated Victoria, you 
know not the tortures which await you !'* 

*^ The tortures of conscience shall not be 
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M^ongrt them,'' she firmly repHecL ^X^rre 
me, my lord, I entreat you. You inform 
me my time is short, and do not you rob 
me of those moments, for which I have such 
necessary — such awful employment " 

" Well then, be it so,'* said the conte, fu- 
riously ; *^ but the moment is at hand when 
you will rue this rashness— when you will' 
too late repent your injustice to me.** He 
then rushed out of the chamber, and Victo- 
ria heard him draw the bolts which fastened* 
her in with the murdered body of her 
friend, without once wishing to recall hirn ; 
and yet it was to her an awful scene. The 
first time in her life that she had knelt by the 
bed of death, enclosed with the corse of her 
murdered friend, who was so mysteriously 
withdrawn from, so horribly returned tO' 
that chamb^, aqi^ expecting every moment 
to meet with a fate similar to that Octavia 
had experienced,, her senses sickened, but 
her soul remained undauntedly firm to its 
purpose untilanother doleful groan assailedi 
her ears. 

** Gracious Providence!" Victoria ex* 
claimed, starting from her knees, ** can it be 
jgpssible that she yet lives ?" and with all the 

N 3 
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Mi^pnffie enetfgy of 1n)|k3^ she gitt^od 
of OrtBvia*s pallid liMidi^ to tiy her fubr; 
but iiutatitfy she let it drep in faorror. its 
cb]r*ODid toiscii extinguislied erery mjoT 
hope at onee; and now» appalled wi^ dive^ 
ful mpcntition, ahe ahnost fortned a wish 
that she had been less precipitate with cosite 
di Vioenza ; but in one instant that wish was 
recoiled firoai with horrar. 

Bernini was no tnore ; yet twice she had 
distinctly heard a groan of anguish burst ' 
from the bed on which her body was kid. 
What could they portend ? She listened, 
in breathless expectation^ to bear them re* 
peated ; but all continued silent as the graven 
nntU she heard the bolts of her chamber^ 
door suddenly draw back, when conte di 
Vioenza rushed in, almost breathless with 
agitation.-—^ The blooclbounds are ap^ 
preaching T exclaimed he« advancing to the 
spot where Victoria, tremlding, stood; ^ in 
a moment more they will be here ! and iii 
as you have used me, I risk my iife to save 
you, for, by Heaven, you shall not beeome 
a prey to your own deli»!ing obstinacy ! I 
wilU insulting, suspicious, inexorable giri» 
in despite of your d-— d, d**-d i^rquidms^ 
save you from destruction f This instant 



B01IA1Q6S Cnr mC PTftSKESa 87$ 

Adl jou sign the CMtract, and aoDompftnlf 
me, or I will myself become yoor assassio, 
mid «pere jou the horrilile &te preparing ftv 
yoaP* Then seizing her in his arms, he 
dragged the struggling, shridcing Victoria 
to the taUe, to ocmpel her to sign the con* 
tract, whiob she resolutely excbimed against 
doing, when, by the mterposition of pity** 
ing Heaven, she was rescued from his giasp, 
by strength more powerful than his o.wi]u 

Victoria, turning to see by whose inter« 
irention she was witlidrawn from conte Vu 
cenaa*^ power, beheld Hippdytof Now 
shrieking with joy, she sank upon her knees^ 
and brtethed a fervent thanksgiving to 
Heaven, while the conte, with frenzy strong- 
ly marked up<xi his countenance, rushed 
fi^snticly, with his unsheathed sword, upon 
Hippoly to,exclaiming~^* Villain ! miscreant !^ 
take my vengeance T 

H^polyto was also armed^ and parried 
off the furious attains of Polyd<»e.— '' I 
awe oonte Vibenza much,'* he replied ; '' but 
this is not a moment i» retribution. In 
lady Victoria's presence I only act upon the 
defensive, unkss eompdied to other con^* 
doct for her ^esenratioik'^ f 

Vietoria» now startup from her knee% 
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flew to the door, to call for soeoour; bin 
there, reooUection coming to her aid, she 
was struck with the oonvictbii, that to 
suinmon assistance would be for the conte's 
safety and Hippolyto*s destruction ; she 
therefore flew back, intei^ng to place her* 
self between their swords^ when Hippoly to 
disarmed the conte, who^ in the Uindiiess of 
his fury, striving to r^ain his own weapon, 
rushed impetuously upon the point of Hip- 
poly to'3, and received from it a deep wound 
in his breast, when, execrating fitte and his 
adversary, be fell, and in his fall overturn- 
ing the table, extinguished the lamp, 

Hippoly to, now mindful only of Victo- 
ria's safety, took her in his arms, and» care- 
fully steering dear from every annoyance, 
swiftly conveyed her behind the state4)ed, 
Ivhere, upon pressing his foot against a pan-^ 
nel, it instantly receded, when, leaping 
through the chasm with his lovely burden, 
he alighted upon the summit of a narrow, 
deplorable fli^t of , brick steps. Cautioudy 
he fastened the pannel with several rusty 
bolts, and then guided by the glimmering 
of a light proceeding from below, he quickly 
descended with his lovely chaige^ who^ over*- 
powered by joy, surprise, and apprehemuon. 
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fdnnd hersdf incapaUe of uttering one sen« 
tence of that gratitude to her gallant deli- 
verer, of which iier heart was falL 

The beaming light, now brightening at 
eaeh step they took over mouldering bricks 
iand heaps of rublMsh, Victoria at length 
beheld a man standing at the foot of this 
long flight of steps, holding tlie torch by 
which they benefited, who, on first catching 
a glimpse of them, as they descended, ra- 
pidly advanced to meet them, and disco- 
vered, to our astonished herdine, the humalie 
Pedro, 

Finding another of her friends escaped 
frpm what she had believed to be a general 
massacre, could not but inspire the grateful 
heart of Victoria with the purest joy^ and 
tears of genuine pleasure burst from her 
eyes, restoring at once her powers of arti- 
culation ; and she would have brrathed 
forth some of those acknowledgments her 
heart was full of, but Hippolyto gently 
imposed silence^ as necessary to their safe- 
ty. 

Preceded now by Pedro with the bH!ch» 
tiiey began a dangerous descent of a long 
cylindrical staircase, even more out of re« 
pair than the flight of brick steps ; and it 
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required the most waiy cifnmspection to 
rei^ the bottom in safety, which they at 
length effected, and entered a narrow wind^ 
ing damp passage of considerable length ; 
and as they reached its termination, Pedro 
desiring Victoria not to be alarmed at the 
sight of her friends, they suddenly Altered 
a irightful cavern, where several men were 
waiting, all armed with carabine^ and from 
whom Hippolyto demanded if all we^ 
ready ? 

Thomas now stepped forward, wftk. 
heartfelt glee depicted upon his honest wea- 
tber-beaten countenance, and with genuine 
ttmplicity spoke the joy he felt at seeing 
Victoria in safety, while the other men an^ 
swered Hippolyto's question in the affirma^ 
tire; they therefore t«ow hastened to extin* 
gubh all the Hghts, except what two dark 
lanterns contained, the feeble rays c^ which 
were alone to guide Uiem through the in^ 
tricate passes of the rocks to the 8ea-<x)ast. 
The men now taking up their arms, they 
all issued from the cavern, some preceding^ 
others Mlowing Hippoly to» who ]ed> or ra- 
ther bore^ our tremHing hennE^ akmg ft* 
shelving and dangerous patfa^ Unough some 
of the most rugged parts df the coda. 



\ 
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l%e mght was impenetmbly dark; but 
ftere came a refiresliing breeze froopi thesMt 
tbat, with the gentle assiduities of Hippos 
Ijto, helped to sustain the almmt^xpiii!^ 
fipirits of Vietorta^ who fesM*ed no danger 
1Erom the path, so overpowered was she b^ 
the apprdiension of a pursuit ; and erery 
new projection of rock she ocmU imSstinct^ 
ly see^ she conjured up into the form dJT 
Gareias ; and her heart almost bounded from 
Its seat with dismay » when, by a sudden 
turning in the path, she found herself close 
to the beating surges of the sea, on which 
was tossed a boat that a couple of men were 
in, lying-to upon their oars, whom she in- 
stantly conceived to be Gareias and Juan, 
and she doubted not the sea-eoast was ^n* 
compassed by their creatures; but soon 
were her wild chimeras put to flight, by 
Thomas oalling, in friendly terms, to ttiN^ 
men to row in to shore, wUch they instant- 
ly did, and Victoria was seated in the boat 
between Hippoly to and Pedro. The re^ of 
the men foitowed ; and arranging tbeni-^ 
selves in proper order, they swiftly lowed 
off to a brtgaatffle whidi lay at a small dia- 
tsDce from shore, the side of which was ^ 
stantly manned from the brigantine's boat^ 
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and Victoria caFefiiUy condiicted to a chair 
upon the deek, whore, looking around her, 
and perceiving the rapidity and dexterity 
with which the mariners were preparing to 
put to sea, she, for the first time, believed 
her escape certain ; and, subdued by joy and 
gratitude to Heaven and her deliverers^ she- 
burst into a flood of te^rs, which relieved- 
ber full heart,, and which Hippolyto and 
Pedro attempted not to restrain*. 



CHAPTER xrv: 

EvBBT thing having been prepared for a: 
precipitate departure, and as all was now 
conducted with cleverness and activity, the 
brigantine soon was under weigh. The 
waning moon,, now arising, glimmered its 
pale light just sufficiently to shew the re- 
ceding rocks which enveloped the castle to 
Victoria, who,. wrapped in a- watch-coat, sat 
upon deck- with Pedro and Hippolyto, who 
both endeavoured, by the strongest assuran*^ 
ces of their faith and lionou]:, to dispel those 



BOMAKCE OF THE PYRENEES. 281 

apprehensions and agitations with which 
she was evidently struggling. 

Of their truth and honour she had no 
cause to doubt ; but, without the society of 
any other female to inspire her with confi- 
dence, she had embarked upon an element 
hitherto unknown to her^^under the pro- 
tection of men who were almost strangers, 
who, for humanity's sake alone, had under- 
taken the dangerous enterprise of rescuing 
her from destruction, wl;o might be, very 
possibly, betrayed by their companions, or 
pursued from the castle ; but §ven if suc- 
cessful, where would they have it in their 
power to place her secure from the machi- 
nations of conte di Vicenza? At length 
Hippolyto terminated this last uncertainty, 
by desiring to know what port of France 
she wished them to make for, as being 
nearest to those friends under whose pro- 
tection she meant to put herself. 

" Alas !" she replied, " I have now no 
friends in France to whose protection I can 
safely fly ; and my brother is, unfortunately, 
with his regiment at Cadiz.** 

Hippolyto instantly asked the pilot if it 
were possible to steer for Cadiz ? 

The wind was against themj^ and in sa 
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long a passage the pilot feared they might 
encounter some of don ManuePs cruisers. 

Victoria sighed, but acquiesced in the 
propriety of adhering to the original design 
ctf making for some port of France, where 
she resolved to take immediate refuge in a 
monastery. 

It was now fully determined that tbey 
should steer for Toulon, to elude pursuers, 
who would naturally seek them in nearer 
ports ; and this point being finally settled, 
they made way, with tolerable rapidity, for 
several leagues, during which time Victoria 
had been removed, by the vigilant care of 
Hippoly to, to the little cabin, which afibrd^ 
ed but few comforts, save shelter from th« 
cold breath of night, and where our heroine, 
to divert her anxious thoughts, requested to 
know, from Pedro and Hippoly to, how they 
had be^n spared from what she had con- 
ceived to be a general massacre — ^by what 
means they had escaped from their dun- 
geons, and been guided to her rescue, in the 
moment when hope itself was just forsaking 
her. 

" What you, donna, believed a massacre,** 
said Pedro, " was, in fact, a circumstance 
still more cruel. It was the daily sport of 
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Garcias torturing the wretched victims who 
have fallen under his displeasure. As to 
ourselves, donna, Francisco opened our dun- 
geons, planned the means of your escape^ 
and directed us where to find you.** 

••May every power that loves the com- 
passionate and brave," exclaimed Victoria^ 
*• recompense him, and you, my other ge- 
nerous protectors ! you, who, after suffering 
imprisonment, indignity, and cruel severi- 
ties upon my account, have thus hazarded 
even life itself, to rescue me from destruc- 
tion ! To Francisco, and every one engaged 
in this benevolent enterprise, heavy is indeed 
roy debt of gratitude; but to you, segn^t 
Hippolyto, who have twice ventured  ' * 

*' Cease, lady Victoria, I conjure you — 
cease the effusions of your grateful heart, 
which lead you on to magnify the little ser- 
vice I have been to you,** said Hippolyto, 
eagerly interrupting her : " the time may 
come when lady Victoria will find she owes 
me less than she imagines — when it will be 
discovered to her how interested have been 
the motives of my conduct ; and until that 
period arrives, the highest recompence I 
desire is, to see her mind at ease, and to 
behold her in a place c( safety .** 
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VictoFia oould make no reply. TheK 
was a solemn dignified respect in his man- 
ner, that awed into silence every suggestion 
of his being presumptuous; but, for the se- 
cond time, he perplexed, distressed, and 
startled her. Covered with blushes,»she 
bent her eyes to the ground, and, after a 
thoughtful and timid pause, she ventured 
to relieve her embarrassment, by inquiring 
if they could give her any information re- 
lative to Sebastian, Diego, and Teresa ? 

Of Diego they knew nothing ; Pedro had 
been arrested in his (Diego's) chamber the 
night of don Manuel's last return to the 
castle, 3nd had never heard of Diego since ; 
but Hippolyto informed her that Teresa 
was safe under Francisco's protection, and 
Sebastian well, and preparing to set out to 
Rome upon business of importance. 

Victoria was charmed, was delighted, to 
.hear of Sebastian's emancipation from cap* 
tivity, which this intended expedition seemr 
ed unequivocally to imply. Teresa's safety 
gave her infinite pleasure ; but, deeply sigh- 
ing, she wished, she said, that she knew 
something of Diego's fate, and of—— Sud- 
denly she ceased, whilst conscious blushes 
overspread her cheeks. 
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Hippolyto, attentive only to her, cauglit 
alarm from her too-apparent confusion, and 
eagerly asked — " Who else was so happy, 
so honoured, by lady Victoria's flattering 
anxiety for their safety ?" 

Victoria was dreadfully embarrassed ; her 
confusion and perturbation increased ; tears 
started to her eyes, and several times she 
essayed to articulate, but without success, 
until, at length, her ardent wish to learn, 
if possible, whether her horrid apprehen- 
sions were too fatally just, conquering every 
obstacle, she faintly said— r" I know not if 
I do right in mentioning him, even to you ; 
but it is a stranger, a gentleman whom I 
accidentally met during my captivity, who, 
taught by humanity to pity my sufferings, 
promised to effect my escape, even on this 
very night. His project may have been 
discovered : I have reason to think it has ; 
and, oh, horror most direful ! his life ex- 
posed to danger, from the sanguinary bra- 
voes of the castle." At this shocking idea, 
Victoria's voice fell to a cadence of woe so 
'piteous, she trembled to such excess, and 
seemed so subdued by anticipating terror 
and distress, that Hippolyto, trembling al- 
most as much as she did, attempted to pre^ 
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sent her with a glass of water, which he 
could scarcely hold, so great was his agita- 
iion, and whidi he was, at last, obliged to 
resign to Pedro, who expressed much as- 
tonishment at this anecdote, relative to a 
stranger, of whom he had never before 
heard, and therefore could not lull Victo- 
ria's but too-evident apprehensions; while 
Hippoly to, after several struggles to conceal 
his very visible emotion, in faltering ac- 
cents said — " Of that stranger, lady Victo- 
ria, I can *' Suddenly he ceased, and, 

leaning his elbow upon a table, covered his 
face with both hands, as if to hide the ex- 
pression of his countenance from observa* 
tion, sighed heavily, and, after a few mo- 
ments, starting from his seat, took several 
turns up and down the little cabin, as if ir- 
resolute, or that his bosom laboured with 
«ome powerful secret. 

Victorians fears caught such an mcrease 
of alarm from Hippoly to's conduct, that, her 
feelings breaking through all restraint, she 
^Kdaimed, in a tone of pierdng anguish — 
** For the love of the Holy Virgin, speak, 
segnor Hippolyto^ nor thus texture me by 
fears too terrible to bear !** Then inexpnes- 
aibiy shocked at hw wm% of a^-wouawi^i 
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and still shrinking with her apprehensions, 
she burst into tears, and striving to apolo- 
gize for the exoess of her anxiety, tremu- 
lously articulated-—'' You certainly, segnor 
Hippolyto, know something dreadful rela- 
tive to this stranger; and I should be a 
wretch, unworthy the compassionating 
friends I have met with, could I bear, with 
insensibility, any well-grounded fear of ca-* 
lamity having befallen him who pitied me, 
and would have served me." 

The conflict in Hippolyto's mind seemed 
by this time, over ; he approached Victoria, 
in much distress at his conduct having aug- 
mented her alarms-i->'^ Be convinced, lady 
Victoria," said be, " that he for whom your 
benevolence thus interests you has not fall-* 
en into the power of don Manuel, or any 
(^ his peo{^ ; nor oould the smallest suspi- 
cion have been entertained of your intended 
flight with him. Your chamber was mere- 
, \y changed to further the vile schemes of 
conte di Vicmea. That extraordinary and 
mysterious being; Francisco, this morning, 
appointed that stranger to be your oonduo^ 
tdr from don Manuel's castle ; then, wishing 
101 to be more ambiguous, in the evening, 
dekjgated tbat bty^iiiess to me, but und^ 
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the most solemn restrictions of what I may, 
and what I must not, communicate to you. 
But a period is fixed, by him, for the ter- 
mination of this mystery; and when the 
painful interdict is removed, lady Victoria, 
believe me, you will have much to hear ; 
and, in the intermediate time, be satisfied 
that all those you have known in don Ma- 
nuel's castle, who are honoured by your 
good wishes, are protected by those to whom 
the iniquitous associates must submit." 

Victoria's mind was tranquillized by this 
intelligence, and she could not but feel 
convinced of its being a fortunate circum- 
stance for her peace, that this too-interest- 
ing stranger had not been allowed to be the 
companion of her escape. In this moment, 
a sudden squall of wind arose ; at the same 
instant a crash was heard, and a shock re- 
ceived ; and, as if in consequence, a loud 
uproar upon deck succeeded. 

Hippoly to, desiring Pedro to remain with 
Victoria, hastened aloft to learn the cause 
of the commotion. He staid away for /some 
minutes, during which the gusts of wind 
were repeated, and when he returned, he 
entreated our heroine to disband her fears» 
wnce all danger was happily over. — " Upon 
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account of the almost-dead calm/' continued 
he^ '' we had crowded too many sails, and 
a sudden squall arising, carried off some of 
our rigging that was not in a very perfect 
condition. But our ingenious mariners 
have repaired the injury, and we are, it 
seems, in a better state than we were before 
this accident. However, lady Victoria, I 
must remind you of the caprice of those 
dements to which fate has, at present, con- 
signed you ; and should this prove a squally 
or tempestuous night, as some of our sea- 
m^i portend, I doubt not, from the forti- 
tude you have, upon many late, and, I trust, 
more serious occasions, evinced, that you 
will not suffer much from alarm, particu- 
larly as the seamen on board are all expe- 
rienced hands, who assure me that our ves- 
sel is fully equal to weathering a much 
more formidable gale than that by which 
we are threatened." ' 

Victoria'promised to exert all her heroism, 
if necessary, and soon this promise was ex- 
acted from her. The wind speedily in- 
cieased, with augmenting violence, and it 
required all the efforts of every hand on 
board to save the vessel, which was borne 

VOL. II. * o 
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to the leeward, fiur hom the fon^^keyiimA^ 
ed to make. 

Vktorki, as fihe Imd prwmedf mfMoied 
every appeaianee of alarav; ihuA iiunf^g the 
whote nighty through whiok.the.ittev{M»t 
continued^ she experienced: jthe dOMt kmd 
and •oothing attention from. KhehumMie 
Pedio, who ehie%.ieiaaided.imt^<jher/.i«s 
the stnengthy actiir<tyy> mid^ olev^eniesa of 
Hippolyto, though lunakifled in/mmtiine 
knowledge, made him oC^auebde^mi^al.^ttw* 
vice to the seamen, diatrihey.wcMiUbsQMDely 
allow him to absent himself fmfbmmimt 
fh»n deck, to gorand^see hoWrJiiadbYely 
charge bore the horrors ofythecatonn ;^)aiG^ 
to whom, in thepresifflQQ ofrPedn^ ihia 
manners were marked by tthf^tender.^ jdfiau 
tude a fond and .mrabus jbmtJber iwoidd 
evince in a similar situation* But ithormo- 
ment he found himself .alone twitbrher^ihia 
deportment instantly changed to the«(tteii* 
live, respectful distance of an^^infeiior- 
delicacy and propriety :of ecmduQt ithat 
not lost upon Victoria, who -each, imomoit 
found her gratitude to^ and .admira|aflD:{af» 
Hippolyto fast inerefmng; and iShe;dnioat 
kxAned np to ym- with mi a/«rfvil wmcMOi^ 
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as a being i&r saperio^ to the rest of human 
kind. 

At length the tempest subsided as sud- 
denly as it had commenced, and Aurora, 
when ushering in the m6ming, struck the 
befere-jarring eleiments motionless with the 
beauttful serenitude of her aspect, and pre- 
sented our adventurers with the flattering 
hope of soon reaching some friendly har- 
bour. The port of Toulon was still much 
neater than L^^nn, though far tb^ had 
bMn driv«i eastward ; yet Hipprfy to strong- 
ly advised their steeifing for the latter, since 
new, hattngbeea so long at sea, they might, 
in auddiig faadic for Toulon, fall in with 
liMise 'wiio now, bating had fuH time, were 
tooiprobaMy in qu««t of them. 

This ad^ce was too remdiiable for rejec- 
tion I but the day seemed determinately in- 
aiiBiitcbas to their making towaids the ba- 
vwrf aiy of their wishes. The Meditei-- 
«Be» Sea appeared as one plate of looking- 
#a8S^' Mid the whcae fece of nature was 
hurirtd into an awfol talm; and notwith- 
stondblg'the nnited efforts of the indefetig- 
aW»«iBi«biwsiwho^«iaently longed to ride 
mmvOi btahmty 4hfey gMhed fittieby their 

OS 
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tacking, but remained (or several hours al^ 
most stationary ; during which time Victo- 
ria, left her little cabin, where, after the 
storm had subsided, she obtained a refreah- 
ing and tranquil slumber ; and when she 
revisited the deck, she partook of the best 
food the brigantine afforded, whidi was not 
very choice, as, anxious only for escape, 
they bestowed not their* thoughts upon re- 
freshments of a. superior kind. But they 
were now out of doii Manuets castle, and 
Victoria had appetite to eat some of the- 
homely food, which she thought delicious, 
when presented to heir by Hippolyfto, who- 
sieemed every moment - to pi!>sseiBs more and 
n^ore^ from her increasing: iidiT^ration.of Ihs 
mental charms, the power of aiaking all she' 
met with appear to her in the most pleas- 
ing form, . « . 

4^ s evening approached, a gentle breeze 
sprung up, propitious (o the pilot's wishea, 
who, being a native of Toulon, secretly 
wished to mak^ for that port, .find therefei^. 
now started innnmerable obj^eticHis to theirs 
steering for Lpghorn, vyrith the wind unfii<^ 
vourable, and the\haiids. on ^H}arA nearly. 
exhausted, ironx the exertV>l)9 of th^ p^secedt^ 
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ing night; and Hippolyto, although appre- 
haisive of the cfangers they must be ex- 
posed to, was unwillingly compelled to ac- 
quiesce. 



CHAPTER XV. 



The sails again were fiEed, and fluttered in 
the wind ; the sea and seamen were once 
more in motion, and the vessel making con- 
dderable way. Hippolyto, employed by 
the mariners, was no longer by Victoria's 
side, to beguile, by his fascinating conver- 
sation, the inconveniences of an ill-provided 
voyage ; and beginning- to perceive the ef- 
fect of a thick haze that was coming on, 
Victoria took the advice of Pedro, and re- 
tired to the cabin, whither he accompanied 
her, and, with a view of amusing her, 
sketched a slight outline of his own history. 
- '* My father,** said he, "was a respectable, 
but unfortunate merchant at Carthagena, 
where he failed, and shortly ailer died, 
leaving my widowed mother, with seven 
small children (myself the eldest), with a 
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pittance so $canjty» tllatshCiCxHjdid^witiitdiffi^ 
culty, educate and oeiaintftiji U8».aiid appren^ 
tice ber boys out» as iac^t as we attaibed^a 
proper age for it. I was placed with;«n 
eminent surgeon ; and during my appren- 
ticeship, I formed an attachment to an ami- 
able and lovely young woman in the neigh- 
bourhood, but whom, being poor as myself, 
I loved in secret ; resolving that, unless for* 
tune should smile upon me, I would never 
strive to insp^e her jc^ith a mutii^^aaif^ 
since to plunge her into aU tb^ diffiouUie^ 
attending wedded ppverty would Po(; \^ to 
' evince a true affection for her. 
^' By the interest of my fath^s fiAmd^^J 
was. appointed surgeon to a l^ni$b i^ 
ment, then stationed in tl)e WestiJii^ii^j 
and. the moment I was opt of * my • tiipe, . I 
embarked to join my regjimepit at Qifpa^lor 
la. For ^even years I continue^ abrqa^, 
during which I visited various ciUm^* a«4 
was so successful in my professions: «^p?*ir 
ence affording me knowledge whioh ^i)^ 
years must have else denied nie, t)iat|^frown* 
ed with fame and ricbes» I relMifi^ tP my 
native country at the age of; tw9nty«M% 
when I had the Inexjn^si^e h»ifjpigi^i»,ici{ 
finding my longJoved^ Jia»bd]^ unroanis^ 



Jnhoi^'M&Bgl sensdess into her mo&er^ 
arms at uneatpedMfty beholdiiig me^ I &t» 
te w drmyBeif that I wag not disfegarded by 
ban I waa not deoevred. I proved a suc- 
cessful' • woDiBrT we trese speedily united^ 
anAibr'oneyear I was one of the hap[»est 
ofaiankmdu 

^*^I hoi, iabroad; acquired 'suffidait wealth 
for rtny Iwbelfai andrasy self/ without finder 
(HiAolite/ in^ nQ3r/ proftstdon^^^ but my family 
wanteds iassbtiinoe.i I planed them all in 
oomfort, tandxsoiitinued my profession^ from 
which I derivedn ahanost^inofediUe advan- 
tageft' I justtwantedia^fe^ weeks of bdng 
oneyeav>tl» Inppif husband of my Isabella^ 
whenj rebmiin^iihtmfb viUage'int^^ neigh* 
bawrhood of Carthagena^ where I bad been 
to arpaticiityilv in a wood^ through which 
mf nMd^lqr^'dJtaovmed-a reffpeelabl^^ 
ing^man, ejctended upon' the ground, appa^ 
reiifly>llMe6B^dbhitVU{Hmenniimition^ found' 
he ye^ breathed^ though* ins skull was fibc- 
tamd^/and^ hisc body ^eirerely braised and 
wdandedfiUiman^ dJEuiqgeRmai^^ I had 
Mm(«a6.fuitdEly)aEr'poerilde» couTeyed to a 
lod^ging^ approaim ate to my heiisfi and- at- 
tendjeddnb wltllauobuMreiiitti]!^ care and 
suocsss^ diafe^in k hw weeks I made- a com* 
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plete cure. Ha appeared to me an inteilr* 
gent» respectable man, who, although a lit- 
tle rough in his manners^ was by no means 
insensible to my kindness. He informed 
me, that he was a native of Messini, and 
was master of a merchantman, which traded 
in the Mediterranean, and had now brought 
a rich freight to Carthagena ; that having 
gone out to ride^ to view the surrounding 
country, he had lost his way, and, with his 
mule, had fallen from a high precipice, at 
the foot of which I found him ; and, indeed, 
many people at Carthagena knew him as a 
merchant, who occasionally traded to the 
port of St. Barbara. When I judged him 
able to venture out, I had him to dine every 
day at my house, where he was a witness 
of my domestic happiness ; and when suffi* 
dently recovered to quit Carthi^;ena, he 
presented some valuable jewek to my Isa- 
bella, as tokens of gratitude to us both ; bttt 
little did I imagine how soon the gem of 
peace was to be wrested from me in returm 
^^ About this period I was sent for to the 
superior of a ndghbourin^ monastery, whose 
case had been universally pronounced hope*. 
less. He was the idol of all tlie devotees in 
that part of Murda, and I was promised 
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an immense reward if I restored him to 
faeidth. I had a favourite sister, who was 
addressed by a worthy, although not afflu* 
ent, young man, a relation of my Isabella's ; 
and I resolved to give my sister a marriage- 
portion, that should make her and her lover 
<;omfortable in life, if I accomplished the 
superior's cure. I was so fortunate as to 
prove successful; I received the reward, 
and portioned oflPmy sister. On the even- 
ing of this union, when all around me was 
happy, and innocent mirth reigning, a coun^ 
try lad arrived, half-breathless, at my house, 
to implore my immediatefly going to the re- 
lief of his poor fkther, who was just seized 
with a pandytic stroke. It was well known 
that the calls of humanity were those first 
attended by me: I therefore instantly ac- 
companied the lad into the suburbs of the 
town, where, he said, his father lived. I 
entered, with him, an humble habitation, and 
was instantly surrounded by ruf&ans, who 
gaggiM, bound, and placed me in a carriage, 
which moved rapidly away. 

•* I will not fatigue you, donna, by re- 
lating the dreadful horrors which agonized 
my mind, since you, alas U can now better 

08 
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concewe ithm I descfibf tb^. Ftf^ tljie 
caniqge I was convey^ into r ship, wh^isd 
I was %3tened.dowxi in the hdd^.fuid jiaswd> 
my time paisersI^V as despair ppul4 m^kejt.. 
At length we came to an an<4¥>r ;! waS; 
blindfpldedir . conveyed some. leiigth c^-.way- 
in a boat» and aft er wards supported. by m^ 
alpng, a nigged path, upop terra firma. . In 
sbqrL £rom:the inoment I was takcsp out., of 
the ship, I was not^ $iuflE(?red to. beh^.a^^ 
thing, until the bandage was talfeaofi[^.niy 
eyes in don Ma^eFs parlour, where, doQ. 
Manuel then was, with the wretd^ whopi, 
I had rescued, £rom death. Scw^ly q^ X 
now tell yQu, donoa, that.wr^h:W^s X^ar-r 
cia$, who presented me tp don JVjUhiuc^ 

with thejie .never-to^be^fcirgQtten 'Wbrdsrr 
* This is the skilful surgeon to whom I owe 
my life, and I am hi^y in haying |>raT 
cured sudi,a valuable acquisition fcir yo»^, 
segnor/ f 

« Langi^^ c^9 cofiVfey i)pjftdfg^^id«a 
of my sen$atjnip»| 4^ the borrpr^ t ^d^red^ 
when the certainty of the cg^mi^ of my 
fate unfolded itself It is nowr e^kt years 
since I beheld of l^e^d of my IMb^a^ V 
my family, durii^ wJbi^ penk?d-of misjBiy 
I have ever done my duty in my profession. 



an4 -s^lli Ippkji^g forward *q 1l>«* gM»iew fflS 
Fi:cfirkl^(^^ ^^<^sf 4oubte^ l»Qj^ in, U» ^vm 
dqaie,, Tf(»44 peroMft 9»y ,ew«>^g ^ai my 
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ate)y,p%r,j m^y^o,9pp6fHre4an the issHm, 
with a countenance expressive of Ifoari^ 
BK44wmy» wfcicHibjrti^c3tei|i vain, strug- 
gle^ fepcono^l. He sffo)f^ aJN^ ^«r<i^4n 
a W ,wk», tjo P^4w>, who, tMnwigiF^ r«6 
dM^,.sta£^red. to /.the p^ the shoiM; l^d. 
called { him frpnib Hippol|yto, now ajivmi^i 
cing , to , Victo^^ tpok her hiand, in trepido* 
tion^ ^d: witl]^ a lirokapi voiee^ and a lopk 
of ao^icyty for h^ saf^ty-i^rof more than 
ai|?u/^tj-^f apgiii^lji that shock his :yety 
swW*Cri*el,fa^e^ J fi^, J»dy ViiStoiM^^' 
said.h%(.'' has not yet^oqc^pemiCulj^gyQi^ 
and there will, alas! ere long, be newder 
maii4s,upqn yqm i^ieguuodi^^fortitttdt-'^ 

*" We; are pussped T gp^ .sheirlfi.the 
pi^rcpDg tone of 4^b^ deflpw^— •" w^ me 
pursued, and mjr friends will fyUJi yietims t^ 
their buinanity^'' 

*• Tis true,^, repBed Hippc^yto^ " that a 
veswl is in c^^#^oC ^Sf^ whi^f :^m the 
thidc; £oigp ,ai}d haying ; no glas^ps^ we pa** 
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oeived not until too late. It may be an 
Algerine corsair ; it may prove our perse- 
cutors : be it whom it may, we shall not 
tamely surrender ; and I must leave you, 
to go and assist my Ihuvc companions, in 
defence of that treasure which a deprivtu 
tion of my life or liberty shall alone wrest 
fiom me," 

Words canfiot portray the situiation of 
Victoria's mind at that moment. In an- 
guish and despair, she looked upon Hippo- 
lyto, when gra^tude painting in her agi- 
tated breast her obligations to him, in much 
more glowing colours than her own personal 
danger, she suddenly darted by him out of 
the cabin ; but ^ste she reached the deck, as 
she intended, fiippolyto overtook her, and, 
catching her l^ the hand, demanded, in 
breathless amazement, whither she was 
going? 

" It h me they seek,*' cried she, in a tone 
of animated firmness ; *• I will deliver my- 
self into their h»ids, to save Hippoly to and 
ray other friends." 

"Angelic, generous Victoria!** said he)!' 
aJFected almost to tears, •* they seek us all, 
and you are the last victito they shaH find :** 
then, tenderly clasping her in his anns, he. 
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in despite of her struggles, bore her back 
to the cabin. — ** Take care of-— support this 
angelic being/ Pedro,'' cried he ; ** and as 
you value your eternal peace, suf&r her not 
upon deck, where the generoi^ty of her feel- 
ings would transport her to precipitate her- 
self into destruction, with the delusive hope 
of saving us her friends.'* 

Victoria sobbed convulsively, as she sank 
into a chair. Hippolyto, rapidly advancing 
to Pedro, continued — " Take care of .her — 
comfort her> if you love me, Pedro ; and 
should your professional exertions be requi- 
site for any of our brave companions, I 
doubt not but lady Victoria's humanity will 
lead her to assist you." Then turning to 
her, he hastily took her hand, which he 
pressed to his heart — ^to his lips. — *^ Pray 
for our success," said he, " most pure, most 
exalted of human beings !" He gazed on ^; 
her for a moment, with looks of ag<|nizing 
tenderness and despair ; then, as if fearing 
to trust himself longer there, be darted out 
of the cabin, when Pedro, with a counte- 
nSnce of hopeless sorrow, began, with a sad 
heart and trembling hand, to make prepa- 
rations to assist the wounded, while Victo^ 
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m deT(Hi% xaued her hesrt and hancls^ in 

The tumult iupen 4edf» whidthad ftevser 
eeisedsineeifae finrt alarni, nowra^cHjr^iii- 
cre«sed» and sooairfidl the h<xma&ofa.BeE^ 
fight oomtfieneed^ The supenors^ of ts^ 
loui^ witb'desperatiimraddedio'it, watima-^ 
nlfestly upon one side, whilst upen the otiier 
was thatrof treUe manhara of numrandgun^. 
The din and shodc^ of'the t)rdnanee heeame 
so poiyerfiil* that they sank oiir heroine ttpon 
her knees^ whare she lenrently iinploxed 
diTine saooour, until auanxtoned fa;^^ iPedro 
to assist hbft in dressing >the wounds of a 
seattian^ whowas^t Inxmghttolmii. She 
sickened at tlie .task, but Jit was aao^ned 
lier l^ graiitode ai^d humanity^ and 4ie 
roused eveiy faculty to peorfomi it » she 

Ottj^t 

The wounded man gave hopes crf^vietoi^; 
the intMpidt vakmt of Hippolyto^ who was 
^riithig jfike.a hon^ he si^, wodid ensure 
it Ex J«i« «d fei^tounde* though 
VictoriaV heart, on this intell^^enoe; biit 
the latter soon reigned sdlely thev^. - Toiie 
foremost ia Bg^latt waa to beihiifr:in daiq;er 7 
and;aUtough she would ha^ebeen uorti* 
fied and disappointed had Hippolyto aeted 



i^Hwffiae, her hfm% wkm^ al iRlia(k;faar 

blj^}Sh6;iGiQi))d(i$($M:edy p^orm task. 
Itt a mpmentifMrei anolh^r nm^ .was bofOde 
4iHvvS)v 4)is aym; dreadfiifly^^bittared l^^ ft 
jspUnleii.^ Tfaia was a hoirid depiandupoa 
Vjfib(im*fi, humanity.; y^ painful as the 
eSoct w«s» ahe jbesHrtod .not tacomply wiffa 
i<^rrr'^Tfaia> U^ skocking .wouad^ my poor 
finj^df" $aid')8hQ» tremulcmalyf as 4she was, 
by thfr, dltectimi of f Eedro^. washing the araup 

**- Ah F regditd the ( m^n^ , " but: it don 
notff^iV^eiihBAiiSo inual^<a8 Ihe pnejmir 
bmir»r?ywi«^; d»aB^|on has feoeived^doM:; 
but, uBUHudfiil of it». on. he fi^ita,. like, .a 
hm»i Bj^Jm^ i^ wholef foiy iof tteienony . 
is ]j*yt^ed at Wm.t 

•* What I isr Xt 'HqE^lyto your mean ? Is 
HJqppplytQ.wwuQided?*' Victoria, in ahuan, 

'^Ym^ 4mn9^- (The «|im^ fcft;frrMii 
hear . htm^yrn* Yesj and jtheyj vow to put 
hkn';^the,sncii^lK>flHui]^ldiid^dmt^ i^ 
hedoes n9l instaably delii»er you^ segnai% 
up to^^uwu.*!! . 

• VifStoiia :Waltedi ta bear no further, and 
was upos^ da^ befell' Fedro waa#waw. of 
hex meditating Bmh a radi. derign; and 
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through firing, smoke, and all the horrors 
and confusion of battle, she made her way 
to Hippoly to, whose left arm was bleeding 
copiously, and who was surround^ by a 
party of ruffians, who had just boarded the 
brigantine, and rushing into the midst of 
.the clashing hangers—*''! am here T. she 
wildly cried*-—'' I am here I then spare— ^b, 
spare Hippolyto, and let me be the only 
victim to your insatiate cruelty !" Theiit 
grasping tiie hand of a ruf&m, which hdd 
a sword uplifted, to fall with mortal ven- 
geance upon Hippolyto, she dropped, over- 
powered by her feelings and her exertions, 
in a swoon, into the arms of Garcias. 
/V In the first dawn of returning pax^ption, 
our heroine found herself laid in a birth in 
a much larger and better cabin than that 
she had lately occupied ; and she siso per- 
ceived that two strange m^i were busily 
employed administering restoratives to her : 
by these drcumstances, being convinced she 
was no longer with her friends, her senses 
fled again for some moments^ and on her 
second recovery, she observed Garcias with 
the other men. On sight of this diabolical 
being, the keenest sensilxlity of her despe- 
rate fate assailed her, and convulsive sobs 
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and groans brake from her bosom, which 
seemed^ as they heaved, to rend her burst- 
ing .heart ; while Gardas, with that ferine 
cruelty he was no stranger to, bantered her 
upon the failure of her and her wise con- 
federates scheme for liberty, and jeeringly 
condoled with her upon the loss she had 
just, sustained, in being* deprived of heir 
ebony champion. 

^' Barbarous fiend !" exdumed Victoria, 
Ui a voice rendered almost inarticulate by 
agitation, ^' have you then murdered Hip-: 
polyto?" 

" Not yet," replied the savage : " safe 
in custody the hero now is, smarting from 
innumerable wounds ; but the day he is to 
suffer the punishment due to his enormous 
crime and temerity, we have deferred until 
our return to the castle, when you will be 
sufficiently recovered to be a spectator of 
our ample vengeance." 

Victoria, now uttering a deep groan, be- 
came again insensible to her wretchedness, 
which insensibility continued a considerable 
length of time ; and when her senses were 
once more restored to perception, so com- 
plete was her misery, that despair seized 
upon her tortured heart, and that dreadful 
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